
The British Columbia Historical Federation 
encourages interest in the history of British 

Columbia through research, presentation, and 
support in its role as an umbrella organization 

for provincial historical societies

A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 1 9
W h o  I s  T a k i n g  C a r e  o f  H i s t o r y ?

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  H i s t o r i c a l  F e d e r a t i o n



The British Columbia Historical Federation is a collective voice that encourages 

interest in the history of British Columbia through research, advocacy, presenta-

tion, and support.
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Front Cover top collage: Jay-Del Mah speaks at BCHF conference 2018; Sandon Powerhouse;  Liping Wong 
Yip, (center) after receiving her honourable mention award at the BCHF Book Prizes Gala with Maurice 
Guibord and Barry Gough; group from hike to Nakusp Hot Springs at 2018 Conference; Kyle Kusch and 
Caroline Ross on New Denver tour.

Winter 2018 issue of British Columbia History on iPad; delegates in Sandon, Michael Gibbs, Rob Gresko; 
buses at Sandon; Andrea Lister with Laura Saimoto of the Vancouver Japanese Language School and Hall 
at the Hycroft Women’s Club following Laura’s talk on the history and restoration of the school.
 
Inside cover: Jennifer Dunkerson, Heritage Planner, Columbia Basin Trust, speaking at BCHF 2018 confer-
ence about her new role.

Photos by Darren Durupt, Shannon Bettles, and K. Jane Watt.
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I am humbled and honoured to be part of the British Columbia Historical 

Federation, and to work in support of our member societies across the 

province. They are the cornerstone of communities as they interpret and 

care for the history around them — both tangible and intangible. 

Our members are the stewards of historic buildings, community collections, cemeteries, cultural landscapes, 
and the stories of families and significant places. Together our work is the vital fabric of what writer Eric 
Klinenberg in his book, Palaces for the People, calls social infrastructure: physical places and community 
organizations that shape human interaction in neighbourhoods and small towns, and make the experience 
of community a powerful, daily one. 

I have been fortunate to serve with a council that is forward thinking and generous with its time and 
knowledge — and our work together has been sparked and nurtured by their willingness to embrace a 
changing world. In our summer Council workshop last year we affirmed that values that we carry as we 
go about our work: 

• We are curious.
• We aim for best practices in every corner of our work.
• We assume positive intent in the people we work with.
• We believe in the capacity of our members.
• We seek to use “no buts” by engaging with our members and supporters unequivocally and shaping 

policies that support easy inclusion.
• We protect and honour our human resources.

This report is testament to the work the Federation has done over 
the past year, and it outlines some of our pathways to the future: 
the continued unrolling of the Centennial Legacy Fund in support 
of small and micro-history projects across the province, our service 
awards, our media and book prizes, the integration of advocacy 
into the fabric of our work, the encouragement of debate and 
knowledge about the diverse meanings of history and the potency 
of historical commemoration, emerging plans for our centennial, 
the publication of our thriving flagship magazine, British Columbia 
History — and much more.

Our work touches the communities we live in in remarkable ways, 
but it is far from done. We are continuing to address the many 
challenges to inclusion — racial, economic, geographic — we face 
and maintain as an organization. 

Each year we must say good-bye to people who have served the 
Federation with integrity and well: Barry Gough, Ken Welwood, 
Ron Hyde, and Michael Gurney. We wish them all the very best as 
the step down from their official capacities on Council — and we 
rely on them to help us carry the work of the Federation forward.

With respect,
K. Jane Watt

President’s Report



Council meeting at Olympic Oval
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K. Jane Watt, President

Shannon Bettles, 1st Vice President, Web Master, 
Recognition Chair 

Caroline Ross, 2nd Vice President, Membership 
Chair 

Barry Gough, Honourary President

Gary Mitchell, Past President

Ken Welwood, Treasurer 

Mark Forsythe, Director, Advocacy Liaison

Michael Gibbs, Director

Maurice Guibord, Historical Writing Chair, Conference 
Chair

Michael Gurney, Director

Ron Hyde, Director, Membership Liaison

Greg Nesteroff, Director, Newsletter Editor

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, June 8, 2019 at 9:00 am (PST)

Native Sons Hall

360 Cliffe Ave, Courtenay, BC

BCHF Council
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Honorary President
These special years as Honorary President have passed quickly. I came to 

this delightful assignment by the invitation offered after our Quesnel annual 

general meeting.

All these years later I have supported the efforts of 
our membership in any way possible. Among the 
highlights are our strengthening of advocacy, our 
careful managing of finances, and our enriching of 
our publications, notably British Columbia History. 
Our work in historical sites and trails continue; a 
highlight was the unveiling of the Walter Moberley 
monument in Revelstoke. 

By custom each year the Honorary President heads 
up the nominations committee. We have aimed for 
representation from regions of the Province. Good 
human resources are the basis of good management, 
and I am pleased to say that we continue to have a 
strong executive and a bright future, especially as 
we move forward to BC 150 and also the centenary 
of our Federation. My special thanks go out to those 
coming forward to assume obligations. 

