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Athletes know that the last leg of the
competition—the match, the marathon, the  
 race—is the hardest part. By the time you get to
the final stretch, you are beat up, exhausted and
you’re not sure how much more you have left to
give.  
 
But something inside keeps you going; the end
goal is so close you can touch it. And you rise
up. You find a spirit and energy deep inside of
yourself that you didn’t know you had. Time slows
down: minute to minute and second to second,
you keep pushing. And then comes relief. You
made it. We made it.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a marathon,
when our council decided to cancel the
Federation’s 2020 conference, we believed we
would be meeting again in person in 2021. And
even as I write this, we are hopeful that we will
meet again in person in 2022. But although
vaccinations are giving rise to the hope that we
will be able to gather in groups again soon, we
have learned not to put the horse before the
cart. We are not yet finished the marathon and
we are learning from the lessons of the past
year. It’s been a long haul, and we have lost
loved ones and friends. Hang in there.

Here at the Federation, our council has been
supporting one another while riding the
“coronacoaster” together. Through ups and
downs, we’ve been meeting regularly by video
conference and adjusting to new ways of
working. Despite the challenges—both personal
and professional—council members have
remained dedicated. I am very proud of the work
our volunteers have been doing: reimagining our
magazine in a new community-led model;
initiating more digital outreach initiatives; 
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connecting with students at UBC; fundraising for
our Centennial Legacy Fund; building
relationships and joining forces in advocacy;
planning a conference; and working to
recognize the good work of our members. I
believe that nothing gets accomplished alone,
and I offer my sincere thanks to our council
members for their dedication, time and effort--
and I extend my gratitude to our members and
magazine subscribers for continual support of
the Federation. 
 
2021 marks BC’s 150 anniversary of entry into
Confederation and we are hopeful that recent
funding announced by provincial and federal
governments will work to support heritage
organizations in BC as we both mark this
anniversary and return to a new normal. In 2022,
the Federation will mark its 100th anniversary
and in the spirit of reconciliation, inclusion and
diversity, the Federation, heritage organizations
and historians are working to tell and share
historical truths. What and who is missing from
the historical record, what stories are not being
told, and how can we all work together to make
things right? I look forward to this continued,
and challenging, work. 
 
Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to express
my gratitude to our province’s front-line workers:
doctors, nurses, pharmacists, teachers, grocery
workers and truck drivers. Stay safe. 
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99 Societies  
298 Associates 
21 Affiliates  
3 Corporate  
6 Honorary  

This has certainly been a challenging year for many of our member organizations, but the BCHF has
been impressed with the creativity and dedication to history that they have shown. Many of them
made greater use of virtual media to remain connected with, and to develop new programs for, their
members. Others revamped their contact rules and pathways through their facilities. Some used the
shutdown time to great advantage to accomplish planned renovations. Others unfortunately did have
to close their doors. But through all of that they have remained committed to BCHF as the number of
members has remained virtually unchanged.    
  

  
Last year BCHF created a member portal for our membership software. We are pleased to see that
members are becoming more comfortable using that option. We remind members that the login is the
email address associated with the membership. If you have questions about its use, please contact
members@bchistory.ca.    
 
As we look forward to planning for BCHF’s Centennial, we encourage all of you to share your
accomplishments, goals, visions and desires with us. 

You may have had a recent call
from our new Membership Chair,

Callie Anderson. 

C A L L I E

A N D E R S O N

MEMBERSHIP
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BCHF launched its 
membership portal in 2020.

 
Manage your contact

information, renew, and print
a membership card HERE.

 

https://www.bchistory.ca/members/join-renew-online/


great team: Susan Safyan as copy editor, Greg
Nesteroff as Editor-at-Large, Aimee Greenaway
as Books Editor, Sylvia Stopforth as Archives and
Archivists Editor. Mark Forsythe has virtually
travelled the province to bring us features on the
work of member societies and museums, and Bill
Glasgow — of William Glasgow Design — puts his
heart into making the magazine look great. 
 
As 2021 rolls on, we will be evolving an Editorial
Advisory Group and bringing on more editors to
help us with production and with our digital
content. We are now able to provide honoraria to
content creators — authors and our section
editors. 
 
