British Columbia Historical Federation

Annual Report 2018

The British Columbia Historical Federation
encourages interest in the history of British
Columbia through research, presentation, and
support in its role as an umbrella organization
for provincial historical societies

Front Cover top collage: Neil Sterritt, member of the House of Gitluudaahlxw and former president of the
Gitxsan-Wet’suwet’en Tribal Council after receiving his finalist award at the BCHF Book Prizes Gala; delegates
discuss bids at the silent auction of nominated books; a rapt audience at the Gala, UFV Chancellor and
Stó:lõ leader Dr. Gwen Point speaks with former BCHF President Gary Mitchell, Coordinator of UFV South
Asian Studies Institute and Co-curator of Abbotsford’s Sikh Heritage Museum, Sharanjit Sandhra talks to
conference delegates about the Gur Sikh Temple National Historic Site.
Middle row: Kyle Kusch and Rosemarie Parent of the Arrow Lakes Historical Society on either side of BCHF
Director, Mark Forsythe. BCHF Field Trip to the Chilliwack Hop Farms.
Photos by Lori Johnson and Darren Durupt

The British Columbia Historical Federation is a collective voice that encourages
interest in the history of British Columbia through research, advocacy, presentation, and support.
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President’s Report
It has been my pleasure, once again this year to serve with a visionary and
hard-working council to celebrate and support the work of our members
across the province.
What I wrote in last year’s Annual Report remains true: We know that since 1922, our members have
worked hard, budgeted carefully, and brought the best of themselves to the communities they live in
through operating museums and interpretive centres, tending historic sites, community halls, trails, and
cemeteries, researching the stories that make community, and supporting community events that honour
cultural diversity. Each and every day, our members engage with issues along the path to reconciliation.
Your passion is our strength, and it lives equally in small communities throughout BC as it does in larger
centres.
Our mandate as a society is to share the wealth
of stories and documents that sustain British
Columbia’s historical community, to preserve and
mark historical sites and cultural landscapes, and
to encourage historical research and stimulate
public interest through our flagship publication
British Columbia History.
This weekend is about gathering and learning
together. It’s also our chance to celebrate our
collective work as a sector, to recognize excellence
in volunteerism, and to celebrate excellence in new
media and in writing.
At the BCHF Summer Orientation in July, we began
to articulate the principles that guide our work as
a Council: We speak with one voice. We serve all
members. We are working towards BC Sesquicentennial of 2021 and our own centennial of 2022.
We are guided by best practices.
Our AGM is also a time when as an organization
we need to let great people go — Sandra Martins
is concluding her term as Secretary; and Marie
Elliott and Patricia Roy are stepping away as
committee chair and and judge from our W. Kaye
Lamb student awards. We thank all three for their
work and wisdom on these portfolios — and we
know you will each remain a part of the BCHF in
the future.
With respect,
K. Jane Watt
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BCHF Ongoing Projects as of February 2018
BUSINESS
CONTINUITY

Various
Leads

Membership
Caroline
transitioning
in

MAGAZINE

Andrea
Lister & K.
Jane Watt
Digital
delivery &
back issue
sales pilot
project
beginning
with 2018

Society Act
update Gary

Special
Issue 2018
“Schools”

Governance
manual Gary
and Sandra

Mags in
schools

WEBSITE

CONFERENCE

C.aroline

Sandra

Ross &
Shannon
Bettles

Martins (LG)
and K. Jane
Watt

Website
ongoing
improvements
content &
function

Step up
for History
Campaign:
Municipal

Arrow Lakes
are well into
planning cycle

Sandra is
liasing with
Government
House

RECOGNITION

BOOK
PRIZES

Shannon
Bettles

Maurice
Guibord

Common intake
date to dovetail
youth media/
essay prize
with rest of
recognition

Is well
into book
prize cycle

Student essay
prize judging will
be rolled into
new format

Working
on judge
succession & has
secured a
new judge
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Shannon Bettles with the results of the BCHF Council’s visioning session in June 2017.
CENTENNIAL
LEGACY FUND

Barry Gough &
Ron Hyde

LTSA

Jacqueline
Gresko

Create Policy

Ongoing
liaison

Begin fundraising

Future: tour
of office

TRAILS

Tom Lymbery &
John Whittaker

Future: recruit
new members to
act on committee
recommendations

COMMUNICATION
WORKING GROUP

ADVOCACY

Mark Forsythe &
Sharanjit Sandhra

Michael
Gibbs
& Mark
Forsythe

Social media

Member
outreach
Conference
2018

Media panel at
conference

Heritage
Summit Fall
2018
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BCHF Council at the 2017 AGM in Chilliwack.

