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2017 - 2018 Highlights
Arrow Lakes Historical Society
Arrow Lakes & District Arts Council AGM, 2018
• The great work done by Archive Technician Kyle Kusch, digitizing
and uploading photos to the website. Over ten months work,
with two different grants paying wages; and the result on the
website? -- 15,000 photos readily available to the public.
• Kyle's slide shows -- on postcards, Renata, and the results of the
implementation of the Columbia River Treaty, a presentation
done with author Eileen Delehanty Pearkes.
• Much time being spent by several people, including author Bruce
Rohn, on the new book, SS Minto: The Arrow Lakes' Longest
Serving Sternwheeler, which was launched at the end of April
2018.
• Also much time spent, planning for the BC Historical Federation
Conference on the weekend of May 24 through 27!

British Columbia Historical Federation
2019 Annual General Meeting: Member Society Report
British Columbia History of Nursing Society (BCHNS)
Website (www.bcnursinghistory.ca)
Representing our society as delegates, Glennis Zilm and I are pleased to participate in the 2019
Comox, Courtenay and Cumberland Conference. In reviewing the activities of our society over the
past year, I am impressed with all our achievements! Apart from the regular activities of
maintaining a vibrant society, I share some of the highlights of our year:
•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•

•

Produced three issues (Summer 2018, Fall 2018 and Spring 2019) of our creative and
colourful BC History of Nursing Society Newsletters.
Proud that BCHF selected the BC History of Nursing for their Best Website 2017 award. I
attended the Gala at Nakusp, but we delayed accepting the certificates until our September
Event - Tea & Tales - where we celebrated three authors who have each published
historical Books about nursing and nurses. We were delighted that Ron Hyde took the
time to join us and made the presentation of the Best Website 2017 award to Anita
Petersen and Lenore Radom. Thank you, Ron!
Our webmaster and committee members continue to maintain our award- winning website.
Planning meeting in October where we confirmed our objectives are still current. However,
with members aging and few new people joining, there was concern that the current
membership may become unable to manage its programs, particularly the collections of
artifacts and archival materials.
Because of the above concerns, a Succession Planning Task force was struck at the
November 2018 Board of Directors meeting with a mandate regarding the future of the
BCHNS archives and artifacts. To date, we have had a positive response from the UBC
Library, Rare Books & Special Collections and from the UBC School of Nursing.
We recently partnered with the UBC School of Nursing in an extremely successful Nursing
History Symposium.
In the first one of the celebrations for the 100th Anniversary of the UBC School of Nursing,
the Ethel Johns Plaque was finally unveiled in the garden adjacent to the UBC Hospital on
February 26, 2019 (Glennis started this venture in 2007!).
BCHNS sincerely appreciates all the behind the scenes work contributed by our Board of
Directors, committee chairs and others to ensure that nursing history is collected,
preserved and displayed through the website, newsletter and physical displays in UBC
hospital, public venues and professional meetings.
In this modern digital world, please check us out via our website blog, Facebook or twitter!

Respectfully submitted,
Nan Martin, Archives Chair, BC History of Nursing Society

Annual Report of the Boswell Historical Society for the 2019 BCHF AGM
The Boswell Historical Society (BHS) was founded in August 2015 and was
incorporated under the BC Society Act in February 2016. The Society’s mission is “to
discover, celebrate, preserve, and share the history of Boswell B.C. and surrounding
districts along the East Shore of the South Kootenay Lake”. To date, over 60 Boswellians
(current and former) have participated in the formation of and early activities of the
Society, including over 40 with paid annual or sustaining lifetime memberships.
The Boswell Historical Society entered into a formal partnership with the Anglican
Diocese of the Kootenay which permits the Society to use St. Anselm’s Church in Boswell
for meetings, special events, and lectures sponsored by the Society. In return, the Boswell
Historical Society is committed to raising funds (i.e., through membership drives, annual
community events, grant applications) to cover the annual Fortis Bill and the general
maintenance costs associated with St. Anselm’s Church. Our members provide janitorial
service, keep the church and grounds in good repair and, as resources permit, take on
improvements to the structure of the building. For example, one of our members
completed a much-needed repair to the cross and belfry of St. Anselm’s, and led a group of
members and community residents in re-painting the church and repairing and sprucing
up the steps and entrance-way to the Church. In July, 2016, the public launch of the
Boswell Historical Society with an inaugural Art Fair promoted the Society, supported over
20 local artists, and shared the historical features of St. Anselm’s Church with almost 300
members of the broader community. During the past year (August 2018), the Society
organized a Summer Concert and Traditional Tea as the major fundraiser to support St.
Anselm’s Church, and added new plantings of ornamental grasses and lavender.
An important annual event, hosted by the Boswell Historical Society is an invited Public
Lecture by a notable local historian. In 2016, the late Joan Lang, Balfour resident and
author of “Lost Orchards: Vanishing Fruit Farms of the West Kootenay” presented the
inaugural lecture at St. Anselm’s Church. In 2017 the Public Lecture was delivered by
Jean-Philippe Stienne, Archivist and Collections Manager, Touchstones Nelson, Museum
of Art and History and entitled, “Documentation and proper storage of archival
materials and objects entering the collection of the Boswell Historical Society”.
Subsequently, an Accessions Committee was formed to develop policies and procedures for
the BHS based on J.P. Stienne’s lecture and the written resources he shared with the
Society. In 2018, Greg Nesteroff, well-known journalist and local historian, provided an
oral summary of the “Life and Times of Sundown Slim”, a notorious, larger-than-life
Kootenay character from the community of Lardeau. Greg also led a discussion on
Kootenay place names, including Boswell. Finally, very recently (2019), Tammy
Bradford, Creston Museum’s manager, curator, archivist and historian led a workshop
entitled “Bringing Local History to Life”, during which she described the best practices
and effective strategies to discover, document, and share the formative stories of our
community.
In keeping with one of our Society’s main objectives (“to promote the celebration and
preservation of historical sites and natural features of Boswell and district”), the Historical

Signage Committee was formed in 2017. In partnership with the Boswell Farmers’
Institute, the Society has created new historical signage for the Boswell Boat Launch, and is
currently working towards future signage at the Boswell Cemetery and public beach
(Mackie Park).
Finally, during the coming year members of the Boswell Historical Society will be
moving forward with plans to document personalized stories and to research and describe
noteworthy events from both early and contemporary Boswell. This work is intended to
complement “Boswell Beginnings”, the foundational publication describing the history of
Boswell, and is supported by the Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance and by a partnership
with the East Shore Enhanced Tourism Education Project (ETEP).

BC Historical Federation - AGM Report, 2019
Friends of the British Columbia Archives (FBCA)
Retirement of Ron Greene
This past fall our long-time treasurer Ron Greene retired from the board. Ron was a found
member of the Friends of the BC Archives (FBCA) and has stewarded the society’s finances for
nearly 20 years. Thank-you, Ron!
Indigenous Research Fund
To support access to the collections of the BC Archives for Indigenous 1peoples, the FBCA
established the Indigenous Research Fund (IRF) in 2018. The IRF is funded by the FBCA with
support from the Royal BC Museum & Archives (RBCM&A). The IRF is open to any individuals
(youth, student, adult, elder) who self-identify as Indigenous (First Nations, Métis, Inuit) and
organizations with a mandate to serve the interests of Indigenous peoples. Up to $1000.00 is
available.
Accessing the Archives: Reproduction & Licensing Fees at the RBCM&A
Over the last few years, the FBCA has heard growing concerns from members about the high
cost of reproduction and licensing fees at the Royal BC Museum & Archives. These concerns
range from BC authors seeking to publish images and documents in books, to university
students, local museums, and social media groups seeking to use materials for educational
purposes. Although the FBCA has raised these concerns with the Royal BC Museum and
Archives, the board felt that a report detailing the barriers that high reproduction and licensing
fees create could help to move the conversation forward. The report can be read on the FBCA’s
website, https://friendsofbcarchives.wordpress.com/news-updates/
History of Contributions to the RBCM&A and Archives Community by the FBCA
● Equipment: Since 2001, our non-profit Society has purchased about $20,000 in
equipment for the Archives Reference Room.
● Conservation and Preservation: We have contributed close to $10,000 for the
conservation and preservation of records.
● Acquisitions: We have contributed about $25,000 to the Royal BC Museum and Archives
to acquire items for the collections. Most recently, we contributed funds to acquire a
painting by Grafton Tyler Brown (Giant’s Castle Mountain, Enderby, 1883).
● Volunteers: Our members have contributed 1000s of volunteer hours to the BC Archives
and its collections.
● Public Programming: We have promoted and publicized the BC Archives in our monthly
presentations and conferences and workshops. We have sponsored over 200 events in
all.
● Mentoring: We have provided grants to dozens of small regional archives in British
Columbia through the Terry Reksten Memorial Fund. To date, we have distributed nearly
$22,000 from the Fund.
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Harrower House, 1908-10
Restored by the LHS 1998
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President's Report

