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Welcome from Conference Coordinator
Welcome to Cloverdale for the 2014 BCHF Annual
Conference presented in partnership with the Surrey Historical
Society.
The activities of this two-day event are scheduled throughout
the community of Cloverdale, Surrey’s historical heart. It is
home to a number of historical sites and museums and you will
discover it manages to maintain a small town ambience.
In addition to the scheduled speakers and activities I hope

Past President Barb Hynek
Photographer: Derek Hayes

delegates will take the opportunity to visit the museums listed on the schedule as free time
activities and also visit the book fair sponsored by the British Columbia Genealogical Society
taking place in the Surrey Museum on Saturday afternoon.
Barb Hynek, Past President
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Agenda for Annual General Meeting
Saturday June 7, 2014 9:00 am. Meeting Room, Holiday Inn
Sign‐in for delegates begins at 8:30 am (coffee and muffins)
1.

Welcome and recognition of Societies represented

2.

In Memoriam

3.

Welcome to new BCHF members

4.

Report on attendance and voting delegates

5.

Minutes of previous AGM (in reports package)– corrections and approval

6.

Treasurer’s Report


Financial Statements for the year ended March 31, 2014

7.

President’s Report, Barry Gough

8.

Committee Reports


Reports will be available in conference registration package. Chairs will be
available to answer any questions or concerns.

9.

New Business
a.

Items arising from Council meeting

b.

Election of Officers and Directors

c.

Advocacy – M. Guibord.

10. Future Conferences


2015 Quesnel

11. Appreciation to our conference partner, Surrey Historical Society
12. Announcements


Afternoon and evening events

13. Member Society Reports
14. Adjournment
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Nominations for Election at the 2014 Annual General Meeting
Officers
President – Gary Mitchell
Gary A. Mitchell was appointed Provincial Archivist (October 1998)
and Vice President, Archives, Collections and Knowledge in January,
2013. Within his responsibilities are the provincial archives, the museum
collection, research on human history and natural history of the province
as well as chair of the Public Documents. Born and raised near Fort Langley, he started Public
Service in 1985 after obtaining his Masters of Archival Studies at UBC. Gary’s contributions
were recognized by his peers in November 2001 with “Distinguished Service and Leadership
Award” by the UBC’s School of Library, Archival and Information Studies, the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee Medal for “exemplary public service leadership” and in 2012, the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Medal for “services to Heritage and Preservation.” In additional to his archival and
historical interests, he has an interest in how societies use symbolism to express their differences;
which explains his interests in heraldry, vexillology, military history, public administration and
parliamentary traditions and precedence.

1st Vice President – K. Jane Watt
Jane was awarded her PhD in English from the University of Alberta in 1997.
Since then, she has become an award-winning writer, researcher, editor and
book producer under the name Fenton Street Publishing House. As a
consultant, she has worked with a range of clients to capture the varied history
of British Columbia. She is also the author of Milk Stories: A History of the
Dairy Industry in British Columbia, 1827-2000 (2000); High Water: Living With the Fraser Floods
(2006); Places of Her Heart: The Art and Life of Barbara Boldt (2012); and The Boy Who Paints
(2013) along with painter Richard Cole.
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2nd Vice President – Vacant

Secretary – Judy Lam Maxwell
Judy lives in Vancouver specializes in the history of Chinatowns and Chinese
transnational migration. She is very involved in Chinatown working with a
number of historical organizations on a variety of projects. In addition to
offering Historic Chinatown Tours, Judy is an instructor at Simon Fraser
University and the Chair of the University Women’s Club Programs Committee.

Treasurer – Kerri Gibson
Kerri is a Certified General Accountant and a partner in her own public
accounting firm Mann, Moulson & Co. She heard about the BC Historical
Federation while she worked at KPMG and was the Society’s external
accountant preparing the financial statements. Kerri lives in Victoria and has
been on other non-profit boards such as Habitat for Humanity and the
Prostate Centre.

Directors
Marie Elliott
A former editor of British Columbia History, Marie enjoys researching and writing
about the settlement history of the province. She has written numerous articles
and books including: Fort St. James and New Caledonia: Where British Columbia
Began and Gold and Grand Dreams: Cariboo East in the Early Years. She is
currently chair of the W.Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarships committee.