BCHF Council
K. Jane Watt, President

Mark Forsythe, Director, Advocacy Liaison

Maurice Guibord, 1st Vice President, Historical
Writing Chair

Michael Gibbs, Director

Shannon Bettles, 2nd Vice President, Web Master,
Recognition Chair
Barry Gough, Honourary President
Gary Mitchell, Past President
Sandra Martins, Secretary, Advocacy Liaison
Ken Welwood, Treasurer
Marie Elliott, W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarships
Chair

Ron Hyde, Director, Membership Liaison
Caroline Ross, Web Editor, Membership Chair
Sharanjit Sandhra, Director

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, May 26, 2018 at 8:30am (PST)
Nakusp Senior Citizens’ Hall
212 7th Ave NW, Nakusp, BC
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Historical Writing
Awards
A total of 31 publications were submitted as candidates for the 2017 Historical
Writing Awards. The award recipients will be announced at the conference
in Nakusp. Our congratulations go out to the authors, researchers and
publishers involved in this year’s slate of participants.
In alphabetical order by author, this year’s finalists are:
Bradley, Dr. Ben, British Columbia by the Road: Car
Culture and the Making of a Modern Landscape,
UBC Press
Hayashi, Kotaro; Fumio “Frank” Kanno; Henry
Tanaka and Jim Tanaka, Changing Tides: Vanishing
Voices of Nikkei Fishermen and the Families, Nikkei
National Museum & Cultural Centre
Hebda, Richard J., Sheila Greer and Alexander P.
Mackie (eds.), Kwädąy Dän Ts’ìnchį: Teachings from
Long Ago Person Found, Royal BC Museum
Marks, Lynne, Infidels and the Damn Church: Irreligion
and Religion in Settler British Columbia, UBC Press
Norton, Wayne, Fernie at War: 1914-1919, Caitlin
Press

Stewart, Howard Macdonald, Views of the Salish
Sea: One Hundred and Fifty Years of Change Around
the Strait of Georgia, Harbour Publishing
Yip, Liping Wong, From Wah Lee to Chew Keen: The
Story of a Pioneer Chinese Family in North Cariboo,
Friesen Press
Our thanks go to this year’s judges panel, composed
of Diane Rogers, Dr. Patricia Roy and Dr. Bill Sloan,
for their professionalism and diligence in determining
the awards recipients, a task that is never simple.
A special thanks goes to Diane Rogers, who retires
from the panel after numerous years of service.
We thus continue as planned, with one judge now
rotating off the panel each year and a new judge
joining it for three years.
If you are interested in serving on future panels,
please contact the Committee Chair.
Maurice Guibord, Historical Writing Chair
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Advocacy Committee
Objective: To highlight stories of BCHF members.

Advocacy Committee members from left to right: M. Diane Rogers, Brenda L. Smith, K. Jane
Watt, Mark Forsythe, and Michael Gibbs
The new Terms of Reference and Objectives for the
Advocacy Committee were approved by Council in
October 2017. The committee met in November,
adopted the terms and has now met four times.
This is something of a “reset” for the committee;
three BCHF Council members joined long term
Advocacy Committee members, Brenda Smith, and
Diane Rogers.

Terms of Reference
The Advocacy Committee is a standing committee of
the BCHF that consists of a minimum of two BCHF
members and at least one BCHF council member
who will serve as committee Chair. The committee
will meet at least quarterly either in person, by
telephone or other electronic means. The terms of
reference will be reviewed on a yearly basis.

Objectives
1. To highlight stories of BCHF members.
2. To undertake and conduct research and statistics,
and projects that support advocacy initiatives.

3. To make recommendations for position papers
to the BCHF council.
4. To hold workshops and/or events related to
advocacy initiatives.
5. To broadly identify history and heritage issues
affecting BCHF members provincially and to
make recommendations for action to BCHF
council.

Roles and Responsibilities
1. To develop an annual advocacy action plan.
2. To develop advocacy campaigns.
3. To identify strategic partnerships.
4. To cultivate relationships with elected officials,
policy makers and community leaders.
5. To provide a yearly report at the BCHF AGM.
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History/Heritage Summit
Meeting
Work has begun on developing a “partners” meeting
in the fall of 2018. It is important to collaborate
more effectively with other organizations to lobby
government agencies on common issues.

Some key issues
Better collaboration with like-minded organizations;
Improving provincial access to BC Archives; stable
and longer term funding; improved consultation
with funding agencies.
The summit is tentatively scheduled for October at
Malcolm Knapp Research Forest facility (UBC) in
Maple Ridge. A $1,000 budget has been approved
by Council to develop the summit.