Print subscriptions are holding steady around
1,300, and our digital subscriptions are growing.
We are selling more single copies for distribution
by authors to people who aren’t subscribers —
yet.

Once again we would like to thank those people
who have stepped in to help us proof: Ron
Greene, Catherine Magee, Erica Williams, Chloe
Heuchert, Sue Safyan. We would also like to
honour and thank those people who worked with
Andrea over the years on the Readers’ Panel:
Laura Anderson, Nicole Bishop, Doug Brigham,
Catherine Magee, Sandra Martins, Erica Williams,
and Anne Wyness. 
 
If you think British Columbia History magazine is a
place you’d like to serve the historical community,
we’d love to have you. 

 

 
 

BC HISTORY
MAGAZINE

2020 was a year of changes on the
magazine front. At our Fall 2020 issue, we
said goodbye to our editor of more than a
decade, Andrea Lister. 

When Andrea joined the magazine, it had
become a less formal affair, appearing when
volunteers had the time and space to pull it
together. Her professionalism soon had it running
on time and reaching deep into communities for
great stories. Andrea was instrumental in getting
the digital version of the magazine into
existence, and was dogged in her determination
to make the magazine available in school
libraries and public libraries. We are indebted to
her for her work and her vision. 

Her departure from the magazine — like any big
change — was an opportunity to rethink
everything: our internal processes, our audience,
our payment policy to authors. 
 
We are moving towards a collective editorial
vision, and dividing the work of the magazine up
as we invite a guest editor to help us shape each
magazine. In Winter 2020 Satwinder Bains of
UFV’s South Asian Studies Institute worked with
us, in our Spring 2021 issue on Public History, we
featured the work and thinking of Wendy
Wickwire, and in our upcoming Summer 2021
issue on Nautical History, John MacFarlane has
stepped forward as guest editor. Jenn Ashton has
joined us as Writer-In-Residence for the year, and
she has begun a new column called “Sharing
Space: Reclaiming BC’s Indigenous History.”
Guest editors bring energy, new knowledge, and
connection into diverse British Columbia
historical communities. On the ground, we have a 

 
 

K . J A N E  W A T T

Managing Editor
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Last spring the Surrey Historical Society was
preparing to host the annual conference when
health concerns caused by the coronavirus
pandemic put a stop to the plans only two
months in advance of the event, forcing its
cancellation. We now know this was absolutely
the right decision given the extent and reach of
the pandemic. 
 
Though disappointing because of the hours spent
planning in lead-up to the conference, Surrey
Historical Society was willing and eager to host
again in 2021. “We’re excited, happy and looking
forward to hosting the BCHF conference in
Surrey next spring” Surrey Historical Society’s
Michael Gibbs commented. “Our team is re-
grouping and will continue planning”. 
 
As a result of the 2020 conference cancellation,
the BCHF’s AGM and “Kitchen Party” was held
virtually last September and attended by more
than 50 people to much success. It was truly
wonderful to connect with familiar faces from
across the province, even if it was only via our
computer screens. 
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Upcoming Speaker, Kyle Jackson
Upcoming Speaker, Renee Saklikar 

Upcoming Speaker, Baltej Dhillon 

Throughout 2020, the conference committee
met monthly, diligently planning for the first BC
Historical Federation conference to be delivery
entirely by videoconference. The committee was
pleased that many of the original presenters
were willing to present in the new virtual format
and put together a conference schedule in an
entirely new way than ever before. While
conference 2021 will be a bit of an experiment,
we hope that attendees enjoy connecting with
one another and learning a bit about Surrey’s
history, culture, and heritage.  
 