All of our Board of Directors have worked very well this past year as we position our Society to
respond to future endeavours. We are beginning our 40th year of preserving the history of
Langley. It is very rewarding to look at our successes and remember the wonderful people we
have worked with and who have encouraged us over this period.
This year we had the good fortune of hiring Helen Williams to manage the CN station site. After
the disruption of underground wiring and a new retaining wall, the gardens were in need of
rejuvenation. Helen and the station committee are also managing painting, new signage, and
other station-related activities as well as an enthusiastic group of volunteers.
I thank Bob Armstrong for his service to the Board. Health and family time concerns regrettably
have caused his decision to resign.
Below are some of the many people that I wish to thank for their hours of service to the Langley
Heritage Society this past year:
 All our Board members
 Our committee members and supporters (school programs, speaker comittee, Newsletter
editor, station volunteers and comittee members, social committee, etc)
 Special events volunteers (Campbell Valley, Remembrance Day, Canada Day)
 Caretakers who take outstanding care of our heritage sites
Several of our members have passed away this past year: Mae Smith, Norm Severide, Inta
Schorcht, Peter Genberg, Betty Perrett. We shall miss them and offer condolences to their
families.
Fred Pepin
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Membership Report
Between March 1, 2018 and Feb 28, 2019 we were pleased to welcome seventeen new members
to the Langley Heritage Society. Please make them feel welcome: Elsie Weiss, Patricia Weisner,
Anita van Weerden, George Feddes, Teresa Spring, Kyle Jackson, George Costello, Gail ChaddockCostello, Cheryl-Lyn Jones, Vee Mauro, Frank Anton Schurmann, Tammy Music, Ellie Bosch, Karl
Dreise, Bob Long, Graham Evan MacDonell, and Laurence Seenath.
As of the end of 2018, the Langley Heritage Society’s membership was at 103. The Society
continues to grow through friends and community ties as well as through the online
communication methods of our new website and ongoing social media posts.
Submitted – Tom Hammel
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Board of Directors - 2017 - 18
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School Sponsorship Program - 2018/2019
The goal of this program is to enable schools with a large population of students with limited
financial means to participate in heritage school programs at the Langley Centennial Museum.
Surveys by museums and heritage institutions have shown that children who participate in
museum programs grow up to be adults who support museums and cultural institutions. The
program funds both bus transportation and museum entry fees for students from inner city
schools and other schools where a need has been demonstrated.
This past fiscal year, March, 2018 to February, 2019, LHS sponsored programs to the Langley
Centennial Museum for 2070* students from 69 classes in eight Langley schools at a total cost of
$14,215. The participation is up this year in spite of schools being closed for snow days.
The schools which participated this year: Langley Meadows Community, Nicomekl Elementary,
Douglas Park Community, Willoughby Elementary, HD Stafford Middle School, Yorkson Creek
Middle School, Shortreed Community, and Parkside Centennial Elementary. Betty Gilbert Middle
School did not participate this year.
Programs attended include:
Fish, Forest and First Nations, Fraser Valley Families, Sto:lo: People of the River, Archaeology,
Pioneer Christmas, Christmas at Lochiel, Lochiel School, Immigration and Multiculturalism,
Collecting the Past, Communities Then & Now, Shapes and Symbolism, and Footpaths to Freedom.
* The number of students /class was estimated as 30. This number is used to compare numbers to former years
where 30 was also an approximate number. The actual numbers of students/class is not recorded.

Number of Students
2500
2000
1500
1000
500
0

Submitted by Mary Watt & Tom Hammel
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Communication Report 2018 - 2019:
“Telling Our Stories at langleyheritage.ca”
The Langley Heritage Society utilizes two web-based forums to share stories and news of LHS
activities -- the langleyheritage.ca website and a revived LHS Facebook page.

LHS Web Page: CN Station news,
Speaker events and current
activities are featured on the
WHAT’S NEW page; we’re also
adding new COMMUNITY
STORIES from our members. (A
recent addition: a Milner
Timeline, thanks to information
from Ellen Worrell, with
photographs from the Langley
Centennial Museum.) Explore
the website and send your story
to info@langleyheritage.ca

Videos: We’ve produced two new videos about our most public building, the Fort Langley CN
Station. One features manager Helen Williams, the other profiles longtime volunteer, Diane
Simpson who grew up in CN Stations. There are now seven original videos about LHS buildings and
people, and we’ve received positive feedback from family members connected to these
sites/stories. Watch the videos at langleyheritage.ca and share them around. Thank you to
Brookswood Secondary students Emily DeGiusti and Brandon Yap for their excellent efforts this
year, and to their teacher, Robert French. (LHS makes a $500 donation to Brookswood’s Film & TV
program each year.)
Facebook: The LHS Facebook page highlights the society’s ongoing activities, and features stories
about heritage partners in our region. We have more than 325 followers (up 125 from last year). A
new daily feature has been added: TODAY IN HISTORY profiles events from B.C. and Canadian
history. We have also started receiving historical photographs from individuals hoping to acquire
more information about family and/or buildings in the Langleys. It’s proving to be an effective way
to engage people. These Facebook posts reach about 4,000+ people each month and are
frequently shared by others.
Valley Voices: A monthly broadcast now entering its second year, Valley Voices airs Wednesdays
at 11 am on CIVL 101.7 FM at the University of the Fraser Valley (and is found on their website).
Host Mark Forsythe highlights people, places and historical events from throughout the Fraser
Valley region. Broadcasts are shared via links with members of the BC Historical Federation and
7
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Heritage BC. Previous shows can be found on the COMMUNITY STORIES page at
langleyheritage.ca or click on the podcast link on the HOME page. Thank you to Kobi Christian at
Langley Centennial Museum for sharing audio archives, and to local historian Warren Sommer,
who has been very supportive in this first year.
Staying Current: In December the Burnaby Historical Society folded after 61 years of operation.
Some of the key reasons cited: no presence on the web and/or social media, shrinking
membership, and very few young people involved with the group. LHS would be wise to keep
these lessons in mind as we seek to engage people, and get the word out about what we do.
Stats: Individual (Unique) Visitors to LHS web page in April 2018 - Feb 2019
Apr 2018
2972
May 2018 3978
June 2018 3148
July 2018 3446
August 2018 3108
Sept 2018 2933
Oct 2018
3295
Nov 2018 3500
Dec 2018 4986
Jan 2019 3512
Feb 2019 3084
March 2019 4339