Heritage Fairs
We hope to encourage more support for Heritage
Fairs in BC. We urge members to become judges
at these events, and to contact schools in their
communities and encourage the development of
more heritage fairs.

Step Up For History
Campaign & Tool Kit
This can be a useful strategy to raise awareness
and commitment during the fall municipal elections.
Members will be encouraged to quiz candidates,
with questions directly connected to local history
and heritage issues. It helps make candidates more
accountable. The Step-Up tool kit — to be updated
soon — is on the BCHF website at www.bchistory.ca.

Advocacy Forum
“Telling Our Stories” (May Conference)
Advocacy comes in many forms: lobbying government agencies on specific issues, developing briefing
papers and recommendations, or to assist in helping
member organizations with their ongoing operation.
We first need to better understand what issues
matter most, from the ground up. What are the
“brick walls” that members face across the province?
How can the BCHF assist and better support the
work of its members? The Advocacy Committee
requested input from members in advance of the
May conference. A forum discussion will draw out
more examples to help develop an action plan for
the Advocacy Committee. Some of these issues may
also be advanced at the Heritage Summit.

We want to lift up our
membership and support
them as they work in their
communities

BCHF 100th Anniversary
Mark Forsythe is developing a new column for British
Columbia History magazine that will profile member
organizations and their accomplishments. The first
“Time Travels: Telling Our Stories” is to appear in
the summer 2018 issue.
Respectfully submitted by the Advocacy Committee
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Maurice Guibord, Matthew Francis, Sandra Martins, the Honourable Judith Guichon, OBC,
Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, Neil J. Sterritt, Barry Gough, and Major Don Bentley,
CD, AdeC, 2017. Photo: Lori Johnson Photography

Conference — 2017
The Honourable Judith Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of BC, was in attendance at last year’s Friday Conference presentation in Chilliwack.
Her honour was among the captivated audience
hearing the inspiration, process, and hopes of artists
David Campion and Sandra Shields for their work
– Grand Theft Terra Firma: Stories of (Re)conciliation. The dialogue and artwork shared was stirring
and thought-provoking. We thank the artists, Stó:lō
Cultural Advisor Sonny McHalsie, Her Honour and
attendees for the evening’s success.
The Lieutenant Governor is the Honorary Patron
of the Lieutenant Governor’s Medal for Historical
Writing, and as such has the privilege of awarding
the medal to the winning recipient. Schedule
conflicts made it unable for Her Honour to present
the medal during the Saturday Book Prize Awards
Gala. Therefore, arrangements were made to host
an intimate pre-Gala award presentation in which

Her Honour awarded the prizes and reflected on her
years as the Lieutenant Governor while drawing from
her personal connection to the Fraser Valley. This
private gathering marked the solemnity of being
recognized with this distinguished award.
We send our heartfelt appreciation to The Honourable Judith Guichon, for her years of service and
unwavering commitment to the Province of British
Columbia.
Unfortunately, the Honourable Janet Austin OBC,
new Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia will be
unable to attend our 2018 conference in Nakusp.
Respectfully submitted by Sandra Martins, Conference Liaison to the Lieutenant Governor
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Conference — 2018
We are indebted to the hard work of the organizing committee from the
Arrow Lakes Historical Society under the leadership of Rosemarie Parent and
Marilyn Taylor for planning an exciting gathering in Nakusp that features a
host of regional speakers under theme History Springs Eternal.
Speakers will not only share their research on the
history of community life, economy, technology,
and cultural change in the Nakusp area, but will
also share their expertise on how small non-profits
can achieve big goals — such as the expansion of
the Arrow Lake Historical Society’s archives, the
management of large artifacts, or the development
of the successful Nauticapedia website.
Friday’s keynote speaker Jennifer Dunkerson of the
Columbia Basin Trust/Heritage BC will talk about
“Strategic Directions for Heritage Resources in the
Columbia River Basin.” On Friday night, awardwinning writer and activist Eileen Delehanty Pearkes
will work with Nakusp’s Kyle Kusch to present A
River Captured: The Columbia River Treaty and
Catastrophic Change at the Arrow Lakes Theatre. On
Saturday night, writer, artist, and heritage activist