Delightful it has been to see how we have moved 
towards e-publishing that allows our newsletter to 
reach wider audiences. Our magazine is stronger 
than ever. Our executive, too, has taken a stronger 
role in the managing of annual general conferences, 
partnering with local museums and archives. Our 
Centennial Legacy Fund is now functioning and will 
yield good results.

As Hononary President of British Columbia Historical 
Federation I am conscious that I have been walking 
in the shoes of great historians, F.W. Howay and 
Margaret Ormsby, among others. We take necessarily 
the large view and the long view, seeing history 
across landscapes and epochs.

We need to tell our stories within our borders and 
beyond them too. We invite others to come and 
see the secrets kept in our local museums and 
archives. We must not take public funding for granted 
in matters of history and heritage; the warning 
signs are already apparent. I applaud the many 
volunteers who do the work of our one hundred or 
so membership organizations. Keep the memories 

green and the record accurate! In closing, I will 
always remember my decade of association with 
the Federation as best days of preserving history 
and articulating its strengths. I thank you for the 
honour bestowed upon me.

Our history, like the province’s coat of arms, is rich 
beyond measure and splendid without ceasing. My 
thanks to all who are working hard for the preservation 
of our history in the Province. I congratulate all 
members of the Federation, and the constituent 
associations, for efforts to save our history and 
enhance our understanding of our unique heritage. 

Barry Gough, Ph.D., D.Lit.

Barry Gough driving the Last Spike!
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MEMBERSHIP MAGAZINE ADVOCACY CONFERENCE NEWSLETTER BOOK 
PRIZES

Caroline Ross 
& Ron Hyde

Andrea 
Lister & K. 
Jane Watt

Michael 
Gibbs 
& Mark 
Forsythe

Maurice 
Guibord & K. 
Jane Watt

Greg Nestoroff
Maurice 
Guibord

Ongoing 
improvement 
of web portal 
for accurate 
membership 
info including 
forms. 
Continuing 
liaison with 
Johnson Inc.

Digital 
version of 
magazine 
Fall 2018 
On iTunes 
and Zinio. 
Soon on 
Google Play

Member 
outreach 
Conference 
2019 at 
Ideas 
Fair and 
elsewhere

Tri-Cities 
(Courtenay 
Comox 
Cumberland) 
is well into 
planning cycle. 
Date shifted to 
June as per AGM 
motion

Is issued 
monthly

Is well into 
book prize 
cycle

Has caught up 
with outstanding 
membership 
fees

Working on 
mags in 
schools 
through 
EBSCO

Next steps 
post Heritage 
summit, 
participation 
in Heritage 
BC 
conference

Maurice liaison 
with Government 
House

Is timely, 
interesting, and 
serves members 
with information, 
telling their 
stories, and 
identifying with 
an important 
sector in BC

Has created 
a protocol 
for judge 
succession 
and has 
secured a 
new judge

Plans for new 
membership 
categories 
and revival 
of practice 
of Honorary 
Membership

Spring 
issue “Legal 
theme”

Planning to 
sell more 
advertising

Working on 
improving 
sub renewal 

Michael Gibbs 
has 
2020 Conference 
well into 
planning cycle

Snapshot of Ongoing Projects as of February 2019



K. Jane Watt with the results of the BCHF Council’s visioning session in June 2018.
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CENTENNIAL 
LEGACY FUND

LTSA RECOGNITION CENTENNIALS BC 150 
AND BCHF 100

WEBSITE

Shannon Bettles
Jacqueline 
Gresko

Shannon Bettles
Mark Forsythe & Gary 
Mitchell

Caroline Ross 
& Shannon 
Bettles

Has created policy 
and has embarked 
on selection 
process for 
2019 
recipient

Ongoing 
liaison

Managing ongoing 
recognition 
program, media 
prizes, and W. 
Kaye Lamb award

Working with Destination 
BC and Tom Lymbery to 
tell member stories and 
to create sites and trails 
centennial project

Website ongoing 
content renewal 

Need to 
contemplate next 
steps, including 
fundraising

Future: tour 
of office

Gary: Stamp project 
Gary: Declaration of BC 
History Day

Ongoing site 
maintenance 
and security 
updates



Advocacy Committee members from left to right: M. Diane Rogers, Brenda L. Smith, K. Jane 
Watt, Mark Forsythe, and Michael Gibbs
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Advocacy Committee 

History/Heritage Summit 
Meeting: Fall 2018 
A summit meeting with heritage partners was 
hosted by the BCHF in October 2018. It was a highly 
productive discussion between BCHF members, 
Heritage BC, BC Genealogical Society and BC 
Museums Association. We made new connections 
and share much in common:

• Focus on storytelling
• Be more inclusive in our storytelling
• Collaborate on BC 150 
• Work together as a sector on projects and in 

seeking funding

President K. Jane Watt has more specific details 
in her Annual Report. As a follow up Mark led a 
plenary discussion and a storytelling workshop at 
May 2019 Heritage BC conference in Nanaimo. The 
plenary session included a report on the extensive 
State of Heritage project conducted by Heritage 
BC. Storytelling panelists: BCHF member John 
MacFarlane (Nauticapedia Project), Andrew Ferris 
& Sean Edmonds of On This Spot (a walking tour 

App), and Charlotte McCarroll who is working with 
students who narrate Francophone history stories 
on CILS-FM, Victoria. 

