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The British Columbia Historical Federation Newsletter provides timely
information and is a forum for member societies to publicize events and
activities.
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British Columbia History is
on Facebook. Join the
conversation.

Enjoy Issue 65 of the BCHF Newsletter.

Introducing BCHF Director
Mark Forsythe
Asking questions for a
living eventually drew
me into an appreciation
of British Columbia’s
history. I’ve had the
good fortune to
interview loggers,
scientists, writers,
politicians, mountain
climbers — not to
mention a few
historians.

One of my ﬁrst jobs in 1974 was hosting an all-night
radio show in Prince George where forestry, mining
and transportation made the world go round. Boom
and bust cycles were in its DNA, but our radio talk
eventually shifted to questions about sustainability,
diversifying economies, and maybe building a

BCHF Nomination
Deadlines
Approaching
Best Historical
Website - the best
website about British
Columbia history
News and Media
Award - newsletters,
blogs, social media
campaigns, print
media campaigns,
videos and podcasts
Recognition
Awards outstanding
contributions by
individuals and
groups to the study
and promotion of
British Columbia
history
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university. It wasn’t far to the nearest ghost town.
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I joined CBC Radio in Prince Rupert in 1984. Salmon
was once king, but at that time families were
struggling to ﬁnd new ways to survive. I learned a little
about First Nations culture. Chief James Gosnell
swept his arms to the Nass Valley below, “My people
have lived here for thousands of years.” Years later I
walked inside a crumbling residential school at Alert
Bay where former students shared their painful reality.
After moving to the Okanagan, I ventured into
orchards and watched them become vineyards. I
came to admire the perseverance of the early settlers
on these parched lands; also their descendants, some
of whom still farm on lands not yet transformed into
subdivisions.
While based at CBC Vancouver for 25 years I was
lucky enough to travel through much of BC, soaking
up its regional diversity. Colleague Greg Dickson and I
created books that reﬂected some of the province’s
history, culture and geography: the Gold Rush, the
Great War and a survey of greatest British
Columbians. Today I volunteer with the Langley
Heritage Society, an inspired grassroots group that
saves and restores heritage buildings, including a rare
1915 CN Station near the heart of Fort Langley.
Learning about British Columbia’s history gives me
with an ongoing sense of discovery; about those who
came before us, and some context for what surrounds
us today. We’re observers of history, destined to
become part of it.
Meet all of our newest Council members.

New Japanese Canadian
Books Honoured
Four Japanese-Canadian books published in 2017
were celebrated at the Nikkei National Museum &
Cultural Centre on November 25, 2017, during the
Centre’s 75th Anniversary Book Launch. Read more.
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Do you know a student
registered in a BC university
or college in British
Columbia?
They could win a W. Kaye
Lamb Scholarship for a
student essay, video, play,
website...etc. relating to the
history of BC. Deadline:
December 31. Learn more
on our website.

Library and
Archives Canada in
Vancouver
Library and Archives
Canada has opened a new
public service point in
Central Library of the
Vancouver Public Library.
Read more about what
services are offered on
infoDocket.
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Melva Dwyer: 19192017
Melva served as the
BCHF Honorary
President from 2003
to 2005, as the
indexer for the
British Columbia
Historical News
volumes 1-40, and
as a reviewer for the
British Columbia
Historical News.
Read more on our
website.
J. Neil Sutherland:
1931-2017
Neil’s contributions
to the BCHF truly
helped make the
Federation what it is
today. Read more
on our website.

Find a BCHF member event in your community
using our calendar.

Peter Trower: 19302017
Peter, BC's logger
poet, attended
several BCHF
conferences with his
partner Yvonne Klan
in the late 1990s and
early 2000s. Read
more on our
website.
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Be in the Newsletter
As a beneﬁt of membership you can advertise your society’s event in the calendar or talk about your
projects – send me your events and news. Andrea Lister: newsletter@bchistory.ca
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