Thank you to the 2020 and 2021 conference
committee members: Sue Bryant, Barbara Hynek,
Michael Gibbs, Shannon Bettles, Doug Brigham,
Laurie Benton, Maurice Guibord. We would also
like to acknowledge the eagerness and warm
hospitality to host from the heritage community
in Surrey: Museum of Surrey, Fraser Valley
Heritage Railway Society, City of Surrey, and
historic community of Cloverdale. We hope you
can visit their historic precinct in the future and
we look forward to future in-person gatherings
of the Federation. 
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Barb Hynek (above), & Sue Bryant (below), recording interviews for their virtual field trips.
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A total of 20 publications were submitted as candidates for the 2020 Historical
Writing Awards, a drop by half of our regular yearly lot, no doubt due to the
pandemic. The award finalists were announced in the media in April; the winners
will be announced at Conference during the Awards Gala. We wish to thank the
authors, researchers and publishers involved in this year’s slate of participants for
their work in yet expanding our knowledge, enjoyment and admiration of the
history of our province. Our heartfelt congratulations also go out to the last year’s
award recipients. Here is the list of our finalists:

Liz Bryan, Pioneer Churches of British Columbia and the
Salish Sea: An Explorer's Guide, Heritage House
Publishing 

Lara Campbell, A Great Revolutionary Wave: Women
and the Vote in British Columbia, UBC Press 

Catherine Clement, Chinatown Through a Wide Lens:
The Hidden Photographs of Yucho Chow, self-published 

Claudia Cornwall, British Columbia in Flames: Stories
from a Blazing Summer, Harbour Publishing 

Deborah Griffiths, Step into Wilderness: A Pictorial
History of Outdoor Exploration in and around the Comox
Valley, Harbour Publishing 

Nina Shoroplova, Legacy of Trees: Purposeful Wandering
in Vancouver's Stanley Park, Heritage House Publishing 

Peter Smith, Silver Rush: British Columbia's Silvery Slocan
1891-1900, self-published 

Our thanks go to this year’s Judges’ Panel, composed of
Gloria Currie, Vern Giesbrecht and Greg Nesteroff, for their
professionalism and diligence in determining the awards
recipients, which is never a simple task. A special thanks
goes to Gloria Currie, who retires from the panel after her
three years of service, respecting the rotation process of
judges. We thus continue as planned, with one judge now
rotating off the panel each year and a new judge joining it
for the next three years. 

If you are interested in serving on this panel, please contact
the Committee Chair.

HISTORICAL
WRITING
AWARDS
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W. Kaye Lamb Scholarship (Third & Fourth Year)
 
Essay Title: “Underneath a Hood or Covered in Soot: The Ku Klux Klan and
Ritualized Racism in Abbotsford, B.C. during the early 20th Century”.
University of the Fraser Valley, written for Prof. Ian Rocksborough-Smith in
HIST 490, 2020. 

W. Kaye Lamb Scholarship (First & Second Year)

Essay Title: “A Glowing Advertisement: How the Important Events in
Vancouver’s History Launched the City as a Global Icon”. Okanagan
College Arts Program, written for Prof. Howard Hisdal in HIST 216-001 History
of British Columbia, 2020.  

SCHOLARSHIPS
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D O U G

B R I G H A M

OLIVIA
DANIEL,

MAPLE RIDGE,
BC

BEST NEWS
AND
MEDIA

CALVIN
THALHEIMER
KELOWNA,

BC

Natalia Deros, Heritage Abbotsford Society,
Abbotsford 

 
Natalia Deros is the creator and mastermind behind
Heritage Abbotsford Society’s Stories to Spaces: Local
Community Places campaign. A social media-based
program which focuses on combining built heritage with
storytelling, digital heritage imaging, and archival research,
the program draws upon the knowledge of the community
to bring about dialogue and has resulted in conversations
about racism, inclusivity, and heritage practices amongst
Abbotsfordians. Natalia’s tireless work has resulted in a
1,200% increase in virtual participation with the series and
has helped to bridge the generational gap between
younger and older audiences. 

www.heritageabbotsford.ca
 

Trethewey Heritage House

@TretheweyHouse

@TretheweyHouse

https://heritageabbotsford.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/TretheweyHeritageSite/
https://twitter.com/tretheweyhouse?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/tretheweyhouse/?hl=en


The winner of the Anne and Philip Yandle Best Article award is Jacqeline Pearce and Jean-Pierre
Antonio for their piece “Haiku in Tashme: The legacy of Sukeo “Sam” Sameshima” published in the 53.1
Spring 2020 issue of British Columbia History.  
 