Advocacy Forum, “Telling 
Our Stories” 
The Advocacy Committee led a forum at the 2018 
conference to hear what issues are top of mind for 
members. 

• Access to BC Archives: unreasonable fees, limited 
provincial access, no provincial archivist, physical 
barriers

• Funding Constraints: stable & predictable funding?
• Insurance & Liability: high costs faced by all
• Volunteers: chronic shortage. Expand base and 

engage more young people
• Spearhead: projects to develop specific 

areas for heritage designation in BC: trails, 
roads & marine “floating heritage”

• BC 150 in Confederation. Who is doing what? 
What can be accomplished together? New 
partnerships? (e.g. Destination BC)

• Common Messaging: where does it 

Objective: To highlight stories of BCHF members. 
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make sense to work together in our public 
engagements and in communicating with govern-
ment?

• Education: better support the BC social studies 
curriculum

Audio from that forum can be heard via the BCHF 
Resources page: www.bchistory.ca/community/
resources/

Note: Power Point presentations from GETTING 
THE WORD OUT, a media workshop at last year’s 
conference are also available on the same Resource 
page. Storytelling tips from John MacFarlane 
(Nauticapedia, web & social media), Greg Nesteroff 
(blogger & journalist) and Mark Forsythe (ex-CBC 
Radio).

Heritage Fairs
The BCHF made a financial commitment to supporting 
Heritage Fairs in BC at last year’s AGM. We urge 
members to become judges at these events, and to 
contact schools in their communities to encourage 
development of more heritage fairs.

Step Up For History 
Campaign & Tool Kit
The online campaign tool kit was updated for the 
fall 2018 municipal elections. BCHF members were 
encouraged to quiz candidates on issues directly 
connected to local history and heritage. A few 
members reported back, but there is room to refine 
and expand this for the next provincial election. 

BCHF 100th Anniversary 
Mark Forsythe introduced a column for British Columbia 
History magazine to highlight the exemplary work 
being done by our member organizations. Time 
Travels featured these members in the first year: 
Kilby Historic Site (Harrison Mills), Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre (New Denver), Comox Air Force 
Museum and Chilliwack Museum & Archives. Lytton 
Museum and the Lytton Chinese History Museum will 
be featured next. Mark will endeavour to highlight 
members across BC.

BCHF Best Sites & Trails 
A “soft launch” of this BCHF project is underway. 
The sesquicentennial (150th anniversary) of British 
Columbia joining confederation in 2021, and our 
own BCHF centennial in 2022 provides an excellent 
opportunity to get encourage people to visit our 
member’s historical sites. BCHF is asking members 
to nominate trails, historic sites, marine areas and 
historic landscapes. What makes them unique? Sites 
will be highlighted on our BCHF web page, and there 
is an opportunity to partner with the province’s 
tourism arm, Destination BC. Discussion continue 
and more details expected after canvassing BCHF 
members for more nominations, and collaborating 
with the Sites & Monuments Committee. Members 
can send nominations via our web page:

www.bchistory.ca/community/bcs-best-sites-trails-
project/

Respectfully submitted by the Advocacy Committee 
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Membership Report 
Membership numbers for 2018-2019 remain steady, with slight increases in 

Society and Associate membership over the last year. 

Membership snapshot as of April 31, 2019
COMPARATIVES
Membership 
Type

Total members as of  
April 31, 2019

Total members as of 
April 31, 2018 

Change over last 6 months (Nov 
2018 to Apr 2019)

Society 101 94 +3 (3% increase)
Affiliate 26 30 +3 (13% increase)
Associate 
(Individuals)

333 319 +71 (27% increase)

Corporate 5 6 +1 (25% increase)
Honorary 3 3 0 
TOTAL 468 452 +78 (20% increase)

We streamlined our membership database this year, removing expired/inactive members. This accounts 
for some of the anomalies in the numbers above. 

Our 101 Member Societies have a collective dues-paying membership of at least 6,842 individuals (data is 
still coming in). These individuals are de facto members of the Federation, bringing our total province-wide 
representation to over 7,310 individuals and organizations. 

Group insurance benefits with Johnson Inc. remain a popular draw for our Associate Members. As of April 
2019, BCHF Associate Members held 203 home insurance policies and 633 MEDOC travel insurance policies 
with Johnson. 

Your membership team completed the following projects this year 

• Completed transition to our new membership management platform, Wild Apricot. The platform allows 
us to more accurately manage and maintain Federation memberships. 

• Updated membership pages on the BCHF web site. The pages now list the full benefits of each type of 
membership, as well as terms, fees and links to join/renew online or by mail.

• Expanded the BCHF Honorary Membership program. As of our 2019 AGM, the Federation will be able to 
appoint up to three Honorary Members per year and carry up to 25 Honorary Members at any given time 
(up from 1 appointee/year and 10 honorees at any given time).

