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Welcome from Conference Coordinator
On behalf of the British Columbia Historical Federation, I would
like to welcome you all to our 2015 conference — Journey to the

Cariboo — presented in partnership with the Quesnel & District
Museum and Archives.

We are deeply indebted to the Elizabeth Hunter, Museum and

Heritage Manager for the City of Quesnel for her diligent work
and good humour in pulling this conference together. It could not have been done without her.
We hope you enjoy your time in Quesnel and leave enlightened and excited about the history of
this special part of the province.
Ken Wuschke, Conference Chair
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Agenda for Annual General Meeting
Saturday May 23, 2015 9:00 am. Banquet Room, Billy Barker Casino
Hotel
Sign-in for delegates begins at 8:30 am (coffee and muffins)
1.

Welcome and recognition of Societies represented

2.

In Memoriam

3.

Welcome to new BCHF members

4.

Report on attendance and voting delegates

5.

Minutes of previous AGM (in reports package)– corrections and approval

6.

Treasurer’s Report
•

Financial Statements for the year ended March 31, 2015

7.

President’s Report

8.

Committee Reports
•

Reports will be available in conference registration package. Chairs will be
available to answer any questions or concerns.

9.

New Business
a.

Items arising from Council meeting
•
•
•

b.

New Societies Act

Canada 150/BCHF Centennial
Online presence/social media

Call from the floor for nominations and Election of Officers and Directors

10.

Future Conferences

11.

Appreciation to our conference partner, Quesnel & District Museum and Archives

12.

Announcements
•

Afternoon and evening events

13.

Member Society Reports

14.

Adjournment

Lunch and speaker will follow AGM beginning at 11:45 am in the same location.
Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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Nominations for Election at the 2015 Annual General Meeting
Officers
President – Gary Mitchell
Gary A. Mitchell is the Provincial Archivist Emeritus, having retired 27 Jun
2015 after 30 years at the provincial archives. Born and raised near Fort

Langley, he started Public Service in 1985 after obtaining his Masters of
Archival Studies at UBC. Gary’s contributions were recognized by his peers in
November 2001 with “Distinguished Service and Leadership Award” by the
UBC’s School of Library, Archival and Information Studies, the Queen’s

Golden Jubilee Medal for “exemplary public service leadership”; in 2012, the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Medal for “services to Heritage and Preservation” and this April, the Archives

Association of British Columbia granted him an Honorary Life Membership. He continues his

volunteer efforts by assisting and supporting: a) the BC Historical Federation; b) the Diocese of
Victoria in restarting its archives and records program; and c) community archives and heritage
groups in navigating the “bewilderment” of Public Service.

1st Vice President – K. Jane Watt
Jane was awarded her PhD in English from the University of Alberta in 1997. Since then, she
has become an award-winning writer, researcher, editor and book producer
under the name Fenton Street Publishing House. As a consultant, she has

worked with a range of clients to capture the varied history of British Columbia.
She is also the author of Milk Stories: A History of the Dairy Industry in British

Columbia, 1827-2000 (2000); High Water: Living With the Fraser Floods (2006);
Places of Her Heart: The Art and Life of Barbara Boldt (2012); and The Boy Who

Paints (2013) and The Girl Who Writes (2014).along with painter Richard Cole.

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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2nd Vice President – Maurice Guibord
Maurice Guibord holds a Masters in History at Simon Fraser University,
and is the President of the Société historique francophone de la

Colombie-Britannique. He has been involved in culture and heritage for
almost 30 years. His museum experience in the curatorial and

programming areas in Calgary’s Glenbow Museum and the Burnaby
Village Museum matches his involvement in heritage, cultural and

museum organizations in Alberta and BC. Maurice is also a founding

director of Heritage Vancouver, and is active with the Vancouver Heritage Foundation and with
Radio-Canada as a chronicler in the heritage field. He is currently chair of the Historical

Writing committee and will be taking on the role of Conference Chair in the coming year.

Secretary – Vacant

Treasurer – Kerri Gibson
Kerri is a Certified General Accountant and a partner in her own public

accounting firm Mann, Moulson & Co. She heard about the BC Historical
Federation while she worked at KPMG and was the Society’s external

accountant preparing the financial statements. Kerri lives in Victoria and has
been on other non-profit boards such as Habitat for Humanity and the
Prostate Centre.
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Directors
Shannon Bettles
Shannon has worked in Museums and Archives since 2001 where she started as a
volunteer at the Langley Centennial Museum. A contract job working with

artifacts at the Fort Langley National Historic site confirmed her love of history
and museum work. Following completion of her BA from the University of

Guelph (art history major), Shannon earned a Postgraduate Diploma in Museum
and Gallery Studies from the University of St. Andrews, Scotland. Shannon has
worked in museums in Scotland, Ontario and BC. Currently, Shannon is the

Archivist at the Chilliwack Museum and Archives where she has been for 8 years and is working
towards her Masters of Library and Information Studies degree from the University of Alberta.