Each year, the British Columbia Historical Federation offers a certificate and cash prize ($250) to the
author of an article published in British Columbia History that best enhances knowledge of the history
of British Columbia and provides enjoyable reading. 

Joan Plant, Nanaimo 
Roxanne Salinas, Lone Butte 
Lesley Cameron, Maple Ridge 
Daren Durupt, Maple Ridge 
Jennifer Stephens, Maple Ridge 
Paul Ferguson, Victoria 
Anne Russell, Chilliwack 
Doug Brigham, Vancouver 
Patrick Dunae, Victoria 
Joan Donaldson, Chilliwack 
Greg Nesteroff, Trail

Thank you to the readers of
the Best Article Committee:
 

BEST
ARTICLE
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RECOGNITION AWARDS
Award of Appreciation 

Caroline is recognized for her years of work on the BCHF Council, serving
as Vice President and Membership Coordinator. Caroline’s kind, friendly
and inclusive demeanor connects with members and fellow board members,
making all feel welcome, heard and appreciated. The Board of Directors
wishes Caroline all the best in her next adventure and thanks her for her
time with the Federation.  

Award of Appreciation 
 
Michael Gibbs leaves the Board of Directors after five years of service to
the Federation. He was instrumental in bringing the BCHF conference to
Surrey and worked hard on the planning committee to make it happen. The
Board of Directors wishes to sincerely thank Michael for bringing his
knowledge, energy and passion with regards to heritage preservation to the
team.  

Award of Recognition

Christine Meutzner has been the Manager of the Nanaimo Community
Archives for almost 25 years. During this time as community archivist, she
has provided exceptional service to the community as an advocate for
history and heritage in Nanaimo. She has served on the civic heritage
advisory committee and as a member of the Nanaimo Historical Society.
She is a champion for history and heritage.   

Award of Recognition

Having written some 30 books on the history of the Cowichan Valley,
Vancouver Island and elsewhere in BC, T.W. Paterson has a passion for
sharing his love of history with others. His column, "Cowichan Chronicles,"
ran in the Cowichan Valley Citizen for 23 years, ending only because of a
downturn in the newspaper industry. “Truth is, T.W. is exactly where he
belongs, fulfilling an important role by explaining why history is so important
and showing us how fascinating it also can be”.   

Award of Merit 

For his extensive work researching, studying, teaching and writing about
topics in BC historical geography: from his years at SFU as an Instructor and
Assistant Professor (Department of Geography), to his service on the board
of the Friends of Fintry Society and work with the Fintry historic site, Paul is
recognized for his outstanding contribution to the study and promotion of
BC history. Paul has also authored three books and more than 27 articles on
topics of BC history. “Paul instilled his love of British Columbia geography
and history in his many students, a legacy which will long endure and ensure
that our province’s 'story' continues to be told.”
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composer of the book series “This Old House”. Jennfer is a dogged

Inspiration Award

Jennifer is a member of the Victoria Heritage Foundation and the

researcher and genuine workhorse, devoting endless hours to the
publication for over 20 years. She coordinates the volunteer contributors:
the writers, editors, researchers, proofreaders and like-minded friends who
often go on walks together in neighbourhoods learning and discovering the
community’s heritage together. Jennifer’s continuation of this work during
the pandemic is inspirational. 

Inspiration Award 

A member of the Boundary Historical Society, Al Donnelly is an excellent
researcher and astute observer of history in the Grand Forks and
Greenwood area. During the pandemic, Al single handedly collated, wrote
and found stories of the early history of the Boundary region for the
Society’s 18th historical report publication. Al also took on the security,
cleaning and ground maintenance duties of the Society’s 1899 rustic log
cabin located on the shores of Jewel Lake.   

Inspiration Award

Responsible for creating a thriving digital space to share the stories of the
Boundary region, Christopher is responsible for overseeing the Boundary
Heritage Facebook Group. A constant contributor and vigilant monitor over
the group’s nine years in existence, Christopher has created a place for
generations to come together to swap stories and make new connections
to explore the past. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the group has
blossomed further, becoming a bright light and shared place of
commonality--bonding all with an interest in Bondarian history through the
power of memory and constant dialogue. 