• Regular processing of new memberships/renewals twice per month, at the middle and end of each month. 

The membership team is currently in the final stages of developing an online Member Portal that will allow 
our members to manage their accounts online, print/download BCHF membership cards, access members-
only resources and more. Stay tuned for more info in the coming year!

Prepared by Caroline Ross



BCHF Buzz editor, Greg Nestoroff

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  H i s t o r i c a l  F e d e r at i o n  A n n u a l  R e p o rt  |  1 1

Newsletter
The BCHF Buzz has been issued monthly to members 
by email since August and continues to evolve in 
format and content. 

It is sorted into several sections: BCHF news, 
member society news, historical news and notes, 
and in memoriam. 

Each edition also carries an ad for Johnson Insurance, 
for which we receive $50 per month. (We are seeking 
other advertisers as well.) 

Member organizations are encouraged to share the 
BCHF Buzz with their own members.

Greg Nestoroff, BCHF Buzz Editor
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Conference 2019
Who is Taking Care of History?

A good conference is always the product of energetic 
team work and community leadership. This year, we 
bow to the representatives of several cultural and 
heritage institutions in three cities for the efforts they 
have exerted to make our members feel welcome 
and fulfilled. In particular, we recognize Deborah 
Griffiths and Gillian Miller from the Courtenay and 
District Museum and Palaeontology Centre, for their 
efforts in coordinating venues and speakers and for 
waving the BCHF banner to potential participants.

Friday’s keynote speaker Daryl Hatton will provide 
exciting insight on crowdsourcing, in an environment 
where funding for history-related projects and 
institutions is always a challenge and requires new 
approaches. We will also hear about the proposed 
future of the Maritime Museum of B.C., a subject 
near and dear to many heritage hearts.

The importance of strategic planning will be highlighted, 
for small as well as for larger museums. We will 

be enlightened by Karen Aird of FPCC about the 
challenges and opportunities of protecting First 
Nations cultural heritage. Speakers will also present 
on Japanese kilns and on the seizing of Japanese 
fishing vessels during the Second World War.

The new Ideas Fair will allow for the free exchange 
of information and insights from our members’ 
experiences and projects. The Book Prize Gala will 
once again celebrate the bar to which our B.C. 
historians accede in their publications. And of 
course, numerous tours will be available for your 
enjoyment, on a dizzying array of topics.

Given the impressive diversity of heritage experiences 
that are available in the Courtenay-Comox-Cumberland 
area, we well anticipate that these will satiate your 
thirst for new knowledge and experiences. 

Respectfully submitted by Conference co-chairs K. 
Jane Watt and Maurice Guibord
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Historical Writing 
Awards 
A total of 29 publications were submitted as candidates for the 2018 Historical 

Writing Awards. The award recipients will be announced at the conference 

in Courtenay.

Our congratulations go out to the authors, researchers 
and publishers involved in this year’s slate of 
participants and also to the last year’s award recipients. 
The 2017 Lieutenant Governor’s Historical Writing 
Award Medal was awarded to Dr. Ben Bradley, for 
his publication British Columbia by the Road: Car 
Culture and the Making of a Modern Landscape.

In alphabetical order by author, this year’s finalists 
are:

Chow, Lily, Blossoms in the Gold Mountains: Chinese 
Settlements in the Fraser Canyon and the Okanagan, 
Caitlin Press.

Converse, Cathy, Against the Current: The Remarkable 
Life of Agnes Deans Cameron, Touchwood Editions.

Mather, Ken, Trail North: The Okanagan Trail of 
1858-68 and its Origins in British Columbia and 
Washington, Heritage House Publishing.

McCreary, Tyler, Shared Histories: Witsuwit’en-
Settler Relations in Smithers, British Columbia, 
1913 – 1973, Creekstone Press.

Reimer, Chad, Before We Lost the Lake: A Natural 
and Human History of Sumas Valley, Caitlin Press.

Rohn, Bruce, S.S. Minto: The Arrow Lakes Longest 
Serving Sternwheeler, Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society. 

Strong-Boag, Veronica, The Last Suffragist: Standing 
The Life and Times of Laura Marshall Jamieson, 
UBC Press.

We also wish to recognize all the authors who 
submitted their entries and whose work adds greatly 
to the corpus of published BC history

Our thanks go to this year’s Judges’ panel, composed 
of Gloria Currie, Diane Rogers and Dr. Patricia Roy, 
for their professionalism and diligence in determining 
the award recipients, which is never a simple task. 
A special thanks goes to Diane Rogers, who retires 
from the panel after numerous years of service. 
We thus continue as planned, with one judge now 
rotating off the panel each year and a new judge 
joining it for three years.

If you are interested in serving on future panels, 
please contact the Committee Chair.

Don’t forget that the books provided to the judges 
for this competition will be made available to all at 
the Silent Auction during the Banquet at Courtenay. 
Keep on publishing!