Maurice Guibord
Maurice Guibord is the President of the Société historique francophone de la
Colombie-Britannique. He has been involved in culture and heritage for almost
30 years. His museum experience in the curatorial and programming areas in
Calgary’s Glenbow Museum and the Burnaby Village Museum matches his
involvement in heritage, cultural and museum organizations in Alberta and B.C.
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Maurice is also a founding director of the Heritage Vancouver Society, and is active with the
Vancouver Heritage Foundation and with Radio-Canada as a chronicler in the heritage field. He
has been a resident of the Lower Mainland for over 20 years and is presently finishing a Masters
in History at Simon Fraser University.

Ron Hyde
Ron has served on the BCHF Board since 2001, introduced and served as editor
of the Newsletter from 2003–2013, printing and distributing 41 issues. He has
also served as membership chair since 2002 when the Federation had 37
memberships. Since that time the Federation has changed its structure to be
more inclusive by adding Corporate and Associate members and now has
approximately 300 memberships in four classifications.

Ken Wuschke
Ken has extensive experience working with the non-profit sector both as an
employee and board director. He has always had an interest in British
Columbia and Pacific Northwest history. Taking the approach of the 100 Mile
History Diet, he is often found looking around community museums, listening
to people talk about their town's past, and reading about what BC the place it
is today. Among his main focal points about our past is railway and cultural history of the early
and mid-20th century. He is a former member of the MSA Museum Society board in
Abbotsford.
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Minutes of 2013 Annual General Meeting
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President’s Report
Dear Members and Associates
This Annual General Meeting, combined as it is with our Conference gathering at Cloverdale,
will be a glorious celebration of our many achievements of this past year — and a not unwelcome
reminder of challenges that lie ahead.
Since 1922 we have been proclaiming the importance of British Columbia’s history. In this past
year your Council and those who hold Office on your behalf have worked diligently to make sure
that we operate in a responsible and efficient manner. Our financial position is strong and bright,
and we thank our Treasurer for professional efforts and oversight. Once again, our book prize
committee has done a commendable job, and I want to thank Bill Morrison, who has steered it
with skill and an eye to the future. As is well known, BCHF champions the history of
communities, and indeed BCHF is a way of bringing these communities together through the
links of historical literature. Our book prizes reflect this trend in part.
I want to pay special tribute to the new ways that news is disseminated and the concerns on
heritage matters are addressed. Andrea Lister, editor of British Columbia History, plays a much
larger role as newsletter editor. In the past twelve months, building on systemic changes already
put forward in the planning process to ensure a sustainable future, Andrea has faced all
challenges with determination and abundant success. Our dissemination of news and publication
of our magazine is bringing not only reduced costs: even more welcome is the praise we are
receiving from the wider public. I have received numerous compliments about our magazine. It is
the flagship of BCHF. I wish to pay special thanks to Jane Watt, our Director who guided our
publications. A process for dealing with Cares, Concerns and Advocacy is now in place, and I
thank Maurice Guibord for outstanding leadership there.
To Barb Hynek I pay a special tribute for guidance and for ongoing work on our annual
conferences. We trust to the continuance of her special talents in this regard which are vital to
our future.
To all the members of Council and to our Officers, departing or continuing, I express my thanks
for your assistance and kindness during this wonderful year.
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To those who serve on prize committees or are advisors on policy matters, a sincere thanks is