Inspiration Award

When Aman Johal talks about BC’s history, people listen. The long-time Fort
Langley National Historic Site Interpretation Supervisor engages and
inspires people who visit the site from around the world. During the early
work-at-home days of the pandemic, Aman developed and ran a regular
history and trivia quiz delivered virtually for his colleagues. In doing so,
Aman inspired fun, knowledge-sharing, and camaraderie while providing
leadership during challenging and tough times.   

Inspiration Award 

Early in the pandemic, members of the Chinese Canadian Historical
Society of BC, Vancouver, did not hesitate in mobilizing themselves to
support their local community. Teaming with local Chinatown business
Modernize Tailors, the Society innovatively fulfilled a need during the PPE
shortage to create and sell hand-made cloth face masks. What’s more,
part of the funds raised from the efforts were donated to two of their
community partners — the Mowachaht/Muchalaht and Lytton First Nations. 
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Inspiration Award 

During the pandemic, under the leadership of Tami Quiring, the Alder
Grove Heritage Society encouraged their members to stay involved and
active, even pulling together an innovative Community Heritage Day event.
Displays were installed in the local legion hall for people to browse during
a heritage ‘walk-thru’. “The biggest takeaway that Quiring wanted people
to get from the event is the understanding that Aldergrove indeed has a
history". Tami’s energy and work to mobilize volunteers during challenging
times is inspiring.   
 

Inspiration Award - Gabriel Newman, Vernon
 
Without visitors coming to the O’Keefe Ranch during the COVID-19
shutdown, and left up to his own devices, Interpreter Gabriel Newman
filmed some videos launching a short series called “The Loneliest
Interpreter”. With all school programs cancelled, Gabriel’s creativity was an
innovative way to keep the historic ranch involved with the community. The
short videos are raw, authentic and funny — and they were perfectly timed
as people tried to make sense of the new reality caused by the pandemic.
“I thought this would be a way to show more of the human aspect of what
we have to offer, and to provide an interesting take on our current
situation”.   

RECOGNITION COMMITTEE: Anna Irwin, (Chair), Victoria
Christina Reid, Abbotsford
Paul Ferguson, Victoria
Shannon Bettles, Chilliwack
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It’s been the year of virtual meetings. As with all of our member organizations, the BC Historical
Federation has done its best to adapt to the pandemic and continue to connect with our members,
and wider historical community. The Communications Team meets via Zoom on a monthly basis and has
developed a strong working relationship. We aim to stay on top of BCHF's priorities and highlight
important issues in the sector -- licensing fees and physical access to the Royal BC Museum & Archives
for example. 
  
The BCHF website, Facebook page, Buzz Newsletter (thanks to editor Greg Nesteroff) and Instagram
account (hosted by Emma Quan) are filled with current BCHF stories and activities, the work of partner
organizations, and fascinating stories for those drawn to BC’s history. The year 2020 saw the creation
of a BCHF YouTube Channel where interviews with award-winning BC authors, historians and students
have been featured. Thanks to Doug Brigham for managing technical aspects of recording, and
Shannon Bettles and Elwin Xie for their wonderful editing skills. Some videos have attracted hundreds
of viewers, and they’re proving to be another powerful way to engage online followers and people who
stumble upon us. Video guests include: Satwinder Bains, Jacqueline Pearce, Michael Layland, Sharanjit
Kaur Sandhara, Kyle Kusch, Michael Kluckner, Claudia Cornwall, Wendy Wickwire, Wayne Norton, Jenn
Ashton and others. See BCHF YouTube Channel Here.   
  
The Communications Team is featuring more material from British Columbia History magazine on our
media platforms to highlight the excellent stories printed in each issue. Profiles of our member
organizations are also shared online via the Time Travels column written by Mark Forsythe. We hope this
all adds up to new subscribers to this robust, eclectic and engaging magazine.  
  