Maurice Guibord, Historical Writing Chair
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Best Article Award
We relied on 11 readers across the province who 
judged 25 articles published in British Columbia 
History magazine last year. The winning article is 
Esther Sharp for her work:

The Great War and the Home Front: Reportage from 
the Ladysmith Chronicle (51.3).

Best Website Award
We received seven nominations for Best Website this 
year, which made the judging process difficult and 
exciting. We had five judges select the top site, which 
was produced by Société historique Francophone 
de la Colombie-Britannique (Vancouver). View the 
site at: https://www.shfcb.ca/ and be sure to check 
out the searchable collection database. 

Best News and Media Award
The Silvery Slocan Historical Society is the recipient 
of the Best News and Media Award for 2018. Their 
Summer 2018 newsletter was selected because it 
does an outstanding job of promoting, sharing, and 
recognizing the work of volunteers and community 
members in preserving and commemorating the 
area’s local history.

Recognition Awards
This year we acknowledge the service of outgoing 
council and committee members with Awards of 
Appreciation: Barry Gough, Jane Watt, Ron Hyde,  
and Ken Welwood (BCHF Council); and Marie Elliott, 
Dr. Patricia Roy, Frances Gundry (BCHF Scholarship 
Committee members). 

Recognition
2018 Award of Merit recipient Anna Tremere for her work with the Riverview Hospital Historical 
Society with Shannon Bettles and K. Jane Watt. Photo: Darren Durupt
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A certificate of Merit is awarded to Derek Grant and 
the Vancouver School Board Archives and Heritage 
Committee (Vancouver), which has worked to preserve 
hundreds of VSB photographs and archives.

Three certificates of recognition are awarded each 
to Kyle Kusch (Nakusp), Jack Bates (Esquimalt), 
and Linda Peterat, Patti Wild, and Elaine Gruenwad 
(Vernon). 

Kyle Kusch is recognized for his work on various 
projects of the Arrow Lakes Historical Society including 
digitization of 15,000 photographic images, creation 
of searchable database, digital presentation and 
promotion of the history of Nakusp and Arrow Lakes. 

Jack Bates is recognized for promoting the military 
history of Work Point Barracks and Fort Macaulay 
over the past 19 years. 

Linda Peterat, Patti Wild, and Elaine Gruenwad are 
honoured for the creation and operation of the Silver 
Star Mountain Museum, Vernon. 

Scholarship Award
The winner of the 2018 W. Kaye Lamb Scholarship is 
Laura Moberg (Vancouver), a 4th year UBC student, 
honouring in history and minoring in English literature. 
Her winning essay is entitled: “Canada’s Evergreen 
Playground: Leisure, land and settler colonial nation-
building in the promotion of Canadian Pacific Railway 
tourism in British Columbia, 1920-1945.”  

Centennial Legacy Fund
This year we opened up application to the new 
Centennial Legacy Fund. There were 16 applications 
asking for funds combined totalling $64,420. An 
adjudication committee was formed and selected 
three recipients.

Lorrie John and the Dixon Entrance Maritime Museum 
Society (Masset, BC) were granted $4800 towards 
their project called Boat Building Family Stories. 

Jacqueline Pearce (Burnaby), granted $4300 for 
her projected called Internment Haiku.

Anne Campbell and the Atlin Historical Society 
(Atlin) were selected to receive $900 towards their 
Transportation Display project.

We thank all applicants and look forward to supporting 
more projects in 2019. Financial contributions are 

welcomed and needed to continue and expand this 
fund. 

2018 BCHF Recognition 
Committee
Thank you to members of the 2018 BCHF Recognition 
Committee:

Joan Donaldson, Chilliwack, BC

Roxanne Salinas, Lone Butte, BC

Evelyn Johner, Chilliwack, BC

Sharon Lawrence, Chilliwack, BC 

Joan Plant, Nanaimo, BC

Lesley Cameron, Maple Ridge, BC 

Darren Durupt, Maple Ridge, BC

Jennifer Stephens, Maple Ridge, BC

Doug Brigham, Vancouver, BC

Paul Ferguson, Victoria, BC

Shannon Bettles (Chair), Chilliwack, BC

Jane Lemke, New Westminster, BC

Robin Anderson, Abbotsford, BC

Greg Nesteroff, Nelson, BC

Caroline Ross, Prince George, BC

Mike Yusko, Popkum, BC

Gary Mitchell, Victoria, BC

Jane Watt, Fort Langley, BC

Anne Russell, Chilliwack, BC

Shannon Bettles, Recognition Chair
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Website & 
Social Media
This year I took over much of the content production 
role (Web Editor) as well as technical development 
and maintenance role (Webmaster) of the BCHF 
website as council members shifted job duties and 
portfolios. 

In the role of Web Editor, BCHF members and 
council members diligently submitted content and 
news items, which helps greatly with keeping blog 
content fresh and relevant. Fresh content allows 
us to post more frequently on social media — 
specifically Facebook— which led to more viewers 
of this content and of our website. This is a great 
service to members as it amplifies their messaging, 
events, activities, and projects giving them a wider 
reach. We hope that members continue to submit 
content for us to share and promote. 