Shannon has served on the board of local sports organizations and is currently on the executive of
the Chilliwack Sports Hall of Fame. An accomplished athlete, Shannon has competed nationally
in women’s ice hockey and ringette, earning a silver medal for Canada at the 2007 World
Ringette Championships.

Marie Elliott
A former editor of British Columbia History, Marie enjoys researching and writing
about the settlement history of the province. She has written numerous articles
and books including: Fort St. James and New Caledonia: Where British Columbia

Began and Gold and Grand Dreams: Cariboo East in the Early Years. She is currently
chair of the W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarships committee.

Ron Hyde
Ron has served on the BCHF Board since 2001, introduced and served as editor of
the Newsletter from 2003–2013, printing and distributing 41 issues. He has also

served as membership chair since 2002 when the Federation had 37 memberships.
Since that time the Federation has changed its structure to be more inclusive by
adding Corporate and Associate members and now has approximately 300
memberships in four classifications.

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015

May 23, 2015

7

British Columbia Historical Federation Annual General Meeting

Judy Lam Maxwell
Judy lives in Vancouver specializes in the history of Chinatowns and Chinese
transnational migration. She is very involved in Chinatown working with a number
of historical organizations on a variety of projects. In addition to offering Historic
Chinatown Tours, Judy is an instructor at Simon Fraser University and the Chair
of the University Women’s Club Programs Committee.
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Minutes of 2014 Annual General Meeting
Annual General Meeting
Saturday, June 7, 2014 @ 9:10 am
Surrey Museum, Cloverdale

PRESENT
BCHF Council Members
Barb Hynek, President
Barry Gough, Past President
Gary Mitchell, First Vice President
Maurice Guibord, Second Vice President
Jacqueline Gresko, Honorary President
Kerri Gibson, Treasurer
Judy Lam Maxwell, Secretary
Ron Hyde, Director, Membership
Bill Morrison, Director, Book Prizes
Andrea Lister, Editor, British Columbia History & BCHF Newsletter
Jane Watt, Director, British Columbia History
Ken Wuschke, Director
Ron Welwood, Editor, website

ABSENT
Marie Elliott, W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarships

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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CALL TO ORDER
1.

Welcome
•
•

2.

Bill Morrison recognized as outgoing Book Prizes Chair
Car enthusiasts will be interested in the Truck Museum

In Memoriam
•

Jacqueline Gresko acknowledged those that passed away this past year: Midge Ayukawa,
Janet Bingham, Webb Cummings, Robert Genn, Don Lyon, Norman Sheritt, Sharon
Simpson, Lea Terpenning

•

Followed by a moment of silence

3.

New member societies welcomed to the BCHF

4.

Member societies and affiliates registered to vote
1.

Ron Welwood, Touchstone Nelson

2.

Brenda Smith, Maple Ridge Community Heritage Commission

3.

Jacqueline Gresko, BCHF

4.

Rob Gresko, Vancouver

5.

Maxine Munsil, Port Alberni

6.

Erica Williams, Maple Ridge Historical Society

7.

Priscilla Lowe, Cowichan Historical Society

8.

Daniel Lowe, Cowichan Historical Society

9.

Donna Crosby, Riverview Horticultural Society

10.

Nan Martin, BC History of Nursing Society

11.

Alice Marwood, BC Genealogical Society

12.

Ron Hyde, Richmond Museum Society

13.

Andrea Lister, BCHF

14.

Tom Lymberg, Gray Creek Historical Society

15.

William Magee, Old Cemeteries Society

16.

Gary Sim, SIM Publishing

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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17.

Maurice Guibord, Vancouver Historical Society

18.

Kerri Gibson, Vancouver Historical Society

19.

Kathy Murphy, VGH School of Nursing Alumnae

20.
21.

5.

K. Jane Watt, BCHF
Pat Dirks, Friends of the BC Archives

22.

John Whittaker, Victoria

23.

Frances Welwood, Nelson

24.

Gary Mitchell, BC Archives/RBCM

25.

Leona Taylor, Old Cemeteries Society

26.

Don Reksten, Old Cemeteries Society

27.

Ellen Edwards, Surrey Historical Society

28.

Elizabeth Hunter, Quesnel & District Museum & Archives

29.

Glennis Zilm, BC History of Nursing Society

30.

Ken Wuschke, BCHF

31.

Jim Foulkes, Surrey Historical Society

32.

Goldie Carr, Burnaby Historical Society

33.

R. Kenneth Williams, Arrow Lakes Historical Society

Minutes of previous AGM (in reports package)
•

Page 12 (p. 6 in Minutes), 4th paragraph … should be Gordon Watts, not Gordon
Dodds

•

6.

Motion for approval (Kerri Gibson, Seconded by Ron Hyde); all in favour

Treasurer’s Report
•
•

Financial statements are in draft for the AGM

Very good financial position; some cash transferred to term deposits

•

Both revenues and expenses up

•

No questions on the financials

•
•

Kerri Gibson moves to approve; Seconded by Maurice Guibord
Unanimous acceptance

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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7.