Michael Kluckner will speak with the crowd at the
BCHF Book Prize Gala on the topic “Storytelling in
the 21st Century.”
Tours will take participants north to the former
townsite of Trout Lake, and south to the historic
town of Sandon, epicentre of the “Silvery Slocan”, as
well as, the former Japanese-Canadian internment
camp, the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre, a
National Historic site located in New Denver.
We have used a new registration system this year,
RVSPBook, that streamlines things from behind-the
-scenes and offers more flexibility for future events.
Respectfully submitted by K. Jane Watt
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Land Title and
Survey Authority
of BC
Since the last BCHF Annual General Meeting I
attended two meetings of the Land Title and Survey
Authority Stakeholder Advisory Committee, September
13, 2017 and January 10, 2018, and the celebration of the Parcel Map BC Project November 16,
2017. Last year I reported on the new LTSA policy
allowing some fee exemption for non-commercial
historical or academic research projects. Members
doing such projects at LTSA offices might contact
me regarding their willingness to participate in the
next client survey.
In August 2016 I met with Brad Babcook of the LTSA
and Walter Meyer zu Erpen, archivist, regarding
preservation of LTSA’s Historic Records. We discussed
the LTSA Historic Records Inventory, Conservation
work on Provincial Field Books, the digitization of
Bound Volumes, the management of records and
access to records. Brad and Walter asked me to
ask council if it would like to arrange to tour the
LTSA Historic Records facilities in Victoria or New
Westminster in conjunction with a council meeting.
A plan to tour the New Westminster Land Title
Office in 2017 had to be delayed as the office is
moving in August 2018 to the Anvil Centre, Suite
500–11 Eighth Street, New Westminster. In future
we might arrange a tour for BCHF members of the
LTSA archival projects in conjunction with our annual
conference, just as we have did in New Westminster
and Kamloops.

If you would like to learn more about LTSA activities go to the ltsa.ca website for the 2018/2019 to
2020/2021 Business Plan.
Thank you for the opportunity to represent the British
Columbia Historical Federation on the Stakeholder
Advisory Committee to the Land Title and Survey
Authority of British Columbia, 2005 to 2018.
Jacqueline Gresko, BCHF representative on the LTSA
Stakeholder Advisory Committee

Jacqueline and Rob Gresko.
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94

319

Member Societies

Associate Members

Affiliated Members

Corporate Members

30

6

Membership and
Subscriptions
Since January 15, 2018, we have been transitioning
our information from a series of Excel spreadsheets
kept by committees to a new membership management software system called WildApricot, created
especially for not-for-profits. It allows us to have a
single source of information that can be accessed
by numerous people.
Many thanks to our webmaster, Shannon Bettles,
for setting this up and for coaching us as Andrea,
Caroline, and Jane learned the new system. It was a
tremendous amount of work to transition and check
information, but now that our transition is largely
complete, we are looking forward to the benefits
of this new system, including
• membership and subscription information in a
single place that will allow us to attract, renew,
and manage members
• billing capabilities and payment tracking
• automated reminder capabilities
• easy tracking of our multi-sub program for
member societies
• event management capabilities

But most of all, we are already feeling the ways that
bringing the subscription services back in-house
and dovetailing it with membership information
is reducing duplication of work and allowing us to
connect directly with subscribers and members from
a single information source.
One delight — and unexpected perk — of the new
system has been the way that it handles with ease
our multi-subscription program for member societies.
We appreciate the patience of members and
subscribers as we have moved to this new system
and have asked them questions and fact-checked
our records.
We are indebted to Ron Hyde who has handled
our membership so ably for many years and who
has generously shared his wisdom with regard to
best practices in the transition. We are working to
get our society renewals done with his efficiency.
Thanks to Caroline Ross who has stepped in as
Membership Chair.
K. Jane Watt, Acting Subscriptions Services
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Magazine
Thanks to our dedicated authors this year, our articles took readers beyond
our borders to the fields of the First and Second World Wars; reflected on
the stories of Japanese-Canadians; discussed poetry and song; considered
communists and booksellers.
Our designer, William Glasgow, takes the words and
images and brings the stories to life on the page. I
extend my heartfelt thanks for his patience and skill.
We have been working hard behind the scenes on
streamlining the subscriptions process so that it
dovetails more completely with membership. In
order to facilitate this merger, we have terminated
our relationship with the Magazine Association of
BC (MagsBC) and once again taken subscription
management in-house. Kudos to K. Jane Watt and
Shannon Bettles for their hours of work to make the
transition and thank you to Sylvia Skene of MagsBC
for her years of service.
We are very excited that the coming year will bring
to fruition the continuation of our partnership with
the University of British Columbia (UBC) Library to
make the back issues of British Columbia Historical
Federation publications from 1923 forward available
online, at no charge and in a searchable format. The