Submitted by Mark Forsythe
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Speaker Program Report
The Langley Heritage Society hosted the following Speaker series in 2018/19
April 20, 2018 Sikh Heritage Museum and National Historic Site
Sharanjit Kaur Sandhra
Sharanjit gave a presentation on the Sikh Heritage Museum and National Historic Site Gur Sikh
Temple in Abbotsford. Sharanjit spoke about the first Sikh's who arrived in 1905 and the history of
Gur Sikh Temple which was completed in 1911 and is the oldest standing Sikh Temple in the
western hemisphere.
September 25, 2018 "Surrey, a City of Stories"
Jane Watt
Award winning Fort Langley historian Jane Watt speaks at Milner Chapel about her book, "Surrey:
A City of Stories". Her book is both a richly illustrated visual chronicle and a beautifully written
tribute to Surrey and its citizens decade by decade.
October 23, 2018
"Where Mountains Meet the Sea: A History of the District of North Vancouver" Daniel Francis
Governor General History Award winner Daniel Francis presented an overview of the history of
North Vancouver from its origins as a small sawmill community to the present. The talk was based
on his book, "Where Mountains Meet The Sea", commemorating the incorporation of the
municipality.
Nov 19, 2018
Julia Henshaw; a graphic novel
Michael Kluckner
Michael Kluckner, former LHS president, regaled members with the story of Julia Henshaw a
novelist, socialite, botanist and World War I ambulance driver. His new graphic novel Julia explores
her story.
Jan 22, 2019 "Multiculturalism at the Gulf of Georgia Georgia Cannery"
Heidi Rampfl
Heidi Rampfl, Collections Manager, Gulf of Georgia Cannery provided a fascination exploration of
the multicultural history of the cannery including the workforce comprising of First Nations,
Chinese, Japanese and Europeans.
Mar 26, 2019 "The Early Decades of Policing in Vancouver"
Rosslyn Shipp
Rosslyn Shipp, Director of the Vancouver Police Museum themed her presentation: "From Wild
West to Cutting Edge: The Early Decades of Policing in Vancouver". She spoke about early policing
in Vancouver during the turn of the 20th century to a wonderful audience of conservationists and
history buffs.

Submitted by Tom Hammel
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Strategic Planning For the LHS
In 2018, the Board decided it would be a good idea to take a step back to have a look at our
mandate and goals with the idea of collectively developing a high level Strategic Plan for the
Society. With this in mind, we hired Shift Consulting to facilitate two planning sessions and help us
develop this plan. Shift has extensive experience in facilitating these plans for non-profit groups.
The sessions took place on January 19, 2019 and
February 9, 2019 and were attended by most directors
along with members Lynda Lightfoot, Sharon Johnston
and our CN Station Manager, Helen Williams. The
process involved 3 steps: Identifying our Vision,
acknowledging our current reality and identifying what
we need to do to move us to the vision.
The purpose of these sessions was to imagine and articulate an over-arching vision and inspiring
set of possibilities to align and “pull” the Langley Heritage Society into 2025. When we went
through the exercise of identifying our vision and how we would like to see the Society in the
future, the following eight themes became apparent:
1. Showcasing the CN Station
2. Advocating Heritage Appreciation
3. Sustaining What We Stand For (Our mandate and skill sets)
4. Voice of the Community Identifying and Protecting Significant Heritage Sites
5. Strengthening and Leveraging Connections & Partnerships
6. Preserving History, Making it Relevant and Engaging
7. Connecting with & Involving a Broader Community
8. Engaging Outreach

In looking at our current situation it is evident that there are some motivating concerns that
require our attention:
•
•
•
•
•

Whether we can sustain the work done by Fred and his skills
Maintaining our properties
Wilting membership
Uncertain municipal support
Relevance and reach

Based on those concerns, we identified four strategic projects that are key to our future given the
above. These four projects and accountability for each are as follows:
10
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1. Increasing the Membership of The Society (Lead: Chad Turpin)
Purpose: To sustain the Langley Heritage Society with an increase in 'engaged' members
2. Attracting Volunteers (Lead: Lotte Elias)
Purpose: To attract more volunteers to sustain the Society while extending the reach and
level of engagement within the community
3. Acquiring and Maintaining Properties and Sites (Lead: Tom Annandale)
Purpose: To sustain the core purpose and mandate of the Langley Heritage Society
4. Sustaining the Skill Sets and Energy of the Langley Heritage Society Board (Lead: Mark
Forsythe)
Purpose: To sustain the leadership team and the important expertise they bring to the
Langley Heritage Society
The next steps will be to get feedback from our membership on the Strategic Plan and continue
working on the four projects identified above. Presenting the above information to the Annual
General Meeting is a first step, and we will follow up with further communication to members via
email and the website to get your feedback.

11
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CN Station
Since March 2018, with the hiring of a part-time station manager, Helen Williams for the Fort Langley CN
Station, a number of new projects have been initiated and completed down by the station to improve the
visitor's experience. Helen's energy and enthusiasm have re-energized the buzz and activity at the station
with an engaged group of volunteers and a greater focus on historical interpretation of the site.
From the opening of the 2018 season on Victoria Day till the station closing on October 6, 2018, the site
received over 10,000 visitors. Work to improve the existing programming, new projects, and infrastructure
upgrades and repairs for the 2019 season continued while the station remained closed to the public.
Collaborative relationships with other heritage partners like the Fraser Valley Heritage Rail Society and the
Port Moody Station Museum were created and new contacts within the Township of Langley aided in the
finishing of the retaining wall in the CNR garden.

2018/2019 Activities at CN Station
Infrastructure and Site Repairs
Coal shed cleanup (30 years of tenant belongings
removed)
Station house interior repainted
New gutters installed
Black skirting added to caboose model railway
display
DCC system and digital sound locomotives
purchased for model railway
Copper piping replaced in station house crawl
Gravel added for pathways
Retaining wall (courtesy of the Township of
Langley)
Concrete foundation in coal shed (April 2019)
Professional gardener hired for spring cleanup
and ongoing maintenance of garden beds and
trees
Revitalization of the Mrs. Simpson’s garden with
new heritage plantings (foxglove; campanulas,
delphinium, salvia)
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Programming and Operation Upgrades
New volunteers joined the LHS volunteer team
Training program created for CNR volunteers
CNR heritage ticket printed for visitors
Sunday Musical Busker program (July and
August)
Two outdoor site signs replaced and updated
Station house artifacts reorganized to reflect
1920s
Volunteer appreciation tour and lunch
New volunteer application form – apply online
or download

Langley Heritage Society - 2019 Annual Report

Mock CN Train Ticket - fun for kids and adults!
New retaining wall near Glover/Mavis

Board members Tom Hammel, Margo Harrison, Mark Forsythe, and Lotte Elias make up the CN Station
Committee which oversees activities at the station. They have excellent support from other members
including Sharon Johnson who put in countless hours overseeing the creation and installation of the two
new outdoor signs, Gerry Landsman, who operates the model railroad and assists with historical train
information and Dave Hockin, our painter and handyman extraordinaire.
Submitted by Helen Williams and Tom Hammel
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Fort Langley Artists Group
Founded in 1993 by Barbara Boldt, the Fort Langley Artists Group (FLAG) celebrated its twenty-fifth
year exhibiting at the Langley Heritage Society’s CN Station. In 2018, FLAG rented the baggage
room from May 15th to September 15th and mounted three shows in the space known as the
Flagstop Gallery. The thirteen members of the group volunteered their time to welcome visitors to
the gallery from noon to four o'clock on weekends and holidays throughout the summer.
The three theme shows for the 2018 season included:
“ LANGLEY: PAST & PRESENT “ - May 19th to June 24th
“ ARTISTS’ CHOICE “ - June 30th to July 29th
“ REFLECTIONS “ - August 4th to September 3rd
Special activities during the 2018 season included:




A season’s opening reception on May 19th
Participation in the Art Walk during the Fort Langley Jazz and Arts Festival on July 28th
where we welcomed a record number of visitors to the Flagstop Gallery
A Labour Day “ Paint-in “ on September 3rd where the public got to see FLAG artists in
action, working on paintings, drawings, and sculptures