President’s Report
•
•

Recognition of K. Jane Watt as Magazine Liaison

•

New arrangement with MagsBC to store and manage subscriptions and back issues

•

8.

Electronic newsletter discussion decrease in printing and mailing costs.

Thanks to the Council who helped when BCHF President Barry Gough was ill

Committee Reports
•
•

Available in conference package

Tom Lymbery spoke re Revelstoke’s interest in hosting the 2016 conference. City
bureaucracy is a challenge with installation of the Walter Moberly Memorial

•

Suggests getting people to write letters to the Mayor

•

Barry will write a letter and wants new Council needs to keep an eye on it

•

Walter Moberly Memorial Monument set to be installed by 2016

Land and Title Survey Authority
•
Jacqueline Gresko spoke about the Land Title and Survey Authority (see her e‐mail)
•

Comments about the New Westminster office

•

Ongoing digitization problems

British Columbia History
•
Magazine Liaison K. Jane Watt spoke about increasing subscription (see subscription

cards on table) and quality of magazine and presented the work plan for the next year.

•
•

Wants to get the magazine to more retail places
Looking for input, fact checkers

Newsletter Report
•
Available on website and can be e-mailed
•

Tell newsletter editor Andrea Lister if you want to profile a particular society

Advocacy Care & Concern
•
Report presented by Maurice Guibord. Committee included Jane Watt and Andrea
Lister

•
•
•

Maurice explained ‘Advocacy’ (attention of Council) and ‘Care & Concern’ (in journal)
Maurice made a motion to create an advocacy committee; Seconded by Brenda Smith
Unanimous

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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•
•

M. Diane Rogers put her name forward for the sub‐committee
looking for members throughout BC to join sub‐committee

Recognition
•
General comments by Gary about the importance of volunteers to the organization
•
•

9.

Barry made a few comments about sports and cultural significance
W.K. Lamb essay prize winners will be announced tonight

New Business

The following people were elected to council for the coming year:
•
•

Gary nominated as 2014/15 President; elected by Barry

•

Jane Watt new First VP

•
•
•
•

10.

Barry discussed yesterday’s executive meeting

Maurice Guibord, 2nd VP

Judy Lam Maxwell, Secretary
Kerri Gibson, Treasurer

Directors: Marie Elliott, Ron Hyde, Ken Wuschke

Future Conferences
•
•

Elizabeth Hunter spoke about particulars regarding the 2015 conference in Quesnel
May 28–30 (flyer in conference package)

•

Might be a slight date change with the possible mill closure (will confirm)

•

Barry made a motion to thank Barb Hynek for her hard work organizing the Surrey
Conference and commendation; Seconded by Maurice

•
•
•

Vote of appreciation to Surrey Historical Society for hosting the 2014 Conference
Jacqueline moved; Ron seconded
All in favour

11.

Appreciation expressed to our conference partner, Surrey Historical Society

12.

Announcements
•

Heritage Rail is not working, but the Museum is open, there are tours, the interurban
ride, etc.

•

Book Fair is 12 – 4 pm

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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•

13.

Everything is on the schedule in the packages

Member Society Reports (highlights of verbal presentations)

David Lowe, of the Cowichan Historical Society (Duncan): Commissioned in 2013 to complete
another outdoor exhibition on the commercial history of Duncan. In 2013, the exhibition was
lost artifacts from the Chinese community; in 2014, the Chinese community put a Buddha
statue downtown.

Ken Williams, Nakusp Arrow Lakes Historical Society: There is a new archives building with 2-

story addition. More than $10K was raised from Milton’s memorial. An application was

submitted for the 2016 conference to be in Trail and Revelstoke. Nakusp wants to host it in
2017 (need to send letter to BCHF President).

Don Reksten, Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria: The OCS is very active. They are cleaning
markers, doing tours, genealogy, etc. The Advisory Committee is dealing with Pioneer Square.
The City is spending over $1M to restore the park and cemetery. This is ongoing.

Nan Martin, BC History of Nursing Society: In 2013, the BCHNS fulfilled their purpose with a
paid, part‐time archivist, 2 scholarships and 2 awards, Canada’s most decorated member (98–
year-old honorary member), http://www.bcnursinghistory.ca

Donna Crosby, Riverview Horticultural Centre Society: They have a mandate to preserve the

site (owned by the provincial government, people of BC). Government has been neglecting the
heritage trees. The National Historic Sites refused to endorse an application. The BC Housing
Visioning Study is under way. It is 244 acres, green spaces, preservation arboretum, etc. (land

was cleared in 1904) we don’t want market housing on this site! Donna put forward a motion to
support the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society in their efforts to preserve the site; Seconded
by Camilla Turner. BCHF should send a letter ASAP.

Brenda Smith, Chair of the Maple Ridge Community Heritage Commission: Discussion about
a digitization project, plus conference networking & “intersection”.