Today’s websites require constant attention to 
ensure content is backed up and secure, and to 
keep software up-to-date. The Webmaster’s work 
has involved regular ongoing maintenance and 

information management. Caroline Ross worked 
hard on updating the website’s membership pages 
to better clarify member benefits and application 
streams. Other changes involved removing the 
bookshelf page and adding promotional coloured 
boxes on pages as a strategy to highlight and drive 
traffic to specific areas of the site. A new magazine 
subscription page was created in collaboration 
with Andrea Lister, which features the new digital 
subscription option. Modern colour photographs were 
added also to keep the site bright and attractive. 
Webmaster duties also support the subscriptions 
storefront and the membership management portal 
— Wild Apricot. Caroline Ross and I have been 
getting ready to launch the new member portal. 
There is some user interface work ongoing here. 

In 2019-20, we look forward to refreshing our 
website template and will continue to promote our 
member news and stories. We will seek ways that 
we can use our website to connect digitally with 
members and the community at large. 



B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  H i s t o r i c a l  F e d e r at i o n  A n n u a l  R e p o rt  |  1 7

Website Statistics
From April 2018 to April 2019, the website had 
55,233 page views by 10,120 users. Number of 
users and new users were up from the previous year.

Most of website visitors were from Canada (75%), 
then the USA (16%). From within Canada, 84% 
were from British Columbia, 7% were from Ontario 
and 5% were from Alberta. 

Vancouverites were the most frequent BC visitors 
(18%), followed by visitors from Victoria (10%), 
Surrey (6%), Burnaby (4%) and Nanaimo (2.8%). 

Many people are coming to our site via social 
media channels such as Facebook and our BC Buzz 
e-newsletter where they are viewing individual 
stories and articles. A key strategy to communicate 
member news, issues and stories is to publish on our 
website and promote via social media and e-blasts. 

The website shows healthy growth with low bounce 
rate indicating that visitors are finding the content 
they are looking for online. 30% of users are 
accessing the site from mobile devices. 

Respectfully submitted by Shannon Bettles

Social Media
BCHF has a Facebook page and a Twitter feed. The 
BCHF Twitter feed has 393 followers. As of March 31, 
2019 the BCHF Facebook page had 765 followers.

Stories are shared through the social media channels 
from the BCHF website and from a team of people 
who find stories relevant to our followers.

facebook.com/bchistoricalfederation/

@BCHistoryFed
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Land Title and 
Survey Authority 
of BC
Since the last BCHF 2018 AGM I attended meetings 
of the Land Title and Survey Authority Stakeholder 
Advisory Committee in September 2018 and January 
2019, as well as the Annual Joint Meeting of the 
Board and the SAC in June 2018. Last year I reported 
on the LTSA policy allowing some fee exemption 
for non-commercial historical or academic research 
projects. Also I noted consultation with Brad Babcook 
of the LTSA and Walter Meyer zu Erpen, archivist, 
regarding preservation of LTSA’s Historic Records, 
including the LTSA Historic Records Inventory, 
Conservation work on Provincial Field Books, the 
digitization of Bound Volumes, management of 
records and access to records. Brad and Walter 
suggested BCHF council might arrange a tour of 
the LTSA Historic Records facilities in Victoria or 
New Westminster in conjunction with a council 
meeting. A plan to tour the New Westminster Land 
Title Office had to be delayed as the office moved 
in August 2018 to the Anvil Centre, Suite 500 –11 
Eighth Street, New Westminster. 

Brad Babcook gave me a tour of the New Westminster 
office in October 2018. In future we might arrange a 
tour for BCHF members of the LTSA archival projects 
in conjunction with our annual conference, just as 
we did in New Westminster and Kamloops. Brad 
and I discussed requests from members of member 
societies regarding research in LTSA records that 
are not available in the BC Archives. 

Mike Thomson, Surveyor General of BC retired at 
the end of March 2019 and Cristin Schlossberger 
was appointed as the new Surveyor General. Mike 
Thomson completed many interesting projects 

during his term, particularly Parcel Map B.C. BCHF 
members who attended the BCHF Conference in 
New Westminster in 2008 will remember his lively 
presentation on the LTSA. I hope that he, like Gerry 
Andrews, an earlier surveyor general, will write 
about his working career. 

If you would like to learn more about LTSA activities 
go to the ltsa.ca website. 

Thank you for the opportunity to represent the British 
Columbia Historical Federation on the Stakeholder 
Advisory Committee to the Land Title and Survey 
Authority of British Columbia, 2005 to 2019. 

Jacqueline Gresko, BCHF representative on the LTSA 
Stakeholder Advisory Committee

Jacqueline and Rob Gresko.
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Magazine

The magazine traces its roots back to October 1923, 
when the British Columbia Historical Association — 
formed in 1922 as the earliest ancestor of today’s 
Federation — published its First Annual Report and 
Proceedings. Over time, the publication has evolved 
and in 2018, it entered the electronic world with 
the launch of the digital edition British Columbia 
History magazine is now available through a digital 
app that can be read on any mobile smartphone 
or tablet device. The digital version offers colour 
images and links to websites and videos. In addition, 
the quarterly publication is now part of the “world’s 
largest newsstand” through the ZINIO (RB Digital 
Magazines) newsstand and can be read on a computer 
or downloaded via the RBDigital app. 