COMMUNICATIONS

Happy Birthday Elwin!
In 2020 style.
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https://tinyurl.com/yr467rjh


Barkerville Historic Town & Park 
Sunshine Valley Tashme Museum 
Heritage BC 
South Asian Studies Institute at UFV 
Point Ellice House 
Museum of the Cariboo Chilcotin &

BC Black History Awareness Society  
BC Studies 
Chinese Canadian Military Museum 
North Pacific Cannery 
Museum of Vancouver 
Rossland Museum 
Burnaby Village Museum 
Friends of the BC Archives 
Nikkei Memorial Internment Centre 
Ormsby Review 
Langley Heritage Society
Chinese Canadian Museum 
UBC Sociology students 
Vancouver Historical Society 
New Pathways to Gold 
Sikh Heritage Month 
Vancouver Heritage Foundation 
BC & Yukon Book Prizes 
Nanaimo Historical Society 
Fraser Valley Heritage Rail Society 
Bulkley Valley Museum 
British Columbia Food History Network 
Princeton Museum 
Knowledge Network: BC 150 Stories

BC Museums Association 
Cranbrook History Centre 

The Communications Team also utilizes social media streams to share short, produced announcements
about BCHF activities: the annual BCHF conference, Buy Local - Give Local campaign (spearheaded by
Jane Watt), BCHF scholarships and awards programs, and promotion of the Canada Helps campaign
to generate donations for the Centennial Legacy Fund (campaign led by Rosa Flinton-Brown). With the
approach of the 100th anniversary of the BC Historical Federation in 2022, you’ll soon be seeing a
newly invigorated BCHF logo on all platforms. Rosa has been leading the re-branding team, and
they're excited to share the new look very soon. 

The Communications Team thanks all BCHF members for sharing their stories from right across the
province. Send us more! To say it has been a challenging year is an obvious understatement, but we're
pleased that a team approach is providing more relevant information for our BCHF members in more
places. Below is a shortlist of organizations we’ve highlighted in recent months. 

  

BC Cowboy Hall of Fame 

That Shaped British Columbia 

Shannon Bettles 
Jane Watt 
Elwin Xie 
Greg Nesteroff

 

Emma Quan 
Doug Brigham 
Michael Gibbs 
Rosa Flinton-Brown 
Mark Forsythe 

 
Communications Team:
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WEBSITE
The Federation’s website is managed by council
members Shannon Bettles and Greg Nesteroff.
Shannon oversees the technical aspects of the
site such as backup and maintenance, while Greg
contributes to content like news, stories and
feature posts. The website is an important part of
the Federation’s communications and aims to be
informative and accessible.  
 
During the pandemic, the BCHF communications
team has been working to increase content
available through its website.  A new blog feature
called “Author Q&A” has been initiated and is
open to publishers and authors who have
released local BC history publications. The
website has also been incorporating content from
British Columbia History magazine and promoting
the video interviews that are uploaded to the
Federation’s YouTube page.  
 
The Federation aims to update its website in the
coming year to align it with a new brand and
make it more user friendly, mobile accessible and
streamlined.  
 
Here are the website statistics:  
 
From May 15, 2020 to May 15, 2021 the website
had 51,807 page views by 22,794 users. The
number of users and was up 29% from the
previous year and the number of new users rose
by 32%. 
 

Most website visitors were from Canada (70%),
then the USA (18%). From within Canada, 86%
were from British Columbia, 6% were from
Ontario and 4% were from Alberta. 
 
Vancouverites were the most frequent BC visitors
(14%), followed by visitors from Surrey (8%),
Victoria (6%), Burnaby (4%), Nanaimo (2.8%) and
Langley (2.8%) 
 
Many people are coming to the website via
social media channels such as Facebook and BC
Buzz e-newsletter. People are searching and
finding individual stories of interest to them. A
key strategy to communicate member news,
issues and stories is to publish on our website and
promote via social media and e-blasts. We also
receive traffic from other historical societies that
provide a link to our site. 
 
The website shows healthy growth with low
bounce rate indicating that visitors are finding
the content they are looking for online. 30% of
users are accessing the site from mobile devices. 
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The BCHF uses social media to communicate and 
engage with the public. The Federation is active on the following
platforms: Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Flickr and now... Instagram! 
 
Council members post and share information on these platforms that are of interest to our membership
and the feeds work as a collocation of information of relevance to the BC history community. In 2020
we added Instagram thanks to the enthusiasm of our new board member Emma Quan. We also started
producing videos and posting them on YouTube. We now have 24 videos and links to other relevant BC
history videos on our channel.  