Alice Marwood, BC Genealogical Society: The society recently had a coat of arms created. The

society is run by volunteers. Alice listed the speakers from the last year of lectures. There is an
annual family book award

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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Ron Hyde, Richmond Museum Society: Ron spoke about the 3 major exhibits. There will be a
special event June 7/8.

Erica Williams, Maple Ridge Historical Society: They are intending to increase visibility. There
are a number of upcoming events with this purpose, including music, markets, street signage. On
August 10th, the Museum will be having an anniversary party

Tom Lymbery, Gray Creek Historical Society: The Gray Creek population in 354. There are
weekly guided tours, Gray Creek Museum Days, etc.

Pat Dirks, Friends of the BC Archives: The Friends of the BC Archives hosts a monthly lecture
series Sept–May, third Sunday @ 2 pm. They raise funds by selling yearly memberships, which
supports the work at the BC Archives.

Katy Lekich, Alberni District Historical Society: Katy discussed the mandate of the Alberni
District Historical Society and the big project of digitizing records.
14.

Adjournment

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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President’s Report
Dear Members and Associates
The Executive Council of the Federation has continued on with the work of my predecessor in

laying a strong foundation for the Federation’s online presence – a new updated and easy to use
website and an entry into the world of social media.

While maintaining the core activities of the Federation – British Columbia History, the annual

conference, the book prizes – the Executive has spent their energies in beginning long range

planning for the dual anniversaries of 2021 (the 150th anniversary of British Columbia’s entry

into Canada) and 2022 (the Centennial of the Federation). The planning includes discussions on
what types of recognition programs should be implemented, including a stronger presence for

BC historical individuals, places and events on the national landscape; conferences venue with
strong ties to the anniversaries; themes for British Columbia History, etc. and etc.

I must commend my executive colleagues for their willingness and enthusiasm to plan beyond
their terms of office and the insightfulness they have brought to our preliminary discussions.
They have set a high standard for the next few executives.

On a more mundane front, but equally as important, the Executive discussed several new

legislatives initiatives by the Government of British Columbia Government including: a) the
White Paper on the Societies Act; b) Bill 5 Government Information Act; and c) recent changes at the
BC Heritage Branch.

The White Paper has resulted in the tabling of Bill 24 Societies Act on March 25, the new bill is a
gigantic overhaul of the way registered societies in British Columbian will conduct themselves.

For the most part, the changes will clarify many grey areas in the current legislation but also set a
higher standard for accountability and conduct for societies and their directors. Most importantly
for the Federation and all our member societies, Bill 24 provides for a two year window for

present societies to re-register under the new framework. The Executive has agreed to provide

guidance and advisory to our member societies when Bill 24 is passed and proclaimed,

discussions on the exact nature of the advisory will be determined, if and when the bill is
approved, by next year’s executive. At press time, Bill 24 is awaiting second reading.

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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Bill 5 Government Information Act proposes a major shift in the management of the government’s
historical records and in the preservation of these archival materials. This is the first significant
overhaul of records keeping legislation in British Columbia since the mid-1930s. For the

heritage community, it is setting up a two tiered archives: a new digital archives resident within
Public Service and the “museum archives” resident with the Crown Corporation Royal BC
Museum. As a Federation, our concerns centre on: a) the accessibility into the new “digital
archives” and b) the preservation of the more traditional formats housed at the current BC

Archives within the Royal BC Museum. In addition, there are concerns with the retirements of
key individual within Heritage Branch and whether or not a new direction is imminent from
them.

To briefly touch upon the core activities, I must commend our British Columbia History team

(Jane, Andrea and their teams of volunteers) for making the publication an absolutely delightful

read and for “upping” our game. It is a publication truly reflective of BC history and heritage and
the role of this Federation towards preserving our heritage.
To the conference organizers whose heavy burdens have culminated in a bright, entertaining and
educational event, your hard work is a credit to your community, its history and to yourselves.
You have almost highlighted the need for the Federation to “up” its game.

To the Book Awards program, Maurice and the team have again withstood the pressures of
reading the numerous wonderful and delightful books on our history to acknowledge and
recognize the most worthy of them.

In closing, I would like to thank the Executive for their wise counsel, their dedication to BC

history and heritage and the sacrifice of their time in guiding the Federation forward towards our
centennial year. To all the countless volunteers who provide their time and efforts in Federation
programs and initiatives, our Federation (and our member societies) could not provide their

services without YOU; for all you provide, a most special and heartfelt thanks from myself and
my executive council colleagues.
Submitted by:
Gary Mitchell, President

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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Treasurer’s Report

DRAFT Financial Statements of

BRITISH COLUMBIA
HISTORICAL FEDERATION
Year ended March 31, 2015
(Unaudited - see Notice to Reader)
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Statement of Financial Position

DRAFT

March 31, 2015, with comparative information for 2014
(Unaudited - see Notice to Reader)
2015

2014

Assets
Cash and savings
Marketable securities, at cost (market value - $143,102;
2013 - $142,817)
Accrued interest and GST receivable
Prepaid conference expenses