editions from 2008 to 2015 editions are currently
being digitized and will be available soon.
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I am also particularly thrilled to announce that we
will be launching a digital version of the British
Columbia History for our subscribers in 2018.
Subscribers to the digital magazine will be able to
enjoy a fully responsive version of the magazine on
their computer, via Kindle, or using a fully branded
app on their tablet or phone available through the
iTunes and Google Play.
The goal is to increase our subscriber base through
access to a digital newsstand of over 15 million users.
The newstand also serves more than 2,500 public,
corporate, military and academic library systems
and 1.3 million library patrons. Imagine reading the
digital version of British Columbia History in any
public school in the province, accessing it in full
colour in a public library, enjoying it on your phone,
or downloading it to your tablet to enjoy on holiday.

Gratitude
Thank you to the proofing team of Ronald Greene,
Cathy Magee, Nicole Bishop, and Erica Williams.
Thanks to Sylvia Stopforth for her continued quiet
and diligent work on the Archives and Archivist
column. Thanks also to the Readers Panel: Laura
Anderson, Nicole Bishop, Peter Broznitsky, Jamea
Lister, Cathy Magee, Sandra Martins, Erica Williams,
and Anne Wyness. Thanks also to Erica Williams
for creating the maps featured in the magazine.
Thank you to K. Jane Watt for her wisdom as the
magazine liaison , book review editor, and subscriptions manager. Finally, a big thank you to all of
the authors, photographers, artists, archivists and
societies with whom I have the privilege to work.
Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Lister, Editor
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Photo by William Iven on Unsplash, edited from original

Public Relations
Sharanjit Sandhra and Mark Forsythe have begun
efforts to raise the profile of the BCHF and its
members. “I didn’t know you existed” was a telling
comment from a winning author at last year’s awards
ceremony reminding us that there is much that can
be done to raise awareness of our work.
Social media is a free and easy way for non-profit
organizations such as the BCHF to engage with
members and promote BC history. The BCHF currently
maintains accounts with Facebook, YouTube, Flickr,
and Twitter and has hundreds of followers on these
platforms. Facebook reaches over 600 folowers.
Sharn has been excited to amplify the profile of
the BCHF via Twitter in particular. Since making
the Twitter push, we have now added more than
30 new followers. More importantly, these new
followers come from diverse backgrounds, expertise
and their own historical interests. Sharn’s suggestion would be for the BCHF to look into Instagram
which seems to be an even more burgeoning tool
for public dissemination and communication.
A new column, “Time Travels: Telling Our Stories”,
will be launched in British Columbia History magazine
in summer 2018. Mark will highlight the unique
and inspiring work of BCHF members around the
province, beginning with the Kilby Historic Site at
Harrison Mills. Suggestions are most welcome.

A BC media panel has been organized for the
BCHF conference. “Getting The Word Out” will
help member organization tell their own stories
through radio, print, the web and social media. John
MacFarlane (Director of The Nauticapedia Project)
Greg Nesteroff, (Kootenay-based news editor and
historical columnist) and Mark (ex-CBC Radio) will
share strategies for storytelling. Andrea Lister will
also explain submission requirements for British
Columbia History magazine.
Other strategies:
• Highlight priorities and BCHF announcements
coming out of the May conference with press
release for provincial and local distribution.
• Share posted activities of BCHF with other history/
heritage partners via Facebook. Ask our members
to share same.
• The committee will also seek opportunities to
highlight BCHF members’ stories by contributing
to the BCHF web page and newsletter.
The BCHF News is now delivered directly into our
member’s inboxes through our new membership
software, WildApricot.
Respectfully submitted by Sharanjit Sandhra and
Mark Forsythe
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2017 award recipients, Mary-Leah de Zwart, Mary Gale Smith, and Linda Peterat of the BC Food
History Network with BCHF President K. Jane Watt. Photo: Lori Johnson Photography

Recognition
The Recognition Committee has completed its review of award nominations
and recommends the below list of individuals for a BC Historical Federation
award to be presented at the 2018 Conference.
There were many excellent candidates nominated and we very much appreciate those who have taken
the time to submit a nomination.
AWARD CLASS

NAME

CITATION

Appreciation

Sandra Martins

For her time serving on the BCHF council.

Anna Tremere,
Riverview Hospital
Historical Society

For her outstanding leadership and dedication to
preserving the history of Riverview Hospital and
100 years of mental health care in British Columbia.
Anna recently facilitated the transfer of the Riverview
Hospital archival collection to the Province and the
artifact collection to the City of Coquitlam.