@bchistory

@BCHistoryFed

@bchistoricalfederation

BC Historical Federation

@bchistoricalfederation

BCHF's Mark Forsythe interviews Claudia Cornwall, author of British
Columbia in Flames: Stories from a Blazing Summer, published by Harbour
Publishing, 2020. Watch on YouTube, Here.
Claudia is a BCHF Historical Writing Awards finalist.

SOCIAL MEDIA
1,439 followers on Facebook 
677 followers on Twitter 
409 followers on Instagram 
46 subscribers on YouTube 

Check BCHF's YouTube channel for conference and
award ceremony highlights, here!
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ADVOCACY

 Prohibitive licensing fees of the BC Archives for local authors, 

The BC Historical Federation endeavors to speak with one voice when representing the collective
issues and concerns of its membership. In 2020 the Federation took up advocacy initiatives in two
main areas of concern to members related to accessing the province’s historic resources. These are:

1.
   2. The prolonged closure of the BC Archives during the pandemic.  

January 2020, our President met with David
Alexander (Acting Vice President, Collections
and Research) and Erika Stenson (Acting
Vice President, Museum Operations) of the
RBCM to let them know of BCHF member
concerns and challenges with regards to the
high processing and licensing fees when
publishing local histories. 
March 2020, we connected with the Friends
of the BC Archives (FBCA) and the BC
Museums Association (BCMA) to discuss the
issue of RBCM’s processing and licensing
fees for our respective membership.  
April 2020, FBCA, BCMA, and BCHF co-
authored a letter to Jack Lohman, CEO of
the RBCM and his Executive Committee
reiterating our positions on the RBCM’s fees
as barriers to access for local historians and
cultural organizations.  
May 2020, we heard from David Alexander
on behalf of Jack Lohman and the Executive
Committee. He writes: “Effective May 19
there will be no licensing fees charged for
not for profit organizations with a charitable
registration number and/or those who are
using the files for a non-commercial use and
providing the final product for free to the
end user. This does not include advertising or
promotional uses which are considered
commercial. BC museums, archives and
heritage sites can continue to use images for
exhibitions without licensing - this has always
been the case.” 
September 2020, representatives from
FBCA, AABC, Heritage BC, BCMA and BCHF
met to discuss BC election priorities in our 

Archival image licensing and processing fees are
found to be prohibitively high and are creating
barriers to access when it comes to publication
of BC history books by local authors. At the 2019
BCHF AGM, members brought this concern to the
BCHF Board of Directors for action. Council
heard this request and has been working to
address it since. Here is the work that the BCHF
Board has undertaken:  
 

January 2021, BCMA, FBCA and BCHF sent a
meeting request to Minister Mark to discuss
prohibitive licensing fees at RBCM. 
March 29, 2021, representatives from FBCA,
BCMA and BCHF met with Brian Jonker
(Executive Director, Arts and Culture, Ministry
of Tourism, Arts and Culture). The discussion
focused on digitization and making the BC
Archives more accessible through lower fees. 
April, 2021 the provincial government
announced their budget. Here is a summary of
the funding announced: 

Despite these efforts, we regret that the core
issue still remains: licensing fees at the BC
Archives are too high for BC’s local authors and
publishers. We are hopeful that the new funding
announced will result in lowering of fees, and we
are waiting to learn more about the funding
program this summer. There has also been a
change in leadership at the RBCM, and we plan to
connect with the new CEO about this issue once
they are in place.

sector as lead up to the provincial election.
RBCM’s fees were added to our joint election
primer and sent to candidates for responses.

“Marking BC 150+ 2021 has been and
continues to be a remarkable year, which also
includes the 150th anniversary of British
Columbia’s entry into confederation. As part
of this milestone, Budget 2021 provides $30
million in one-time funding in 2021/22 to
support initiatives around B.C. communities
that honour: reconciliation and learning;
diversity and inclusion; and resiliency and the
next 150 years. 

 

Prohibitive Licensing Fees at the BC Archives 
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Our advocacy efforts changed focus when the
RBCM closed to the public, stating it would do so
for the foreseeable future due to the pandemic. In
June, we wrote an open letter to the Premier and
CEO of the RBCM about the unacceptable
closure.  
 