offered.
I complete my term knowing that we have accomplished much to make more efficient our ways
of communication, to reduce costs of publication, printing and distribution, and to enable those
who hold responsibilities for their various positions to do their jobs. The results are manifest.
I have been blessed with a very strong board, and a number of measures have been made to
streamline and strengthen it. Once again, our search for candidates continues in order that we
can have representation throughout the Province as well as strength in each of our areas of
interest. We in the British Columbia Historical Federation are not alone in promoting the
history of the Province and of its peoples; and alliances with other societies, museums and groups
of cultural concern will do wonders to strengthen our work and aid our endeavours.
In my new role as past president I will look forward to aiding my successor and council in any
way that I can.
As a thank-offering to the Federation and its great support of British Columbia history I have
endowed the Barry Gough Scholarship in British Columbia History at the University of
Victoria.
Kind regards to you all.
Submitted by:
Barry Gough, President
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Treasurer’s Report
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Committee Reports
Conferences
Cloverdale: Surrey’s Historic Centre: 2014 Conference Report
This year our conference is presented in partnership with the Surrey Historical Society. Much
like last year in Kamloops, the Federation is acting as the financial steward and registrar taking
some of the workload off the local hosts. As past president I took on the role of working as both
the representative of the Federation and the host community since I am also a member of the
SHS board of directors.
Having been closely involved in the past few conferences I understand how much work is
involved at both levels to plan these annual events. There are challenges no matter what the
nature of the relationship with the local hosts whether they are historical associations using
volunteers or museums with paid staff.
I feel very fortunate this year to have tremendous support and assistance from Surrey Historical
Society board and membership, Surrey Heritage Services Department as well as the local
museums, hotels and catering services.
Once again, The Honourable Judith Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia has
accepted our invitation to present the medal for historical writing. Due to her schedule, this year
the writing awards will be presented at the evening reception.
The British Columbia Genealogical Society has agreed to host a book fair this year. Cathy
Magee is the organizer and it will be located in the Surrey Museum on Saturday afternoon from
noon to 4:00 pm. We are hoping the shorter time and more visible location will make this a
successful event. Please try to take the time to visit.
This year I tried to pay attention to some of the comments that have appeared on conference
evaluation forms. A frequent request was to move the conference away from the Mother’s Day
weekend. The event this year is shorter requiring only one or two hotel nights and a lower
registration fee.
This is the first year we have used the automated registration system Eventbrite. This seems to
have worked well for delegates wanting to pay with credit card. We still offered the option using
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a print registration form and submitting a cheque. One of the advantages of Eventbrite is the
record keeping is done automatically and it has the ability to provide nametags and enables us to
easily communicate directly with delegates and ticket holders.
I need to thank Ken Wuschke for agreeing to act as registrar. In addition many other BCHF
board members contribute to the success of each conference. Treasurer Kerri Gibson and editor
Andrea Lister provide countless hours each year. In addition, this year I want to thank Honorary
President Jacqueline Gresko for her assistance in promotion.
And of course thank you to all the delegates who have come to Cloverdale. I hope you have an
enjoyable weekend.
Submitted by
Barb Hynek, Past President