Merit
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AWARD CLASS

NAME

CITATION

Merit

Fred Pepin, Langley
Heritage Society

For his outstanding leadership and dedication to the
preservation of heritage structures in Langley over 35
years.

Recognition

Heather Cooper,
Bamfield Historical
Society

For her work researching and sharing the history of
Bamfield through publications, signage projects and
exhibits, and for being instrumental in the formation
of the Bamfield Historical Society.

Robert and Diane
Sterne, Gray Creek
Historical Society

For their work documenting and transcribing
cemetery records and mining records from Granite
Creek, and for working to have Granite Creek
recognized as a place of Historic Significance to the
Chinese community.

Anne and Philip
Yandle Best Article

Rika Ruebsaat

For her article “BC History Through song” that
appeared in British Columbia History, Vol. 50 No. 2
Summer 2017.

Best Website

BC Nursing History,
BC History of Nursing
Website dedicated to honoring and respecting the
Society. Anita
history of nurses and nursing in British Columbia and
Petersen and Lenore
beyond.
Radom, Designed and
powered by Scarlet.

News and Media
Award

Vancouver Historical
Society Newsletter,
Vol. 57, No.1
September 2017
issue

Recognition

Newsletter of the Vancouver Historical Society, that
preserves and promotes the history of Vancouver,
since 1936
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W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarship
Due to dwindling submissions and the shift in academia towards other
mediums it was decided, at the October 2017 council meeting, to broaden
the W. Kaye Lamb award to include media-based submissions (video,
websites, performance, podcast, artwork) in addition to the essays. Going
forward, the prize deadline will also be adjusted to March to coincide with
the deadlines for other recognition awards.
The 2017 award recipient of the $1,000 scholarship is:

Nimrit Toor, UBC, 3rd
year Gender, Race,
Sexuality and Social
Justice student for
her video “The South
Okanagan Punjabi
Community”.
Toor was a student of Ajay Bhardwaj, Sessional
Lecturer, UBC.

“The South Okanagan Punjabi Community”
video on YouTube.

Marie Elliott was
editor of British
Columbia News (now
British Columbia
History) from
1983–86. Marie has
been chair of the W.
Kaye Lamb Scholarship Committee
since 2006. She is
the author of several
books, including
Gold and Grand
Dreams and Fort St. James and New Caledonia:
Where British Columbia Began.
The British Columbia Historical Federation regrets
to announce that Marie Elliott has retired as chair
of the W. Kaye Lamb Essay Scholarship Committee.
The Federation extends an enormous thank you to
Marie for her quiet years of dedicated service.

Committee Members
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Joan Donaldson, Chilliwack, BC
Roxanne Salinas, Lone Butte, BC
Evelyn Johner, Chilliwack, BC
Sharon Lawrence, Chilliwack, BC
Joan Plant, Nanaimo, BC
Lesley Cameron, Maple Ridge, BC
Jesse Robertson, Victoria, BC
Darren Durupt, Maple Ridge, BC
Jennifer Stephens, Maple Ridge, BC
Sharnajit Sandhra, Abbotsford, BC
Paul Ferguson, Victoria, BC
Shannon Bettles (Chair), Hope, BC

Shannon Bettles, Recognition Chair
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Trails and Sites
Over the winter we had discussed how we could get more ideas and
participation from our members.
We recognize that our website component is difficult to find and is tedious to try and find a specific
place or trail. We have supplied an index and a map
for that purpose but it is somewhat clumsy. The
problem is that we need someone who can focus
on our portion of the our website as it is beyond
our expertise. We have invited outside parties if
they have any ideas on how to improve but so far
no volunteers.
We have also discussed how we could precipitate
more interest from the various member communities. We thought we should try inviting members
to submit a project from their communities for
consideration and help, both physical and financial.
With this in mind, I contacted Richard Blagborne from
Saturna Island. I have known Richard since about
2013 and he was partly responsible for getting the
lighthouse at East point turned into a small museum
and parklike atmosphere. It is a wonderful project
and any who are able to visit are amazed at what an
idyllic place this is and what interesting and pleasing
little museum that has been established. (It is all
within the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve).
Over Christmas John Motherwell, Claude Maurice,
Tom and I discussed the idea of putting in a small

monument (about the $2,500 size) on top of Mount
Warburton Pike on Saturna Island. We would like to
honour Warburton Pike, as up to this present time,
to our knowledge he is only recognized with a small
plaque at Dease Lake and at Mayne Island. (You
will remember John and Claude for their help with
the Moberly Monument at Revelstoke).
As you all know, putting in a monument is a slow
process that requires years of discussion with the
local people but since January, Richard has put out
feelers to the island denizens and up to now he has
only received positive replies and says, “I believe the
community would be supportive of your initiative”.
We therefore propose the following:
• Upgrading and improving our portion of the
website (expertise needed).
• Soliciting the member’s ideas for projects for
which they need help (and funds).
Working with the residents of Saturna Island to put
in a small monument.
Respectfully submitted,
Tom Lymbery
John Whittaker
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Treasurer
Year ended March 31, 2018