$

3,467

$

143,924
4,117
45

10,492
142,758
3,365
1,082

$

151,553

$

157,697

$

1,739
5,259
6,998

$

40
40

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Unearned revenue

Net Assets
Internally restricted net assets
Unrestricted net assets

20,222
124,333
$

151,553

20,222
137,435
$

157,697

See accompanying notes to unaudited financial statements.
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Statement of Operations

DRAFT

Year ended March 31, 2015, with comparative information for 2014
(Unaudited - see Notice to Reader)
2015
Revenue:
Subscriptions and sales
Memberships
Interest income
Conference surplus
Canadian Periodical Fund Grant
Book sales
Donations
Advertising

$

Expenditures:
BC History Magazine:
Printing
Distribution
Postage
Editor
Subscription services
Scholarship - WK Lamb essay
Award - Writing competition
Award - Yandle
Award - Best newsletter
Award - Website
Administration
Advertising
Newsletter
Insurance - Directors and officers
Travel and meeting
Publication Committee expense
Board development workshop
Workshop
GST expense net of recovery

Deficiency of revenue over expenditures

19,048
7,828
2,747
1,801
7,595
361
1,528
120
41,028

2014
$

11,524
5,541
5,831
4,200
8,240
1,750
4,500
250
2,126
1,200
3,707
410
3,448
444
783
53,954
$

(12,926)

24,228
10,787
3,062
1,543
8,684
805
1,235
260
50,604

14,256
5,693
3,319
5,000
7,519
1,500
1,792
250
250
250
3,718
1,020
980
410
2,247
1,380
11
264
1,102
50,961
$

(357)

See accompanying notes to unaudited financial statements.
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Statement of Changes in Net Assets

DRAFT

Year ended March 31, 2015, with comparative information for 2014
(Unaudited - see Notice to Reader)
Internally
restricted

Unrestricted
Balance, beginning of year
Deficiency of revenue over
expenditures
Internally imposed restrictions

$

Balance, end of year

$

137,259

$

(12,926)
124,333

20,222

Total
2015
$

$

20,222

157,481

Total
2014
$

(12,926)
$

144,555

158,013
(357)
-

$

157,656

See accompanying notes to unaudited financial statements.
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DRAFT

Year ended March 31, 2015
(Unaudited - see Notice to Reader)

British Columbia Historical Federation (the "Society") is registered under the Society Act (British
Columbia) and its principal activities include providing public education about British Columbia and
local history. The Society is a registered Canadian charity under the Income Tax Act.
1. Significant accounting policies:
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian generally accepted
accounting principles and include the following significant accounting policies:
(a) Revenue recognition:
The Society follows the deferral method of accounting for grants and contributions. Restricted
contributions are recognized as revenue in the year in which the related expenses are
incurred. Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue when received or receivable,
if the amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably
assured. Contributions received directly as endowments are recognized as direct
increases to net assets when received. Donations intended for scholarships that are received
in advance of their disbursement to a worthy candidate are recorded as current liabilities.
(b) Contributed materials and services:
The Society receives a substantial benefit from volunteers. It is not practical for the Society
to record the receipt of contributed materials and services.
(c) Marketable securities:
Marketable securities are recorded at cost and market value.
(d) Use of estimates:

2.

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with Canadian generally accepted
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect
the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and
liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and
expenses during the year. Actual results could differ from those estimates.
Internally restricted net assets:
Internally restricted net assets represent resources established by the Board of Directors (the
"Board") for specific purposes and with administrative conditions determined by the Board. These
funds are held for endowment purposes by the Society for the benefit of its present and future
members. The Board internally restricted $nil (2014 - $nil) unrestricted net assets in the year to
be held for endowment purposes. In total, the internally restricted funds are $20,222 (2014 $20,222). These internally restricted amounts are not available for other purposes without
approval of the Board.
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Committee Reports
Archives
Vacant.

Advocacy
Chair: M. Diane Rogers. No report submitted.

Conferences
Quesnel: Journey to the Cariboo: 2015 Conference Report
Our conference this year is offered in partnership with the Quesnel and District Museum and
Archives, a division of the City of Quesnel.

Putting on a conference is a tremendous amount of work, and I am indebted to Elizabeth

Duckworth for her commitment to the project, and to the City of Quesnel for allowing us to
showcase its heritage and history.

We had hoped to offer a bus tour option for conference participants to journey to the Cariboo;
however, for a number of reasons we were not able to get the numbers required for a charter. I
believe it is a sound idea, and I hope this possibility can be considered for future conferences.
Eventbrite worked well for conference registration. It makes the book keeping simple and allows

us to create other companion conference materials. Andrea Lister created the conference website
and kept it updated through the registration process.

Thank you to all participants who travelled to take in the sights and sounds of Quesnel and area.
I know you will be delighted and entertained while you are here.

Future Conferences
2016 is tentatively set for Revelstoke.
Submitted by

Ken Wuschke, Conference Chair

Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015
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Historical Writing Awards
BCHF outgoing president, Barbara Hynek, produced a valuable procedural manual for the
Committee, for which we thank her.