Historical Writing Awards
There were 29 entries this year, about the average number. Our judges did their usual sterling job
— my deep thanks to them.
The winners are as follows:

First Prize and winner of the Lieutenant Governor’s Medal for historical writing.
$2500 and the Lieutenant-Governor’s Medal for historical writing. Forest & Fjord, the History of
Belcarra by Ralph Drew (self published, 2013).

Second Prize
$1500. The Land of Heart's Delight: Early Maps and Charts of Vancouver Island by Michael
Layland (Touchwood Editions, 2013).

Third Prize
$500. Quarantined: Life and Death at William Head Station, 1872-1959 by Peter Johnson
(Heritage House Publishing Co. Ltd. 2013).
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Honourable Mentions (alphabetical)
The Artist In The Cloister: The Life and Works of Father Dunstan Massey by Daphne Sleigh
(Heritage House Publishing Co. Ltd. 2013).
Daughters in the City: Mennonite Maids in Vancouver 1931-61 by Ruth Derksen Siemens
(Fernwood Press, 2013).
Inventing Stanley Park: An Environmental History by Sean Kheraj (UBC Press, 2013).
Bill Morrison, Chair

Historic Trails and Sites Committee
We hear that the BCHF website may be updated to a new system – perhaps the Historic Trails
site can be more accessible. If this is possible we hope to pursue BC Historic Trails that we have
been previously unable to get people to provide information for.
The proposed innovative stainless steel monument to Walter Moberly to be set up on three large
boulders at the Woodenhead Park in Revelstoke is held up because the City of Revelstoke has
not yet committed their part in assisting the set up. We have commitment from the BC Land
Surveyors and potential support from the Professional Engineers, pending a finalized proposal.
Once we have a firm estimate as to the total costs we will be able to apply for a grant to the
Columbia Basin Trust, as Revelstoke is in their area.
We were able to have the Revelstoke newspaper print an article which included the photo of
BC’s Lieutenant Governor, the Honourable Judith Guichon, OBC with the replica of the
proposed Moberly Monument at the BCHF Conference at Kamloops in 2013.
Can we possibly organize a letter writing campaign to David Raven, the Mayor of Revelstoke
asking that we support this project and would like to see the monument erected in Woodenhead
Park, before another season is lost? Can we get each person at our BCHF Conference in
Cloverdale to sign and send this letter?
Respectfully submitted
Tom Lymbery and John Whittaker
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Land Title and Survey Authority
As BCHF representative on the Stakeholder Advisory Committee, Land Title and Survey
Authority of British Columbia I attend meetings three times a year as well as doing periodic
consultations. Members of the BCHF are interested in the LTSA ongoing work on the
inventory and conservation of historic records. We appreciated the tour of the renovated
Kamloops Land Title office during the May 2013 Kamloops conference. The January 8, 2014
Stakeholder Advisory Committee meeting included reports on the renovation of the New
Westminster Land Title office, the Parcel Map BC initiative, and May 2014 launch of the
integrated customer portal.
The Land Title and Survey Authority of British Columbia annual report and planning
documents are available at www.ltsa.ca. The annual general meeting is now held in late June.
This change has affected the schedule of Stakeholder Advisory Committee meetings. They are
now held in January and September.
If you are interested in historic records at the LTSA you can go to the website www.ltsa.ca then
General Public, then How to Access Records, then Historical Records. The LTSA recommends
that you consult a registry agent or an historian for research.
If you have not yet read Jay Sherwood’s book, Furrows in the Sky: the Adventures of Gerry
Andrews, I think you will enjoy it. Gerry served as surveyor general and also as president of the
BCHF. His articles in BC Historical News are quoted in Sherwood’s book.
Jacqueline Gresko
Member Stakeholder Advisory Committee, Land Title and Survey Authority of British Columbia
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Membership
The membership report presented at the 2013 Annual General Meeting in Kamloops reported a
total membership of 322.
The Federation’s membership as of this report consists of


113 Societies who represent 27,160 members



23 Affiliate members



201 Associate members



5 Corporate members

for a total membership of 341 members an addition of 20 since 2014. There is a fair turnover of
members in the Associate classification.
Our partner and corporate member Johnson Inc. offer members and Society members special
group rates for travel, home, auto and now pet insurance. Johnson Inc. Also support the
Federation with advertising in the Newsletter and small give-aways at our conferences.
We receive a fair number of Associate memberships through our website membership page and
payment by PayPal. There has been increased interest in the Federation, BC history and the
work we for the preservation and promotion of BC’s history.
Respectfully submitted
Ron Hyde, Membership Chair

British Columbia History
Magazine Liaison Report for 2014 AGM
British Columbia History is the flagship publication of the BCHF. It is currently solvent and
generates a small surplus. We are working to improve the magazine incrementally within its
existing revenue envelope. We are committed to increasing our subscriber base as well as the
quality of experience for readers.
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This is the first report to an AGM from the new position of Magazine Liaison, created after the
discontinuation of the Publications Committee. British Columbia History was in good shape
when it was placed under this portfolio: in the last few years, the Publications Committee and
the editor, Andrea Lister, have made significant strides in terms of its scheduling (regular,
scheduled delivery), its look (colour cover, fresh look), its cost effectiveness (new printer, new
mailer), and its legal obligations in a modern world (author agreements).
Over the last year, we have made a significant transition in terms of operation by consolidating
subscription services at the Magazine Association of BC (MagsBC) office at #201-318 Homer
Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 2V2. Phone: 604-688-1175. Fax: 604-687-1274. Email:
subscriptions@bchistory.ca
This is shaping up to be a very collegial, professional, and increasingly efficient partnership.
Tasks of this office include being point of first contact for callers and for society mail, managing
subscriptions, providing the mailing list to mailing service, servicing magazine subscription
services and bookstores for retail sales, storing and archiving back issues, selling back issues.
Workplan for 2014
1.