Operations
Due to a number of factors, subscription renewals
and sales of British Columbia History fell short of
target. On the other hand the current year saw the
restoration of our Canadian Periodical Fund Grant
from the Federal Government. This added $10,882
to our Revenues.
Overall our Revenues declined by $325 or 0.6%
for the year.
During the year we undertook a review of our
operating procedures and I am pleased to report
that we are making headway in implementing a
number of measures to streamline our operations.
For example, we have seen a $2,584 or a 6.94%
reduction in the cost of producing British Columbia
History magazine. In addition, we improved our

website and by doing so we were able to eliminate
paper copies of our newsletter thus reducing our
costs by $1,770 or 68.4 %.
Overall our Expenditures have been reduced by
$9,632 or 14.5% for the year.
I am pleased to report that by implementing efficiencies in our operating procedures we have seen a
significant improvement to the bottom line from a
loss of $11,348 in 2017 to a loss of only $2,041
in 2018. I have every reason to believe that the
efficiency changes we made in 2018, some of which
were in effect for less than a full year, will, other
than the occurrence of some unforeseen event,
give us a reasonable chance of achieving our goal
of breaking even in the near future.
Respectfully submitted,
Ken Welwood
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION
Statement of Financial Position
March 31, 2018
( Unaudited - see Notice to Reader )
2018

2017

$ 25,365

$ 30,598

115,000

22,198

National Bank Financial - Term Deposits

-

24,863

Bank of Montreal - Term Deposits

-

63,439

115,000

110,500

1,414

1,682

$ 141,779

$ 142,780

$

-

$

687

7,273

$

5,546

ASSETS
Current Assets
Cash and savings
Marketable securities, at cost (market value $115,000; 2017 $110,578)
Coast Capital Savings - Term Deposits

Accrued interest and GST receivable

LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities
Accounts payable
Deferred Conference Income

7,273

6,233

104,284

106,325

30,222

30,222

134,506

136,547

$ 141,779

$ 142,780

Net Assets
Unrestricted Net Assets - page 2
Internally restricted Net Assets - page 2
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION
Statement of Changes in Net Assets
Year ended March 31, 2018
( Unaudited - see Notice to Reader )
Internally
Restricted

2018

2017

106,325

30,222

136,547

137,895

(2,041)

-

(2,041)

(11,348)

Unrestricted

Balance, beginning of year (restated
note 4)

$

Excess (Deficiency) of revenue over
expenditures - page 3
Internally Imposed Restrictions

-

Bequest - Estate of Leonard
Guy McCann

Balance, end of year

$

104,284

$

30,222

-

10,000

$ 134,506

$ 36,547
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION
Statement of Operations
Year ended March 31, 2018
( Unaudited - see Notice to Reader )
2018

2017

Revenue
Subscriptions and sales
Canadian Periodical Fund Grant
Referal Fees - Johnson Inc
Memberships
Interest income
Donations
Book Sales
Advertising
Conference surplus

$

Expenditures
British Columbia History Magazine:
Printing
Design and layout
Mailing
Editor
Subscription Services and Overhead

Award - Community History Prize
Award - Writing Competition
Award - Best Article
Award - Best Newsletter & Media
Award - Website
Administration
Advertising
Newsletter
Bank Fees
Insurance - Directors & Officers
Membership Expenses
Travel and Meetings
Board Development Workshop
Readers Panel
Website
Moberly Monument
Conference AGM
GST expense net of recovery
Excess of revenue over expenditures (deficiency)

$

23,791
10,882
8,029
5,124
2,092
1,243
2,016
1,488
129
54,794

$

31,366
6,859
10,633
2,607
1,891
114
260
1,389
55,119

11,254
2,100
6,547
10,108
4,616
34,625

11,861
2,000
7,196
7,790
8,362
37,209

500
4,500
250
250
250
2,614
1,200
818
372
410
1,529
4,707
159
2,076
1,852
723
56,835
(2,041)

1,750
5,000
250
250
2,872
900
2,588
393
410
1,986
6,477
250
303
231
2,000
2,630
968
66,467
(11,348)