Being a part of the ZINIO Newsstand increases our 
visibility and improves accessibility for the words and 
images of community writers, archivists, museum 
professionals, academic historians. The magazine 
has, on average, 1,300 print subscribers and plus 
a slowly growing digital subscriber base. The ZINIO 
For Libraries offering has the potential to serve more 
than 2,500 public, corporate, military, and academic 
library systems and 1.3 million library patrons. 

Subscribers who prefer paper can rest assured that 
there are no plans to discontinue the print version 
of the magazine. 

In early 2019 and 2020 we look forward to the 
integration of the ZINIO platform and the launch 
of the Android branded app. Subscribers will be 
able to read the magazine on any device using the 
same log in and password. As well, we are shortly 

anticipating British Columbia History’s addition to 
the EBSCO platform. EBSCO offers our magazine 
exposure in colleges, universities, and public schools 
in BC, across Canada, and into the USA. There is no 
cost to us to partnering with EBSCO and they pay 
the BCHF 20 percent of the net revenue collected.

Last year we published 29 stories about BC. The 
2019 legal themed issue offered a diverse set of 
articles to readers and was well received. The 2020 
theme is lost communities, not ghost towns, but 
stories about communities across the province that 
once thrived but are now gone.

We welcomed Aimee Greenaway to the team as 
book review editor as K. Jane Watt has taken on 
subscriptions in addition to her role as managing 
editor. William Glasgow, our designer, continues 
to make the magazine beautiful and readable and 
now has the added task of creating files for our 
digital version. Thanks to Sylvia Stopforth and Mark 
Forsythe for their work on the Archives and Archivist 
and Time Travels columns respectively. Thanks to 
Erica Williams for creating the maps featured in 
the magazine. Gratitude to the proofing team of 
Ronald Greene, Cathy Magee, Nicole Bishop, and 
Erica Williams. Thanks also to the Readers Panel: 
Laura Anderson, Nicole Bishop, Peter Broznitsky, 
Jamea Lister, Cathy Magee, Sandra Martins, Erica 
Williams, and Anne Wyness. 

Finally, a big thank you to all of the authors, archivists, 
and societies that I have the privilege to work with.

Respectfully submitted, Andrea Lister, Editor

British Columbia History is one of the oldest historical publications in the 

province. 



Ken Welwood
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Treasurer
After serving twice as Treasurer, for a total of eight 
years, I have decided to move on. While the last 
three years have seen many changes I was pleased 
to be part of a team effort to make improvements 
in the way we do business. To date the results have 
been positive. I am confident the Federation will 
continue to position itself to adapt to a changing 
business environment in the future.

Notice To Reader
On the basis of information provided by management, 
I have compiled the statement of financial position 
of the British Columbia Historical Federation as at  
March 31, 2019  and the statements of changes 
in net assets and operations for the year then 
ended. I have not performed an audit or a review 
engagement in respect of these financial statements 
and, accordingly I express no assurance thereon. 
Readers are cautioned that these financial statements 
may not be appropriate for their purposes.
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            BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION

           Statement of Financial Position

                        March 31, 2019

2019 2018

                         ASSETS

Current Assets
     Cash and savings 24,556$     25,365$     
     Marketable securities, at cost
        Coast Capital Savings GIC - October 15, 2020 @ 2.95% 40,000       40,000       
        Coast Capital Savings GIC - April 28, 2019 @ 2.25% 76,688       75,000       

141,244     140,365     

     Accrued interest, prepaids and GST receivable 1,413         1,414         

142,657$   141,779$   

                                   NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities
     Deferred Conference Income 2,898         7,273         

Unrestricted Net Assets - page 2 103,996     101,798     

Internally Restricted Net Assets - page 2 35,763       32,708       

139,759     134,506     

142,657$   141,779$   

                           1                

2 2  |  R e p o rt i n g  d at e s :  A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 1 8  t o  M a r c h  3 1 ,  2 0 1 9



          BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION

                Statement of Changes in Net Assets

                      Year ended March 31, 2019

Internally
Unrestricted Restricted 2019 2018

Changes in Net Assets

Balance, beginning of year 101,798$      32,708$        134,506$      136,547$      

Excess (Deficiency) of revenue over
     expenditures - page 3 5,724            -                    5,724            (3,284)           

Donations received -                    3,526            3,526            1,243            
Matching Transfer from Unrestricted Net Assets (3,526)           3,526            -                    

-                    
Internally Restricted - Expenses -                    (3,997)           (3,997)           -                    

Balance, March 31, 2019 103,996$      35,763$        139,759$      134,506$      

Internally Restricted Net Assets
Centennial Contingency 

Legacy Fund Fund 2019 2018

Balance, beginning of year 12,486$        20,222$        32,708$        30,222$        

Donations received 3,526            -                    3,526            1,243            
Matching Transfer from Unrestricted Net Assets 3,526            -                    3,526            1,243            