Submitted by Margo Harrison
www.fortlangleyartistsgroup.com
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Social Committee Report
The August picnic was held at Fred and Maureen’s farm on August 19, 2019. The picnic was well
attended by members of the society to enjoy fellowship, good food on a nice summer day. Two
barbeques were provided for cooking each members entree and many potluck salads, appetizers,
breads, condiments and delicious deserts were brought.
Douglas Day Dinner in November was well attended for the catered Dinner, followed by an
interesting Speaker. A special thank you to all who helped in set-up of tables, chairs, coat rack etc,
as well as the quick clean-up of the Fort Langley Community Hall.
In February the Heritage Tea for Heritage week was attended by approximately 50 members. Our
heritage partners (The Flight Museum, Centennial Museum, Farm Museum, Parks Canada, and CN
Rail Station) each gave a short report on how their operations were going and what was new.
Sandwiches, Fruit and Vegetable trays, Desserts, and beverages were served.
Ticket sales for the Langley Heritage Society’s 2019 AGM are brisk and it is expected to be a wellattended event.
Submitted by
Dave and Donna Buckley,Rosemary Genberg
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LANGLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY
MINUTES FROM THE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
FORT LANGLEY COMMUNITY HALL, Fort Langley
April 20, 2018

President Fred Pepin welcomed the 86 guests to the AGM. Grace was said by Grace Muller. Rosemary
called the tables for the self-serve buffet.
1. Opening Remarks
Fred Pepin thanked Valley Caterers for the dinner provided tonight. He also pointed out that copies of the
2018 Annual Report and 2018 Financial Statements were distributed to each table.
2. Thanks to outgoing directors
Tom Hammel thanked the 2 outgoing board members; Wesley Mufford and Hannah Bennett. Tom noted
that Wesley was unfortunately unable to attend the meeting. He also presented flowers and gifts to
Hannah in appreciation for her service to the Langley Heritage Society over the past 2 years.
Fred reflected on the excellent work of volunteers in the community who were honoured at the Township's
Volunteer Appreciation dinner. These include Toni and Karl Driese (Arnason Award), Sylvia Anderson
(volunteer award at Township volunteer dinner), Sandra Reams (last year's City Citizen of the year), Sid
Pickerell, who will receive the Heritage Society of BC award for the mural project at the museum and the
late Bays Blackhall.
Fred also noted the new levels of heritage awareness among youth displayed at the Heritage Fair which
involved students from 5 local schools.
3. Presentation to CARES: (Canadian Animal Rescue & Extended Shelter)
Mark Forsythe presented CARES with a donation on behalf of the Society of one month’s free rent in
appreciation of the work they do in our community. The donation was accepted by Carol Briner of CARES
who thanked the Society and noted that this past year, the shelter hit a record number of adopted cats at
approximately 500, including 3 which were adopted by Hannah.
4. BC Historic Federation Award of Merit
Mark Forsythe announced that Fred Pepin was recognized by the BC Historic Federation and given their
Award of Merit for his hard work preserving heritage buildings over the past 35 years. The audience
applauded Fred for his work and recognition.
5. Book Raffle:
Several books were donated and raffled off. Fred thanked Lynda and Ted Lightfoot who looked after the
raffle.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
President Fred called the meeting to order. Copies of the 2018 Annual Report & Financial Report were
previously circulated.
Minutes:
The minutes from the 2017 meeting were adopted as circulated in the Annual Report. ... Carried.
Financial Report:
Lotte Elias presented her financial report showing excess of revenues over expenditures for the fiscal year
of $14,893 and net assets of $216,006. In response to a question from a member, Lotte clarified that the
society has set up a Bays Blackhall memorial scholarship in the amount of $25,000 ($20,000 contribution
from the LHS plus $5,000 from the Langley Heritage Trust). This fund has been set up with the Vancouver
Heritage Foundation and will generate a $1,000 annual scholarship for a Langley student.
Adoption of the Financial report moved by Lotte Elias, seconded by Mark Forsythe...Carried
Election of New Directors:
Fred identified the 12 people whose names were put up for nomination as directors. They include:
Fred Pepin, Lotte Elias, Carol Briner, Bob Armstrong, Dave Buckley, Mark Forsythe, Tom Annandale, Margo
Harrison, Jim Foulkes, Tom Hammel and two newly nominated; Brigitte Wieronski and Chad Turpin.
Grace Muller conducted the election asking three times and hearing no new nominations from the floor,
Grace declared the above-nominated slate as elected for the 2018– 2019 year.
Fred thanked everyone including Grace for conducting the election and introduced the new directors. He
also thanked Mark Forsythe for his efforts in maintaining and providing new content for the Society's
website.
Announcements:
Canada Day, Fort Langley July 1, 2018 Langley Centennial Museum (volunteers welcome)
Pepin Picnic & BBQ, August 19, 2018
Douglas Day Dinner – November 16, 2018 Fort Langley Community Hall
Speaker:
Ellen Edwards introduced the evening's speaker Sharanjit Kaur Sandhra who gave a presentation on the Sikh
Heritage Museum and National Historic Site Gur Sikh Temple in Abbotsford. Sharanjit spoke about the first
Sikh's who arrived in 1905 and the history of Gur Sikh Temple which was completed in 1911 and is the
oldest standing Sikh Temple in the western hemisphere. She also spoke about the theme of building
solidarity with other community members in their shared history. She then answered several questions
from LHS members. Ellen thanked Sharanjit for informative presentation.
Fred thanked everyone for attending tonight's AGM. He also introduced the new CN Station Manager,
Helen Williams, who was interested in getting volunteers to work at the historic rail station this summer.
Meeting adjourned.
____________________________
Fred Pepin, President
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____________________________________
Tom Hammel, Secretary

Lantzville Historical Society
Things are looking up for Lantzville Historical Society. For years, the access to our archives
was during office hours only and not if anyone was meeting in Lantzville’s council chambers.
Two years ago we got our own space, on the lower level of Lantzville’s community hall. With
24/7 access, things are starting to take shape. But I had no idea how long it would take to
inventory our filing cabinet!!!
We have had storage for artifacts for quite a number of years but no one seemed motivated to
give the room some order. Now shelves are going in, and soon, with luck (aka some hard work)
we will be able to find what we want when we have the opportunity to do a display.
Since the municipal elections, we have had a history friendly council, thus, we have been able
to get some funding for major expenditures.
We do suffer from a problem that is all too common these days throughout the volunteer sector
… a lack of bodies to do the many jobs that need doing.
Lynn Reeve
President
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Message from the President
2018 was another exciting year at the Nanaimo Museum. We said goodbye to our longtime manager Debbie Trueman as she retired, and welcomed our new General Manager
Sophia Maher in August. We have seen great attendance to the museum and our programs
throughout the year. We hosted 2 travelling exhibits and produced one in-house exhibit, all of
which were well attended. We also hosted over 4,400 students who were participating in our
school programs. We thank the citizens of Nanaimo for their enthusiasm and support.
We were honoured to receive a very generous bequest from the estate of Art Leynard. Mr.
Leynard was a lifetime member of the museum and very active in the museum during its early
years. The bequest came as a surprise and we are grateful for his tremendous gift.
The City of Nanaimo continues to provide integral support for our operating budget and our operations in general. The
stability the City provides enables the museum to continue to grow in its ability to serve the community. The Board would
like to thank the City of Nanaimo for its ongoing support of the museum.
We are also very grateful to those who partner with us on various projects and who work with us as we try and fulfill our
overall vision. The Board thanks all the organizations who we’ve had the pleasure of working with and would specifically like
to thank the Snuneymuxw First Nation and VIU for the work we have done together.
Our passionate and talented staff continue to excel in the development of programming and opportunities to engage with
the community. Just walk through the museum, or attend one of the museum’s programs, and you will quickly see the
creativity, talent and enthusiasm of our staff that sets our museum apart from most community museums. We on the Board
know that we are truly blessed to have such a fantastic staff. Thank you!
Finally, the Board is proud of the commitment of our 37 volunteers who continue to support the museum through their
time and energy in delivering quality experiences and programming to our guests. Volunteer time and effort is critical to our
efforts and we thank you. I would also personally like to thank all of the members of the Board of Directors, who are also
valued volunteers, for their ongoing commitment and support to the museum. Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers.
John Manning, President
Nanaimo & District Museum Society