In December 2014, a new award category was added to the prize list, the Community History
Book Award, to ensure these histories are kept at the forefront of our recognized publications.
A total of 27 publications were submitted as candidates for the 2015 Historical Writing Awards.
The recipients will be announced at the Quesnel conference. Our thanks go to the judges' panel,
composed of Goldie Carr, Alice Marwood and Diane Rogers, for their professionalism and
diligence in their determination of the awards recipients, which is never a simple task.

Our congratulations go out to the authors, researchers and publishers involved in this year's slate
of participants.

Maurice Guibord, Chair

Historic Trails and Sites Committee
The City of Revelstoke has agreed to contribute the site preparation for the proposed innovative
stainless steel monument to Walter Moberly to be set up on three large boulders at the Rail
Museum in Revelstoke. We have commitment from the BC Land Surveyors and potential

support from the Professional Engineers, pending a finalized proposal. Once we have a firm

estimate as to the total costs we will be able to apply for a very substantial grant to the Columbia
Basin Trust, as Revelstoke is in their area. (The Columbia Basin Trust is eager to help fund this
project and they particularly like helping projects involving several organizations.)

We have prepared a prospective statement showing the funds required and the prospective
contributions. However we cannot complete this until the City of Revelstoke gives us the figures
for their contribution of obtaining and setting up the three large boulders that will form the base
of the monument.

We expect to have this project basically completed in 2015 and hope that it can be dedicated at
the BC Historical Federation’s Annual Conference, which we hope will be in Revelstoke in
2016. Cathy English of the Revelstoke Museum has indicated that this is doable.
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Revelstoke is one of the most interesting places for our Annual Conference. As well as the
Revelstoke Museum there are The Interior Forestry Museum, the Railway Museum, the
Revelstoke Firefighters Museum, as well as the private Nickelodeon Museum.
Respectfully submitted

Tom Lymbery and John Whittaker

Land Title and Survey Authority
As BC Historical Federation representative on the Stakeholder Advisory Committee, Land Title
and Survey Authority of British Columbia [LTSA], I attend meetings three times a year. In

previous reports to BCHF AGM I have discussed LTSA inventory and conservation of historic
records, and upgrades to offices in Victoria, New Westminster and Kamloops.

The January 7, 2015 Stakeholder Advisory Committee meeting included recognition of the
LTSA Ten Year Anniversary, and reports on the Parcel Map BC initiative and from the
Province’s Boundary Commissioner.

The ParcelMap BC Initiative is using Nanaimo as a pilot region. According to the LTSA

website ltsa.ca, “Stakeholder demand for an easy, efficient means of accessing land title and
survey information using an electronic map of surveyed parcels in BC has been growing as use of
geographically-based information becomes commonplace.” The LTSA is developing ParcelMap

BC as a single, complete, trusted and sustainable electronic map of all titled parcels and surveyed
provincial Crown land parcels in BC.”

In 2013 the Alberta-British Columbia Boundary Commission celebrated its centennial. The
boundary commissions of 1913 to 1924 and 1950-53 surveyed the boundary on the ground and
placed monuments. In 1974 Alberta, British Columbia and Canada came to an agreement to

establish a new boundary commission to maintain surveys and monuments along the boundary.
Monument restoration is going on at Elk Pass, Deadman Pass and Lake Louise.

If you would like additional information the LTSA annual report and planning documents are
available at www.ltsa.ca.
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This summer the Victoria Land Title Office front counter moves from the first floor to the

second floor at 1321 Blanshard Street. The front counter will be co-located with the LTSA’s
other offices and records storage facility to reduce ongoing operating costs.
Jacqueline Gresko

Member Stakeholder Advisory Committee, Land Title and Survey Authority of British Columbia

Membership
As of April 15, 2015, there are 321 paid up memberships with the British Columbia Historical
Federation representing 25,320 individual members. Membership is made up with:
•

96 Societies

•

22 Affiliates

•
•

195 Associates
4 Corporate

which has generated $9,803 in dues and $183 in donations.
All memberships receive four issues of our British Columbia History magazine and copies of the
BCHF Newsletter and a portion of the dues are allocated to the magazine and newsletter
accounts to pay for these items.

The Federation’s partnership with Johnson Inc. continues to build our Associate memberships
including some from other provinces.
Respectfully submitted
Ron Hyde, Membership Chair
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British Columbia History
Magazine Liaison Report for 2015 AGM
We are delighted with what we have been able to achieve this year, through the hard work of the
team behind British Columbia History. On the top of our to-do list was a redesign of the

magazine to make it more appealing to readers of all ages, while continuing to attract and

support the work of strong British Columbia writers on historical subjects. We unveiled our new

cover with our Francophone issue (48.1) – the first issue of 2015. The redesign of our inside
pages will be unveiled with the second issue of 2015 (48.2), which will appear in readers'
mailboxes in early June. We know you will be excited by this new direction.