Continue to run the magazine as lean as possible. In 2013 under the direction of Barb
Hynek, a number of cost-cutting measures were introduced. Magazine overstock was
limited to 25, rental of our storage locker for back issues was discontinued, and a contract
was entered into with MagsBC to handle our subscriptions and renewals process.

2.

Continue to streamline processes with MagsBC to make sure subscriber experience is as
good as possible. If members could share their experiences with us about this new
arrangement, it would help us make our customer relations as seamless and pleasant as
possible.

3.

Freshen Design and function of magazine. We will be unveiling an updated design in late
2014 or early 2015. This design and functional update will strengthen the relationship
between the magazine and the Federation, and hopefully, dovetail well with the new
Federation website that is in the planning stage.

4.

Craft and test a mission statement that anchors the work of the magazine.

5.

Increase circulation through fresh design, expanded wholesaling, opportunities and online
store.
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Press run for 46.4 (Winter 2013): 1350.



Press run for 47.1: (Spring 2014): 1385. (Bulk orders for Sports Issue)

6.

Consider ways to increase magazine visibility and reach.

7.

Plan theme Issues/special issues for 2015/2016

8.

Launch Readers' Panel. We are looking for members who might work with us to read
submissions and provide feedback in their interest areas, recruit authors, select and
submit articles to magazine award competitions; and promote the magazine.

With Gratitude
I would like to thank those people who work behind the scenes proofing each issue: Cathy
Magee, Erica Williams, Ron Greene. We could not do without their eagle eyes. Also Sylvia
Stopforth for 10 years of quiet and dedicated work editing the Archives and Archivist column.
I would also like to thank those people who came together as a working group in January of 2014
to share their expertise and articulate their aspirations for the journal: Sylvia Skene, Jacqueline
Gresko, Andrea Lister, John MacFarlane, Barb Hynek, and Janet Nicol.
Our work has also been supported by our Editorial Advisory Group who has been there to
support us over the last couple of years. They need to thanked properly before we transition to
the Readers' Panel. We lost Don Lyon last year, but we would like to thank Anne Edwards, Jan
Gattrell, Catherine Magee, and Ramona Rose.
Thanks to Ron Hyde for his work as Membership Chair — the intersections between
membership and subscriptions are significant.
Thanks to Andrea Lister for her work and vision as editor.
Respectfully submitted by
K. Jane Watt, Magazine Liaison

Newsletter Report
Ron Hyde retired as newsletter editor in June 2013 with issue number 42.
After a short gap, BCHF council approved a pilot project with Andrea Lister as editor. The
newsletter is now delivered as a four-page bi-monthly with advertising space to offset printing
costs. It is also delivered electronically using MailChimp to send a notification email with a link
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to the PDF on bchistory.ca. The notification email contains additional information and
opportunities for advertising.
The December newsletter was mailed to 336 members and emailed to 90. Email subscribers have
been steadily increasing with the addition of a sign-up form on bchistory.ca and a promotional
campaign in the newsletter email subscribers grew to 101 for the February edition.
The electronic list was used to send an email reminder to members about the conference through
an integration between MailChimp and Eventbrite.
The newsletter continues to be a service to members as well as a vehicle to promote the work of
the BCHF. It communicates BCHF news, advocacy issues, and is a vehicle for member societies
to share news and upcoming events. A survey of member societies is underway to determine what
societies would like see more of and less of in the newsletter, please let me know how the
newsletter can serve the societies. Thank you to the council for their support of the newsletter
and its evolution.
Respectfully submitted by
Andrea Lister, Newsletter editor

Recognition
The Recognition Committee has fulfilled its responsibilities to the Federation with much
support and assistance. I would like to acknowledge the work of Dr. Bob Griffin, Curator
Emeritus of History at the Royal BC Museum, Ted Alexis, President of the Victoria Fire
Department Historical Society and Maureen Alexis for their dedication, diligence and patience
in reviewing the articles for the Anne and Philip Yandle Award.
The excellent community projects our member societies and individuals support are
acknowledged and honoured within our communities. However, these activities and efforts are
also worthy of acknowledgement at the provincial level.
While I accept we, as Canadians, are modest of our accomplishments and successes please
consider nominating individuals and societies for certificates. The certificates are but a token of
our deep appreciation for the countless hours given to the preservation of our heritage and