2018 Nanaimo Museum Board Members

2

Vice President
Ed Yewchin

Treasurer
Douglas Peterson

Secretary
Eveline O’Rourke

Special Advisor
Regan Seward

Director
Rob Fletcher

Director
Moira Jenkins

Director
Dr. Ralph Nilson

Director
Shirley Lance

Director
Bruno Dragani

Director
Paula Waatainen

General Manager’s Report
2018 at the Nanaimo Museum was a year of continued success and change. The most significant
change was the retirement of General Manager Debbie Trueman in early September. Debbie has
been an anchor in the community for many years and, as I have come to realize in the months
since her departure, has left a big pair of shoes to fill. She has built an incredible team of talented
and passionate professionals and has left the museum in a state of growth and success. I am
incredibly grateful for the support she has provided me as I’ve transitioned into the leadership of
the organization and I wish her all the best as she enjoys well earned new adventures.
The gift store has had another excellent year and we would like to thank our members and the
community for their continued support. We enjoyed a warm and cozy members-only shopping
event in November and are already looking forward to the next one.
Our programming has been dynamic and exciting, we had over 4400 students take part in our school programs in 2018, and our
fall Lantern Tours ran at capacity and were completely sold out. Our in-house exhibit: Extension, BC – Divided in Solidarity was
very popular and we thank the community members who helped us tell these extraordinary stories. A Call for Justice: Fighting

for Japanese Redress (1977-1988) is a travelling exhibit from the Nikkei National Museum which was with us through the summer
was also well attended. We closed out the year with Kids Celebrate! a fun and educational exhibit from the Canadian Museum of
History specifically designed for children.
I am honoured and grateful to be back in Nanaimo, working in this wonderful facility, living and working on the traditional territory
of the Snuneymuxw First Nation, sharing this beautiful city with my family and friends. People have been asking me what I plan to
do with the museum next. My first item of business has been to get to know the museum, the team, our membership and guests,
our supporters, partners, and to reacquaint myself with the community through the lens of my new role. As I’ve spent more and
more time with the team and in the space I can see that there is a high demand for increased programming and outreach so we
are working on developing capacity in those areas. I am eager to further explore diversity in the gallery, adding more stories that
represent the wide variety of backgrounds and histories of the citizens of Nanaimo. I’m excited to continue to work with the City
of Nanaimo on initiatives that will serve our community and I deeply appreciate the support they have given me since I started. I
would like to thank everyone who has welcomed me so warmly, from the staff and Board, to the volunteers, members, families,
businesses, and organizations. I’m thrilled to be here and look forward to working with the wonderful team here at the Museum,
and with all of you, as we look to the future.
Sophia Maher, General Manager
Nanaimo & District Museum Society

2018 Nanaimo Museum Staff

Debbie Trueman
General Manager
(Retired)

Darrell Bell
Research, Database &
Maintenance

Aimee Greenaway
Curator

Jordan Johns
Exhibit Technician

Chelsea Forseth
Acting Communications
& Rental Coordinator

Stephanie Kveton
Program Coordinator

Tammy Reid
Gift Shop & Visitor
Services

Charlotte DeRook
Gift Shop / Front Desk

Becka MacDonald
Communications &
Rental Coordinator
(Maternity Leave)
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Museum News
Significant Staff Changes
Last September, Debbie Trueman retired after
29 years at the Nanaimo Museum. Among many
achievements during her time at the Nanaimo
Museum, Debbie moved the museum to a new
location in the Vancouver Island Conference Centre
in 2008. Debbie Trueman received an Award of
Distinguished Service from the Canadian Museum’s
Association in 2018. We wish Debbie well in her
retirement and thank her for her many years of
service.
Following Debbie’s retirement, the Nanaimo
Museum staff welcomed a new general manager
Sophia Maher. Sophia is proud of the museum
and committed to growing into the future based on the strong work that has been put in place by Debbie and the
team. “The Nanaimo Museum is well respected for its collections practices, its diverse and engaging programming,
its talented and passionate team members, and its involvement in the museum community both provincially and
nationally.”

Community Support for Local History Exhibit
The Extension, BC: Divided in Solidarity exhibit had strong community engagement. Starting in the early research
stage, the community of Extension supported the exhibit with artifacts and archival loans and first-person accounts of
what life was like. Aimee Greenaway gave two presentations on the exhibit, the first presentation in February sold out
with 60 people attending and 70 attended the encore presentation before the exhibit closed.
Not only was the museum thrilled by the level of community support received, but the exhibit also made an impact
on Extension. After the exhibit closed a private collection of 2,000 slides were digitized for preservation purposes and
for use in historical presentations at the Extension Community Hall, to be held in 2019.
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Collections & Artifacts
2018 Acquisition Highlights
The Nanaimo Museum acquired artifacts that belonged to
Alma (Mazzoline) Galasso. She was born in Nanaimo in 1900
and her family moved to Extension in 1901. After attending high
school and Normal School (teacher training) in Victoria, Miss
Mazzoline became principal of Extension School in the 1930s.
The collection includes fine handmade clothing and needlepoint
made by Alma as
well as a fountain
pen she used
while principal
of Extension
School. These
objects reflect
the personal and work life of a woman who had an impact on the
community through the education system.
A baby blanket with several surprising layers of stories went into the
Nanaimo Mysteries exhibit almost immediately after donation. The
artifact was woven in 1952 by Ethel Squire, a member of Brother XII’s
Aquarian Foundation. Ethel and her mother, Lucinda, were from New
York and joined the cult in 1928. They operated a successful weaving
business, Squier Studios, from their property at Cedar by the Sea.
Squier Studio had employees and prominent clients such as the
Empress Hotel in Victoria. The blanket ties in with a number of great
Nanaimo stories especially Brother XII’s cult and female entrepreneurs.
This is the first business found to be operating at Brother XII’s colony.

Collections Plan Update
The 5th year of the museum’s inventory and deaccession project resulted in significant improvements in the
organization of off-site storage at 100 Cameron Road. Many thanks to the volunteers on the Collections Committee for
their tireless efforts in moving this project forward from year to year, including Chair Rob Fletcher, Joyce Hardcastle,
Michael Hartmann and Lynette Harper, as well as museum staff.
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Feature Exhibitions
Extension: Divided in Solidarity
(February 9-May 4)
The community of Extension grew up around a coal mine
started in the late 1890s by infamous BC coal family the
Dunsmuirs. Extension was diverse and included residents
with Italian, British, Finnish, eastern European, American
and Chinese backgrounds. Churches, stores, hotels, a
school, cultural halls and a Chinatown were part of the
community. Surprising stories include the connection of
acclaimed Canadian artist, EJ Hughes, to Extension, African
American coal mining families and a group of Communists.
The exhibit featured artifacts, photos and maps from
museums, archives, art galleries and public collections.

A Call for Justice
(May 12-September 3)
A Call for Justice explores human rights and the
determination of the Japanese Canadian community.
The exhibit examined the ten-year fight for redress
using historic photographs, artifacts, poetry, personal
statements, art and video. 2018 is the 30th anniversary of
the Canadian government’s official apology to Japanese
Canadians.

Kids Celebrate!
(September 12 - November 24)
The exhibition was divided into four zones, each evoking
a different season, family and community setting.
Children learned more about the many celebrations that
Canadians enjoy throughout the year – from food, music,
decorations and games, to the values of giving, sharing
and hope for the future. This is a travelling exhibition from
the Canadian Museum of History.