It was our goal this year as well to broaden support behind the production of the magazine, to

make sure that the quality we have been reaching toward is sustainable into the future. In service

of this goal, we welcomed fact checkers and proof readers, and began a new Readers Panel. We
are happy to say that the Readers Panel is up and running and it will meet three times a year to
look at submissions, chart the direction of the magazine, and generally support the work of the
editor, Andrea Lister, who does her job with very lean resources.

Andrea writes that "The kick-off meeting for the Readers Panel was held January 17 at St.

Andrew’s Heritage Hall in Maple Ridge, courtesy of the Maple Ridge Museum & Archives. In
attendance were Andrea Lister, Sarah Sewell, Sandra Martins, Cathy Magee, and Erica

Williams. New members Peter Broznitsky, Jamea Lister and Anne Wyness were absent from
this first meeting at which the terms of reference for the panel was approved."

Andrea has calculated that the volunteer team that supports the publication of British Columbia
History, including the hours of the magazine liaison, fact-checkers, map makers, editors, and
proof readers contributed a total of 315.4 hours over the last year. Calculated at an average

hourly rate of $24.33 that equals a monetary value of $7673.68. Calculated at a true market

value their time equals $12,736. We are pleased to be able to attract such dedicated volunteer
talent.

We were fortunate to have been funded to 80 percent of program costs for an internship program
supported by the Canadian Periodical Fund and rolled out under the coordination of the

Magazines Association of British Columbia. Under this program, we were able to hire an intern,
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Sarah Sewell, for 15 weeks over the fall and winter. The goal of this program is to support the

production of the province’s magazines and to train the next generation of industry professionals.
Sarah helped us get ahead on a few jobs that we hadn't been able to do, including wholesale
promotion, fact checking, photo research, the development of a new back page feature,

developing the policy for – and organizing the launch of – the Readers Panel, and creating our

social media policy and launching our presence on a new Facebook page. The Facebook page has
been a huge hit, and we encourage all Facebook users to see what we're up to. Currently, we are
over 100 likes from individuals and 33 from other historical organizations. Sarah is continuing
as our social media expert for the foreseeable future.
We have been working over the last year to actively promote and support partnerships with

writers and other history organizations to get the best possible submissions for British Columbia

History magazine. It is your magazine, the flagship publication of the BCHF and we encourage
you to do all you can to support its publication, its growth, and its relevance in the future by
encouraging submissions from your area.
We are continuing our productive collaboration with Magazines British Columbia. It is our task
over the next year to continue growing our subscription base (we are currently at approximately

1250 subscribers and holding steady). We will be phasing our discounted bulk subscriptions for

member societies, but will be working with societies to find the best possible ways to package the
magazine with their memberships so that they can get the benefit of subscriptions without a lot
of extra paperwork. We are looking forward to our new website which should streamline the

subscription renewal and payment process. We have also put on our list, once again, the task of

simplifying the payment process and communication with the society treasurer to keep her work
to a minimum.

British Columbia History magazine is a publication we are very proud of. We are working to

honour the work of historians of the past while keeping the magazine relevant and exciting to a
range of readers in the present.

Thanks must be given to our hard working editor Andrea Lister; to designer Bill Glasgow who
has shepherded us through the redesign; to Sylvia Stopforth, our indefatigable Archives and
Archivists editor; our copy editors (Ron Greene, Catherine Magee, Sarah Sewell, and Erica

Williams); our new Readers Panel (Peter Broznitsky, Catherine Magee, Sandra Martins, Sarah
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Sewell, Erica Williams, and Anne Wyness), to our faithful book reviewers (especially our highproducer Janet Nicol), and to our designer-at-large Don Hermansen who is always there when
we need him. We couldn't do our work without your contributions. We thank you all for
bringing the best of yourselves to our collective work.
Respectfully submitted by

K. Jane Watt, Magazine Liaison

Newsletter Report
The newsletter is now delivered as a four-page bi-monthly with advertising space to offset

printing costs. It is also delivered electronically using MailChimp to send a notification email

with a link to the PDF on bchistory.ca. The notification email contains additional information
and opportunities for advertising.
As a result of a strong marketing campaign the numbers of newsletters delivered via email has

increased from 119 in April 2014 to 229 in February 2015, a 92% increase in email distribution

this year. Print distribution is down by 39%. Total subscription has decreased to 430, a decrease
of 4%. The cost of printing and mailing the newsletter is about $2.20 per newsletter. Costs are
offset to a degree through advertising.
Canada introduced the Canada’s Anti-Spam Law (CASL) which came into effect on July 1,

2014. The email distribution and template was updated to deal with this new law. Membership
forms will now include a consent box for email communications.

MailChimp allows for embedded signup forms and the ability for subscribers to update and
manage their own subscriptions. These forms will be embedded on the updated bchistory.ca
website.

Further integrations are possible depending on membership interest and volunteer recruitment.