Reporting dates: April 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014

June 7, 2014

29

British Columbia Historical Federation Annual General Meetin

history. Let us show by example, the great work being done throughout the Federation and
British Columbia.
The following are the Award winners to be honoured at the 2014 Conference.
Award Class

Name

Citation

Nominated by

Appreciation

William R. Morrison

For outstanding leadership in the BCHF

B. Gough

annual book awards
Appreciation

Derek Hayes

For leadership in advancing the Federation

B. Gough

in the Web environment.
Appreciation

Barbara Hynek

For tireless efforts in creating a superb

B. Gough

conference planning process.
Merit

Uno Langmann

In recognition of his donation of 18,000

Ron Hyde

historic photographs to the University of
B.C.
Merit

Sylvia Stopforth

In recognition of her dedicated work for

Jane Watt /

the Archives and Archivist column in

Andrea Lister

British Columbia History magazine.
Recognition

Newsletter

Dorothy Dodge of Lytton

In recognition of outstanding leadership in

Peter S. Heaster,

the Lytton Museum and Archives

President

“Almost a Crystal Palace”, (Vol 46, No. 3)

Recognition

Kathleen Murphy ,
President, The Vancouver
General Hospital, School
of Nursing Alumnae
Association

Anne and

Robert Ratcliffe Taylor

Philip Yandle

Committee

Best Article
Best Website

Surrey History by Jack

Website Prize

Brown.

Committee

Gary Mitchell, Recognitions
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W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarship
Only five essays were submitted this year.
Because there was no suitable submission for the 3rd and 4th year prize, President Barry Gough
approved granting two $750 awards for two of the four submissions for the 1st and 2nd year
prize. Those winners are:
Ariel Merriam, 1st year, University of Victoria, Dr. Elizabeth Vibert, professor. Her essay was,
"Building Little Britain".
Colin Osmond, 2nd year, Douglas College, New Westminster, Dr. Ashleigh Androsoff,
professor. His essay was, "'They Were Little Better Than Wild Animals that Rove the Hills':
Ethnocentrism and Denial of Aboriginal Land Rights in early British Columbian History."
Special thanks to Niall Christie for broadcasting the competition on his listserve; to Pat Roy and
Fran Gundry, Committee members, for assisting in the decision process; to Ron Greene for mail
deliveries; and to Kerri Gibson, Treasurer, for providing the cheques promptly.
Marie Elliott, Chair, W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarship
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Website Report
1.

The Federation’s website domain, bchistory.ca has been renewed for five years.

2.

In past years the Federation’s publication was listed as a journal, but this was a dubious
moniker. The term magazine has broader appeal and better describes the Federation’s
quarterly publication. The website has been amended accordingly.

3.

Annual statistics:
2009-10

2010-11

2011-12

2012-13

2013-14

Website visits

8,753

10,527

10,661

10,247*

9,222*

Unique visitors

4,920

5,640

6.386

7,169

6,108

Pages viewed

23,812

28,303

26,262

23,308

21,655

Pages viewed 23,812 28,303

26,262 23,308

21,655

*These 9,222 visitors came from 819 cities in 72 countries/territories
Of these 64.3% were new visitors and 35.7% were returning visitors
4.

Regular maintenance duties have included: uploading the magazine’s latest cover and
table of contents, uploading newsletters, etc.

5.

Suggestions for achievable website improvements are always welcome.

6.

Thanks to our Webmaster, Alistair Fraser, for his extraordinary technological support
and to our website host, the Kootenay Internet Communications Society (KICS) for its
costless, but not priceless, internet service to the Federation.

7.

Enormous technological advances have taken place since the website was first established
in 1998 and later redesigned in 2007. Now is the time to move forward to the next phase
and revamp the website so it will be versatile enough to accommodate new technological
devises. This is also the time for a new Webmaster and Website Editor to oversee such a
transition.

R.J. (Ron) Welwood, Editor, bchistory.ca
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