Winters’ Past
(December 3 - 29)
Snow transformed Nanaimo’s scenery and street scenes
into postcard-worthy landscapes.

These historical

photos span over a century and provide a glimpse into
winters from Nanaimo’s past. People went outdoors to
enjoy the season, whether to skate on Long Lake or head
up to the local ski hill on Green Mountain. Some winters
were so harsh that Nanaimo’s harbour froze solid across
to Protection Island, which happened in 1875 and 1876.
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Community Hallway Displays
Tales from the Crescent
(April- June 28)
Victoria Crescent has been home to many businesses
in its history. Let us take a stroll back in time to take
a glimpse at four of them. We looked at the people
involved and their connections in the community and
beyond. We will also take a look at what currently
occupies the spaces where those yesteryear businesses
once flourished in the community.

By Lantern Light: Tales from the Lantern
Tour (September 1 - November 1)
This photographic display curated from the Nanaimo
Museum photograph collection captured different
modes of celebration. Royal visits, sporting victories,
New Years, parades, fairs, and ground breakings.

The Forgotten Flu
(December 15 2018 - February 15 2019)
In 1918 the Spanish Flu swept around the globe and Nanaimo
was not immune. Local business, industries and schools
closed and an emergency hospital opened.

To coincide

with the 100th anniversary of the Spanish Flu Epidemic,
Vancouver Island University history students, supervised by
Katharine Rollwagen, developed an exhibit in the Community
Gallery that looks at how the Spanish Flu affected Nanaimo.
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Programming
In 2018, public programming at the museum ramped up, with enthusiastic response from members and other visitors.
Crafternoons were a new teen/adult/senior program series, which encouraged participants to engage in culture and
history through participation. Community members with the Central Vancouver Island Japanese-Canadian Society led
some of the sessions to link with A Call for Justice, the May-September feature exhibit, and members of the Squamish
Nation led a full-day catered session on Coast Salish Weaving. Each of the sessions were well-attended or sold out, with
a total of 91 participants from as far away as Vancouver, Victoria, and Qualicum Beach.
Many thanks to Sato Naomi and staff, Kim Cowley-Adam, Chepximiya Siyam Chief Janice George, and Skwtsimeltxw
Buddy Joseph for their engaging and interesting sessions.
Lantern tours proved to be extremely and unexpectedly popular this year. With two tours selling out in a matter of days,
Museum staff worked quickly to schedule more tour dates and train extra guides. Fourteen tours through October and
early November sold out, signalling a desire in the community for more of this type of programming in the future. Thanks
to Sophia, Ali, and Maya for taking on some of these tours. During the same period, Aimee led two sold-out Brother XII
presentations, and the museum hosted the annual Haunted Coal Mine event, drawing 1,400 visitors.
The fall feature exhibit, Kids Celebrate!, offered the opportunity for school-aged kids to play in the gallery, using a variety
of interactives to learn about the holidays celebrated by Canadians. Elementary school classes had the option of booking
extra time after their school program to explore the exhibit.
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Volunteers
This year, our volunteers really came through for us and helped to make sure the gallery was a welcoming, safe, and
tidy place for visitors of all ages. Nathaniel started with the museum in May and wowed us all with his enthusiasm and
interest in learning. Ronny was a major help
in prepping supplies for both school and
public programming each week. Our gallery
hosting team of Alex, Dean, Les, Nathaniel
and Ronny kept visitors welcomed and
informed all year long. In the fall, volunteers
from VIU and Nanaimo Ambassadors helped
monitor and tidy the (sometimes chaotic)

Kids Celebrate exhibit. With the help of our
program volunteers Ali, Bronwyn, Christy,
Debbie, Danielle, Ellen, Kingsley and Rosa,
the museum hosted 800 K-2 students
in only three weeks for the Yesteryear
Christmas program in December. Thank you
to all of our wonderful volunteers!

Total Volunteer Investment in 2018: 1721 Hours/$25,815
2018 Volunteers

• Genevieve Foglietta

• Roberto Donoghue

Board of Directors

• Darsey Batchelor

• Jelly (Luo) Xiaoyun

• Ronny Plas

• Alexander Schaum

• John Hofman

• Rosa Wilding

• Breanne Larson

• Joy Bi

• Samantha Demidavicius

• Brian Roberts

• Kevin Story

• Saw Joshua Kyi

• Bronwyn Frazer

• Kingsley Brown

• Sharon Brown

• Bubbles DeMille

• Les Dickason

• Sonja Ballard

• Chinny Li

• Linda Kocot

• Susan Dobson

• Chris Streiter

• Lori Wanhill

Collections Committee

• Christy Campbell

• Lorna McLellan

• Rob Fletcher

• Bruno Dragani

• Danielle Holmes

• Marta Wright

• Lynette Harper

• Paula Waatainen

• Dean Lambert

• Nancy Lutes

• Joyce Hardcastle

2018 Students

• Debbie Sunnus

• Nathaniel Morley

• Michael Hartmann

• Maya Redlick

• Ellen Holmes

• Norm Swanson

• Maggie Acorn

• Emily Edwards

• Pat Piercy

• Tori Ramgren

• John Manning
• Ed Yewchin
• Douglas Peterson
• Eveline O’Rourke
• Rob Fletcher
• Moira Jenkins
• Shirley Lance
• Regan Seward
• Dr. Ralph Nilson
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In Memory of Joyce Command (1926-2018)
We are sad to announce the passing of long-time volunteer Joyce
Command. In 1993 she started volunteering at the museum and
continued until 2017. Joyce contributed an astounding 7,949 hours to the
museum over the years, volunteering at the gift shop in the centennial
museum building and later assisting with the photo collection. Joyce
even earned Volunteer of the Year four times for achieving the most
volunteer hours! The museum’s staff and volunteers will miss Joyce’s
attention to detail and quick smile.

Thank You to...
• We acknowledge and thank the Snunéymuxw First Nation whose traditional territory Nanaimo Museum resides
on. We value the opportunity to learn, live and share educational experiences here.
• The City of Nanaimo for their ongoing support
• Nanaimo Port Authority for bringing in the cruise ships, which brought almost 2000 people through the gift shop.
• The City of Nanaimo, Nanaimo Port Authority, and Tourism Nanaimo for their support as Bastion sponsors.
• The Brigadoon Dance Academy & Piper Bill Poppy for their weekly entertainment during the noon cannon firing
ceremony.
• Thrifty Foods for donating juice and cookies for the kids during our popular Yesteryear Christmas Program in
December
• Thank you to everyone who visited the Museum in December. Your admission donations were gratefully received
by the Nanaimo Food Bank.
• Harbour City Bingo, Kiwanis Club of Nanaimo Sunrisers and Nanaimo Yacht Club for their generous donations.
• Norm Swanson/Telus for being involved with the “Dollars for Doers” program through Team TELUS cares, and Les
Dickason for the production and donation of proceeds from his unique Nanaimo waterfront scene puzzles.
• Thank you to Art Leynard for his generous bequest
• The Central V.I. Japanese-Canadian Cultural Society for their support of A Call for Justice programming
• The Nanaimo Archives for their ongoing research support for exhibits and programming
• VIU for supporting our Community Gallery and loaning archival material for the Extension exhibit.
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Numbers
In 2018 the Nanaimo Museum welcomed 46, 254 people to the museum and 15, 547 people to the Bastion. The
Nanaimo Museum’s total visitor number decreased only slightly this year, but this did not affect earned revenue at all.
Program, venue rentals and gift shop sales increased significantly this year.
These successes are only possible with ongoing community support. We would like to thank the community and our
staff for the growth and development in our programming, shop and rental numbers. There is excellent potential for
even greater growth ahead and we look forward to our next ten years!