The possibilities include: links to member society event calendar on bchistory.ca; a BCHF blog;
links to YouTube videos of lectures or workshops.
Respectfully submitted by

Andrea Lister, Newsletter editor
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Recognition
The Recognition Committee has fulfilled its responsibilities to the Federation with much

support and assistance. I would like to acknowledge the work of Don Bourdon, Curator of

Images and Paintings at the Royal BC Museum, Ted Alexis, President of the Victoria Fire
Department Historical Society and Maureen Alexis for their dedication, diligence and patience
in reviewing the applicants for the Newsletter Award and the articles for the Anne and Philip
Yandle Award.

The excellent community projects our member societies and individuals support are

acknowledged and honoured within our communities. However, these activities and efforts are
worthy of acknowledgement at the provincial level. While I accept we, as Canadians, are modest
of our accomplishments and successes please consider nominating individuals and societies for

certificates. The certificates are but a token of our deep appreciation for the countless hours given
to the preservation of our heritage and history. Let us show by example, the great work being
done throughout the Federation and British Columbia.

The following are the Award winners to be honoured at the 2015 Conference:
Award Class

Name

Citation

Nominated by

Appreciation

Ken Wuschke

Leadership and energies toward the

President

anniversaries project
Merit
Recognition

Newsletter

Dorothy Dodge of Lytton

In recognition of outstanding leadership in

Peter S. Heaster,

the Lytton Museum and Archives

President

“The Cinderella Crew”, (Vol 47, No. 1)

Recognition

Phillip Francis , Editor, Post
View
Vancouver Postcard Club

Anne and

Jason Beck

Philip Yandle

Committee

Best Article
Best Website

Gary Mitchell, Recognitions
Reporting dates: April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015

May 23, 2015

30

British Columbia Historical Federation Annual General Meeting

W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarship 2014
The winners of the two scholarships are as follows:
1st or 2nd year student, $750 prize – Sarah Hardy, Maple Ridge, B.C.
“Vancouver’s Scottish Nightingale: How a Murder Investigation was Altered and Obstructed by
Class and Race Issues”
3rd or 4th year student, $1,000 prize – Brandon Krupa, Victoria, B.C.
“Ski Bums and Squatters: An Examination of Resistance to Unchecked Growth in the Resort

Municipality of Whistler”

This year we had eleven submissions, including one from the Kootenays. We hope to receive
more essays from interior students in the future. All the supervising professors who provided
covering letters with the essays were thanked and encouraged to participate again.

Special thanks to members of the essay committee, Pat Roy and Fran Gundry, and to webeditor,
Ron Welwood. Also, to Niall Christie who broadcasts the contest on his listserve.
Marie Elliott, Chair, W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarship

Website Report
1.

Enormous technological advances have taken place since the website was first established
in 1998 and later redesigned in 2007. It is time to move forward to the next phase and
revamp the website so it will be versatile enough to accommodate new technological

devises. This is also the time for a new Webmaster and Website Editor to oversee such a
transition. The new website is being developed under the tutelage of First VicePresident, K. Jane Watt.
2.

After the Cloverdale conference newly elected officers’ names were posted on the website
and email addresses were assigned to coincide with their respective positions. Awards
winners were also posted on the website.

3.

137 Cloverdale conference photographs are available from the website.
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4.

Conference photos should be archived. How long should they be made available from the
website? There are photograph links to the past eight conferences (2007 - 2014). How
many would suffice? The latest five (5) conferences?

5.

At present, complete magazine pdfs are only available from the UBC Library website up

to 2007. It is recommended that access to pdfs be made available after five (5) years. Is it
possible to have UBC provide access on an annual basis? Or would other arrangements
have to be made?
6.

Annual statistics:
2010-11

2011-12

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

Website visits

10,527

10,661

10,247

9,222

9,155*

Unique visitors

5,640

6.386

7,169

6,108

6,201

Pages viewed

28,303

26,262

23,308

21,655

21,160

7.

*These visitors came from 947 cities in 93 countries/territories

8.

*Ages: 25-34 – 33.5%, 35-44 – 15.5%, 45-54 – 12.5%, 55-64 – 5.5%, 65+ - 5.5%

9.

*Female: 45.85%, Male: 54.15%

10.

*New visitors: 33.3%, Returning Visitors: 66.7%

11.

Regular maintenance duties have included: uploading the magazine’s latest cover and
table of contents, issues of the newsletters, etc.

12.

Thanks to our Webmaster, Alistair Fraser, for his extraordinary technological support
and to our website host, the Kootenay Internet Communications Society (KICS) for its
costless as well as priceless internet service to the Federation.

R.J. (Ron) Welwood, Editor, bchistory.ca
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New Website Update
We would like to thank Ron Welwood and Alistair Fraser for their stellar work over a number of
years.
We are working on Phase One of a new website, to be introduced at the 2015 Conference.

Phase One will support the work of the Federation itself. The new website will be hosted by

BC-based Unimaxx Networks. Phase Two, we are hoping, will be a history hub that will support
the work of all member societies.

As Ron is hoping to retire from his role, we are looking for a new web editor who will work with
us, and lead us through the next phase of work.
Respectfully submitted by
K. Jane Watt, Director
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