19,538          20,222          39,760          32,708          
Expenditures

     BC Heritage Fairs Society - Council resolution 1,300            -                    1,300            -                    
     Pacific Bookworld News Society - Support Ormsby Review 2,000            -                    2,000            -                    
     Micro Com Systems - Digitization Project 697               -                    697               -                    

3,997            -                    3,997            -                    

Balance, March 31, 2019 15,541$        20,222$        35,763$        32,708$        

2
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                     BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION

                  Statement of Operations

                                Year ended March 31, 2019

2019 2018

Revenue

Subscriptions and Sales 27,021$           23,791$           
Memberships 7,084               5,124               
Interest  Income 2,706               2,092               
Conference Surplus 1,327               129                  
Canadian Periodical Fund Grant 11,842             10,882             
Book Sales and Award Stickers 2,152               2,016               
Referral Fees - Johnson Inc. 8,532               8,029               
Advertising 990                  1,488               

61,654             53,551             
Expenses

BC History Magazine: 
  Printing 13,304             11,254             
  Design and Layout 2,400               2,100               
  Mailing 6,465               6,547               
  Editor 10,203             10,108             
  Subscription Services and Overhead -                       4,616               

32,372             34,625             

Award - W. Kaye Lamb Student Prize 1,000               500                  
Award - Writing Competition 5,000               4,500               
Award - Best Article 250                  250                  
Award - Best News and Media 250                  500                  
Administration 545                  2,614               
Advertising 1,400               1,200               
Newsletter 300                  818                  
Bank Fees 567                  372                  
Insurance - Directors & Officers 424                  410                  
Membership Database Software 2,841               1,529               
Travel and Meetings 6,190               4,707               
Board Development Workshop 1,103               -                       
Readers Panel 153                  159                  
Website 231                  2,076               
Conference AGM 2,670               1,852               
GST expense net of recovery 634                  723                  

55,930             56,835             

Excess of revenue over expenditures 5,724$             (3,284)$            

                           3                      
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION 
 

                         Notes to Financial Statements 
 

                                          Year ended March 31, 2019 
                                           (Unaudited – see Notice to Reader) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The British Columbia Historical Federation (the “Society”) is registered under the        
Society Act (British Columbia) and its principal activities include providing public 
education about British Columbia and local history. The Society is a registered 
Canadian charity under the Income Tax Act.  

 
 

1. Basis of Presentation: 
 
The recognition, measurement, presentation and disclosure principles in these 
financial statements may not be in accordance with the requirements of any of the 
financial reporting frameworks in the CPA Canada Handbook – Accounting. 
 

2. Significant accounting policies: 
 

(a) Revenue recognition: 
 

The Society follows the deferral method of accounting for grants and      
contributions. Restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the year 
in which the related expenses are incurred. Unrestricted contributions are 
recognized as revenue when received or receivable, if the amount to be 
received can be reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably assured. 
Contributions received directly as endowments are recognized as direct 
increases to net assets when received. Donations intended for scholarships 
that are received in advance of their disbursement to a worthy candidate are 
recorded as current liabilities. 

 
(b) Contributed materials and services: 

 
The Society receives a substantial benefit from volunteers. It is not practical 
for the Society to record the receipt of contributed material and services. 
 

(c) Marketable securities: 
 

Marketable securities are recorded at cost and market value. 
 
 
                                                                              
                                                                                                                      4 

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  H i s t o r i c a l  F e d e r at i o n  A n n u a l  R e p o rt  |  2 5



BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION 
 

                          Notes to Financial Statements 
 
                                                Year ended March 31, 2019 
                                             (Unaudited – see Notice to Reader) 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(d) Use of estimates: 

 
The preparation of financial statements requires management to make 
estimates and assumptions that effect the reported amounts of assets and 
liabilities, the disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the 
financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenditures 
during the year. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 
 

3. Internally restricted net assets: 
 
                    Internally restricted net assets represent resources established by the Board  
                    of  Directors (the “Board”) for specific purposes and with administrative  
                    conditions determined by the Board. These funds are held for endowment  
                    purposes by the Society for the benefit of its present and future members. 
 

During the 2018 fiscal year the Board approved the establishment and 
allocation of Internally Restricted Net Assets into two Funds: 

                                                                    
 Contingency Fund   
 Centennial Legacy Fund    

 
                    The Contingency Fund represents resources to be used in the event of    
                    unforeseen financial difficulty as determined and approved by the Board. 
 
                    The Centennial Legacy Fund is to be used for project based extraordinary  
                     items as approved by the Board.  
 
                     In 2019 the Board passed a motion, applied retroactive to April 1, 2017, that       

all donations received in the fiscal year up to $5,000 will be credited to the 
Centennial Legacy Fund. In addition, matching funds will be transferred 
from Unrestricted Net Assets to the Fund. 
                              

4. Comparative Figures 
 

      Certain prior years comparative figures have been restated to reflect the       
presentation adopted for the current year. 
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