Earned Revenue
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The gift shop has been very popular this past year, with
sales increasing yet again in 2018. As our most successful
fundraising effort to date, the proceeds from our nonprofit shop support educational programming and other
museum initiatives throughout the year. We appreciate
the support of both the local community and tourism
market and we look forward to the year ahead. Stop by
and check out our latest offerings, we have something for
everyone! Shopping here is an easy, fun way to support
the museum. Remember – members get a discount on
most items in the shop!
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Sponsorship & Support
Sponsors $10,000+

•
•
•
•

Shaw TV
Nanaimo Community Foundation
Rob’s Acid Staining
Great Canadian Casino

•
•
•
•

Thrifty Foods
RBC Foundation
Andreas Kunert
Flying Fish

•
•

Nanaimo 2002 BC Summer Games
Mary Holmes

Adopted Artifacts

•

1st Adopted Artifact Protection Mine Pocket Watch:
Descendants of Robert McArthur
Antique Radio Collection:
Rob Fletcher
Apothecary Chest: Ed Yewchin
Bastion Carronade #1: Ed Yewchin

•

Bastion Carronade #2: Hub
International
Coast Salish Dugout Canoe:
Northwest Properties
Deane FInlayson Family Collection:
Woodgrove Centre

•

Joseph McKay’s Trunk:
Chuck & Ellie Madill
Mark Bate’s Cornet/Hat/Walking
Stick: The Estate of Gerald George
Berry
Chinese Pillow Collection: In
Memory of Barbara Mar

Carpenter/Cabinet Maker
Collection:
Frank and Grace Turley (Jim
Turley)
Chinatown Watercolours: Marjorie
& John O’Callaghan
Fiesta Lanes Bowling Collection:
Zorkin Family
Heavenly Bats Sign: Dr. & Mrs.
Lawrence Tang Family
Japanese Dolls: Brenda and
Vern Yoshida

•

Laura Gilbert Wedding Dress:
Pamela Mar
Lions Head Mask: Jacque Mar
Lotus Hotel Stained Glass
Window: A1 Septic - Ron & Jamie
Jackson
Magic Lantern Projector: Shaw TV
Mine Rescue Rebreather: Dave
Ilyn, Marlene Peaker, Christopher
Ilyn
Philco 1949 B&W Television:
A-Channel & Bruce Williams

•

$5,000+ Level
•
•
•

Adopted Artifacts

•

$2,500+ Level

•
•
•
•

Adopted Artifacts
$1,000+ Level

Endowment Fund

Special Thanks

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Princess Royal Chalice: Nanaimo
Historical Society
Purse Collection: Pat Bugera
Remmington Typewriter: Nanaimo
Daily News and Harbour City Star
Victor B. Harrison Bastion
Chinaware: Island Radio
Apothecary Bench & Grinder: In
Memory of Marion & Ed Lee

Nanaimo Yacht Club, L’Association
des Francophone de Nanaimo,
Mike Bonkowski, MISA BC, Sandra
Thompson, Richard & Barbara Little,
Pamela Mar (x2), Tiger Lily Events
(Tara Keeping), John Ruttan, Shirley

Lance, Nanaimo & Duncan & Labour
Council, Geraldine A. Hemphill,
Columbia Bakery (Rolf & Marie
Hesser), Retired Teachers Association,
Barbara Cowling, Lynne & Dick Bowen,
George & Gina Gall, Delicious Bites

Catering & Dahl Bates Faily, Jack
Pagani, Mary Holmes, Nanaimo News
Bulletin, Robert Calderwood, Altrusa
International Club of Nanaimo, Eveline
O’Rourke, Tom Hickey

•
•

•

•

Estate of Hilda John
Vancouver Foundation
Renaissance Fund

•

Jan Peterson
(Proceeds from A Place in Time)
Art Leynard

Leonard Krog

Special thanks to Jan Peterson for the continued donation of proceeds form her book A Place in Time.

Major Sponsors $50,000+

Nanaimo Museum

The Nanaimo Museum is grateful for the support

100 Museum Way

250-753-1821

of all of our donors. For a complete list visit:

In the Vancouver Island Conference Centre

info@nanaimomuseum.ca

nanaimomuseum.ca

Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria
President’s Report for the year 2018
This report will cover the calendar year from January to December 2018.
Meetings and Events
There were no Member’s evenings or bus trips during 2018.
The Annual General Meeting for 2017 was held on February 28, 2018 at Old Craigflower
School.
Drew Waveryn will give an illustrated talk about his trip to VIMY 100.
Projects and activities
The society’s tour program included Sunday afternoon tours at Ross Bay Cemetery as
well as other Greater Victoria historic cemeteries; tours for Women’s History Month in
October; the Annual Halloween Ghost Walk at Ross Bay Cemetery; and 5 Ghost Bustours at the end of October attended by about 400 people. Society tour guides also
delivered approximately 20 private tours to 770 persons, mainly school groups. These
tours were on various themes, such as Ghost Walks, Remembrance Day, and BC history.
There were some presentations to various community groups.
The Research Committee continued its work on the Ross Bay Cemetery burial database
and gathered material used for the Sunday tour program. Researchers attended a number
of family history fairs and responded to many requests from descendants for information
on gravesites and family history.
Volunteer recorders inventoried and checked over 50 Ross Bay Cemetery monuments
while 70 monuments received cleaning during the year. A student under contract has
completed entering about 8000 photos into our data base. The data base is almost
complete, except for the odd marker or plot that slipped by & was found later & then
added to the data base.
A student archivist under the direction of Yvonne van Ruskenveld was employed for a
period of 6 months to sort out our burial files. The files were cleaned up, new copies
made that would not fade over time & cross referenced to the plots the families were
interred in at Ross Bay Cemetery. This makes our files more useable & they are filed in
accordance with professional filing protocol.
BC Historical Federation Conference
The British Columbia Historical Federation held its annual conference in Nakusp on May
24 - 27 of 2018. A number of OCS members attended.
New publishing imprint Stories in Stone
In May 2018, the OCS launched its new publishing imprint Stories in Stone. A
Guide to Victoria's Historic Jewish Cemetery, by Amber Woods, is the first in a
series of publications that will inform the public of the importance of heritage
cemeteries and the social history of the community, region and province.

A second booklet, “Favorite Ghost Stories” was rewritten, new graphics added,
new stories added and reprinted under the new format.
Booths
We had a booth at the Black History Event, Buccaneer Days, Highland Games and the
Family History Seminar in March. At these events, we answer questions about the final
resting place of relatives & friends. Explained the role played by the OCS in Ross Bay
Cemetery. Answered questions about burials rites & genealogy
Member’s Picnic
A member’s picnic was held on Wednesday, July 8. About 30 people attended.
Office volunteers continue to organize the photograph collection, biography files and
obituaries in the office.
Marker Repairs
A number of grave markers were subject to varying degrees of refurbishing.
Old Burying Ground Revitalization
From 2012 continuing on into 2015 your executive was involved on City of Victoria
advisory committees for both Ross Bay Cemetery and The Old Burying Ground. The revitalization of the Old Burying Ground commenced in 2013 with phase 1 & 2 being
completed. There has been very little action toward completing this project for the past
three years. The city has work scheduled for phase 3 over the next few years, depending
on funding. This is a work in progress depending on funds with no action occurring in
2018.
Membership is now at about 180. We attracted about a dozen new members this year.
Lease with Ross Bay Villa Society
The Ross Bay Villa Society purchased Ross Bay Villa from TLC in late October, 2015
and they are now our landlord. A rental agreement was drawn up starting in January 2016
for a term of two years with the rent being $210 per month. The existing lease was
extended for a period of one year at the same rental rate. A new lease for 2019 has not
been received, so we continued submitting the original rate of $210 per month until, a
new rate is requested.
I would like to thank the hard working executive for all their support and effort.
Lastly I would like to thank all the volunteers and members that help to make this group
the success it is.
Thank you.
Gerry F. Buydens