$
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION
Notes to Financial Statement
March 31, 2018
( Unaudited - see Notice to Reader )

The British Columbia Historical Federation (the “Society”) is registered
under the Society Act (British Columbia) and its principal activities include
providing public education about British Columbia and local history. The
Society is a registered Canadian charity under the Income Tax Act.
1. Basis of Presentation:
The recognition, measurement, presentation and disclosure principles in these financial statements
may not be in accordance with the requirements of any of the financial reporting frameworks in the
CPA Canada Handbook – Accounting.
2. Significant accounting policies:
(a)

Revenue recognition:
The Society follows the deferral method of accounting for grants and contributions. Restricted
contributions are recognized as revenue in the year in which the related expenses are incurred.
Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue when received or receivable, if the amount
to be received can be reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably assured. Contributions
received directly as endowments are recognized as direct increases to net assets when received.
Donations intended for scholarships that are received in advance of their disbursement to a
worthy candidate are recorded as current liabilities.

(b)

Contributed materials and services:
The Society receives a substantial benefit from volunteers. It is not practical for the Society to
record the receipt of contributed material and services.

(c)

Marketable securities:
Marketable securities are recorded at cost and market value.

(d)

Use of estimates:
The preparation of financial statements requires management to make estimates and assumptions that effect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of contingent assets
and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and
expenditures during the year. Actual results could differ from those estimates.
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3. Internally restricted net assets:
Internally restricted net assets represent resources established by the Board of Directors (the “Board”)
for specific purposes and with administrative conditions determined by the Board. These funds are
held for endowment purposes by the Society for the benefit of its present and future members. In
2017 the Board internally restricted $10,000 unrestricted net assets in the year to be held for endowment purposes. During the year the Board approved the establishment and allocation of Internally
Restricted Net Assets into two Funds as follows:
•

Contingency Fund

-

$ 20,222

•

Centennial Legacy Fund -

$ 10,000

The Contingency Fund represents resources to be used in the event of unforeseen financial difficulty
as determined and approved by the Board.
The Centennial Legacy Fund is to be used for project based extraordinary items as approved by the
Board.
4. Comparative Figures
Certain prior years comparative figures have been restated to reflect the presentation adopted for
the current year.

Your donation to the
Centennial Legacy Fund
will support innovative
“proof of concept”
projects in the historical
community.

Len McCann at 1984 Vernon Conference.
(BCHF Archives)

Website
The BCHF website continues to be a means by which the Federation communicates news, events, awards and information to and about our members,
while promoting and sharing initiatives from around the province in the
area of BC history.
To these ends in 2017–18, the BCHF web team has
worked to include more stories about our member
societies; to add news and stories submitted by
our members; and to ensure our website is accessible and information is easily found. The team has
also worked to incorporate modern website best
practices including making the site mobile-friendly,
improving website security, and incorporating online
payment systems.
The website is continually changing with the times,
evolving to become a marketing and administration tool that can both encourage membership in
the Federation, while helping to communicate and
advocate for BC history initiatives.

Member Stories
Articles published on the BCHF website are shared
through social media, which, in turn drives traffic
to our website.
Websites and social media require continual content
and storytelling. We encourage our members to
consider submitting news for publication on our
website and social media, in order to share the
good works and progress happening in BC history.

Website statistics
From April 2017 to April 2018, the website had
58,674 page views by 9,839 users. Page views were
up 30% from the previous period where there was
44,326 page views and the number of users was
up 83% with a figure of 5,350.

Not surprisingly, most of
our website visitors were
from Canada (84%) and
from within Canada,
85% were from British
Columbia, 5% were from
Ontario and 5% were
from Alberta.
Vancouverites were the most frequent BC visitors
(15%), followed by visitors from Victoria (7%),
Chilliwack (7%), Surrey (5%), Burnaby (3%) and
Coquitlam (2.5%). 86% of all visitors were new to
the website, which is 83% higher than the last year.
The homepage was the most visited page, followed
by the conference page, membership page, and
BCHF news feed page.
The website shows healthy growth with low bounce
rate indicating that visitors are finding the content
they are looking for online. Future improvements of
the site will include self-membership management
options and continued optimization for searchability,
accessibility and best practice for mobile users.
Almost 40% of our users are now visiting via mobile
phone or tablet, a trend expected to increase.
Submitted by Shannon Bettles, Web Master, and
Caroline Ross, Web Editor

British Columbia Historical Federation
British Columbia
Historical Federation

PO Box 448, Fort Langley, BC, Canada, V1M 2R7
www.bchistory.ca