SHS Annual General Meeting 2019 - PRESIDENT's REPORT
This past year has been an eventful one, to say the least! In the past twelve months, the
Surrey Historical Society has proven itself a truly city-wide organization. The SHS has
engaged the city in its MEMORY SOCIALS, which will have visited seven distinct areas by
its final session in May. The SHS continues to be an advocate for heritage by engaging
with other non profits, the City's BIAs, the
Chambers of Commerce, and working with Heritage Services
and other City Departments on a number of projects that
benefit the entire city. Our participation in Remembrance
Day events, the commitment to revive the SURREY STORIES
REPORTS, our presence at HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMISSION
meetings and our continued support for the ARCHIVES and
MUSEUM have given the SHS the legitimacy to ask for and
receive cultural grants. This work has also been recognized in
the press and I am sure has helped grow our membership to
its highest level.
I am particularly proud of the work done by our members in
getting the job of heritage promotion done. Jim and Roger were
front and centre this year with their involvement in securing and
recording the move of ANNIEDALE SCHOOL to the Museum of
Surrey. These two were responsible for the HENRY HOUSTON
SCOTT PARK Project and the society's national recognition for their
hard work. Surrey has more than a new green space - it has a new
recognition of the diversity of the pioneers that established our
city. Jim and Roger's efforts were read into Parliament records by MP John Aldag. Photo: New Scott Gravestone
The society is following the slow but steady progress of our
nomination for a national historic site designation for the NEW
WESTMINSTER RAILWAY BRIDGE and one of our memory
socials will be held in White Rock at the invitation of that city's
mayor.
Our eighty five members come from all parts of the city,
greater Vancouver and even as far as Ontario. The membership
represents over twenty organizations that support historical
heritage. We have gifted membership to members of First
Nations and our memory socials have brought connections to seniors and the programs that serve
them. Thanks to Sue Bryant, the SHS is now a community page on Facebook and offers yet another
opportunity to have a heritage conversation with the community and beyond. Our website, which Jack
Brown has created and maintained, and its domain name is secured for the next nine years and will
continue to be the signature face of the society.
Yes, this has been another great year for our society and I have been very fortunate to have a great
executive that has volunteered hundreds of hours facilitating the memory socials, keeping the
membership informed, attending the many meetings and sharing their ideas. Thanks to JACK, ERNIE,
CHARLENE, JOHN, KATHLEEN, BARB, KEN, CORRY, ROGER, JIM, SUE, JUDY, and especially ELLEN for all
your hard work this past year.

It has also been a sad year for us. In March we lost Jack Brown to cancer and his
passing reminds me that as busy as we have been in the past year he was
responsible for a lot more in his long association with the SHS , Heritage Fairs, and
education. He is responsible for the SHS website and as its webmaster has kept tens
of thousands familiar with our city's proud history. We hope to add to his legacy by
being a supporter of the return of Heritage Fairs in 2020 and writing the stories of
our City in all forms of media. We know Sue Bryant will continue the website with
the same passion she has demonstrated in her historical columns for Black Press.
Surrey is very fortunate to have the SHS and I am equally fortunate to have had the opportunity to
represent this group of dedicated members this past year.
We look forward to our year ahead...
Please remember we will be hosting the British Columbia Historical Federation Conference in June 2020!
Respectfully,
Michael Gibbs, SHS President
April 2019

NELSON and DISTRICT MUSEUM, ARCHIVES, ART GALLERY and HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(a.k.a.Touchstones Nelson Museum of Art and History)
2018 in Review
• 15,550 Visitors
• 1,500 Students, Children, Youth
• 795 Members (129 new members in 2018)
• 85 Active Volunteers [3,738 hrs.]
• 250 Community curators

• 170 Archive research inquiries
• 35 Archival/Collections volunteers [2,000 hrs.]
• Touchstones Flickr site contains approx. 5,000 images
• Flickr site: 4.6 million hits in 8 yrs. with average of 4,000/day
• 6-8 archival photos posted on Facebook for #Throwback Thursday

VISION: An inclusive society inspired by the convergence of art and history.
MISSION: To be a cultural hub that provides integrative art and regional history programs to encourage new
perspectives and foster a collaborative community.
PUBLIC PROGRAMMES & EVENTS
• January: Member Benefit Event — Archives tour with Archivist, J.P. Stienne
• February: Paul Seesequasis: Indigenous Archival Photo Project
• March: Museum Mash and Volunteer Appreciation event
• April: Membership Benefit Event — Curator tour
• May: Shawn Lamb Archives: Flickr album launch of Nelson’s Golden Jubilee, Women’s History Walking Tours
of downtown Nelson and a very special celebration for Shawn Lamb’s 80 th birthday
• June: Shawn Lamb Archives: Flickr album launch of the Hunter Family album, 2nd Annual Touchstones Gala
• July: “Architecture of Nelson Walking Tour
• August: A Mountain Biking Retrospective, Architecture of Nelson Walking Tour
• September: Membership Benefit Event — Bunker tour, Ladybird (speedboat record holder) in Nelson Road
King’s parade, Art Deco Walking Tour of Nelson
• November: 402 Anderson Street: a History , Remembrance Day display in lobby, Asian Heritage panel
discussion, Volunteer Appreciation event, Shawn Lamb Archives: Flickr album launch of The Empress
Community newspaper
ARCHIVIST REPORT
• House Histories continue to be popular
• Over 6,000 objects were moved from the former Anderson Street location to the Grey Building bunker
• High-density mobile storage units installed for collection items
• Collection additions of note: William Drewry surveying books, 1940s painting of Nelson Chinatown, Greyhound
Canada memorabilia (Greyhound Canada began in Nelson, 1922)
• Research for future women’s history virtual tour
• Created Guiding & Scouting display for Kokanee Creek Park Visitor Centre
• Over 1,200 historic reference articles in Archives listed and added to website
• Over 7,000 biographical records completed
• A list of over 15,000 Nelson obituary records almost completed

EXHIBITIONS
•

Feb. 22- May 27: Paul Seesequasis: Indigenous Archival Photo Project

•

Mar. 8 – May 27: She, We, They: the Women Show — history of Kootenay feminism in collaboration with the
Nelson & District Women’s Centre

•

Aug 18 – Nov. 4: A Mountain Biking Retrospective — explored the culture, characters, infrastructure and
landscape of mountain bike culture in Nelson and the Kootenays

•

Nov. 2 – Feb. 24: 402 Anderson Street: a History — dedicated to the former history including the infamous 2003
fire while “looking forward to the past”

R.J. (Ron) Welwood

Victoria Historical Society Report
Submitted by Jack Bryden
It is interesting to recap the range of great presentations that the Victoria Historical Society
(VHS) has had this year. The VHS presentations are attended by approximately 50 to a 100 of
our members. We do not have our own facility but each month we rent a large meeting room at
the James Bay New Horizons Centre. On several evening we have come close to reaching
capacity.
We started the 2018-2019 season with Stuart Stark’s story describing Oak Bay’s most amazing
building. In October Kevin Neary discussed the Newcombes and how they shaped the Royal BC
Museum. In November Jason Colby detailed how we have changed our views about the natural
world with Killer Whales becoming known as Orca. Jenny Seeman was the keynote speaker at
our Christmas Luncheon held at the Union Club. The great food did not get in the way of the
audience’s interest in her well-researched account of life in service at Hatley Park. Pat Roy
published a new book this year about the history of the BC Provincial Museum and in January,
2019 she gave a presentation to our membership. In February Nick Russell graciously gave a
presentation about unknown, but important, architects of Victoria. In March Kathryn Bridge
described the life and art of Sophie Pemberton and in April Yvonne Van Ruskeveld discussed the
United Empire Loyalists of Victoria. We are presently building our list of speakers for September
2019 to May 2020 and it looks like it will be a good year.