On July 2, 2020, the BC Archives announced plans
to re-open its reference room after originally
announcing that it would remain closed until 2021. 
 
Our letter reads:  
 
“Dear Mr. Horgan and Mr. Lohman, 
 
The British Columbia Historical Federation
represents over 100 historical societies in the
province whose mandate is to foster
understanding of our collective past. On May 26,
2020 we learned that the reference room at the
British Columbia Archives would remain closed
until an undisclosed date in 2021. This extended
closure of access to the bulk of the provincial
collection is not only unacceptable because of the
impacts it will have on cultural and heritage
activities at the community level in all corners of
the province, it is also poorly timed as we move
into the provincial sesquicentennial in 2021. 

British Columbians rely upon the Provincial
Archives to safeguard their heritage and

history—and to enable easy access to it. Online
access reaches only a tiny fraction of the
provincial collection; it cannot replace the deep
holdings foundational to our understanding of this
province’s complex history that are read in person
in the reference room by community historians,
civic workers, Indigenous researchers, graduate
students, and contract researchers working on
behalf of community celebrations, Indigenous
groups, libraries, archives, museums — and indeed
the provincial government itself. These
documents, maps, oral histories, photographs, art,
and movies are central to our evolving
understanding of ourselves as well as to the
creation and presentation of programs by and for
citizens —a fundamental relief to British
Columbians suffering through these difficult
times. 

British Columbia’s Restart Plan has seen other
sectors come up with creative solutions to safely
re-open. Museums, libraries and archives across
British Columbia are opening their doors again so
that the public may have access to their holdings
once more. If the Provincial Museum component
of the RBCM can open to the public, how can the
Provincial Archives component not? 

The Archives must open soon in a safe,
prudent manner so that British Columbians may
carry on with their important work.” 
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Fraser Valley Heritage Railway volunteers in a strategy session, spring 2021.



Dear Members,   
  
Please refer to the following financial statements
for more detailed information. This report will
include an overview of the most significant
changes and balances.   
  
2020-2021 was a challenging year for many of
our members due to the pandemic and the BCHF
prepared itself for significant financial shortfalls
in our budget. We were expecting a decline in
membership and in magazine subscriptions of up
to 30% and a corresponding decline in our
revenue from our partnership with Johnson Inc. so
we focused our efforts on minimizing our deficit
as much as possible.  
  
Our concern proved to be unfounded. Our
membership stepped up in 2021, with magazine
subscriptions and sales increasing by 17.5% over
2020 results to contribute $28,803 to our budget.
While our membership fee revenue did decline by
13.8% to $5,595, this was far better than we
expected. Thank you for your commitment to the
BCHF!  
  
On top of direct member support, we received
additional pandemic funding from the Canadian
Periodical Fund of $5,000 to further support our
BC History magazine. Johnson Inc. contributed
$10,272 despite the decrease in travel insurance
policies sold to members in 2020-2021.  Finally,
we spent all our contributions as wisely as
possible, with a focus on how best to help support
our member organizations and public history. We
are committed to ensuring the long-term financial
sustainability of the BCHF and its mission. 
 
BCHF’s balance sheet continues to be strong with
cash and savings of $124,038 as at March 31,
2021 (up $2,194 from 2020). We had one GIC
come due in 2020 and are holding those funds in
our current account. Due to low interest rates, this
has not cost a significant amount of money. We
will continue to monitor this amount and consider
whether some should be invested in a different
investment vehicle. 
  

Our financial results for the year ended March 31,
2021 show an excess of revenues over
expenditures of $4,295. In addition to those
items already mentioned, the following items are
notable. 
 
We have reconsidered the cost structure for the
BC History magazine. Our goal is to increase the
amount we spend on the magazine by up to 20%
for the next fiscal year. This will allow us to pay
better rates to our design and editorial teams as
well as pay our authors and columnists small
honorariums in recognition of their contributions.
Our expectation is that the Canadian Periodical
Fund will continue to support our intention to
move towards market salaries for our magazine
team. 
 
Our cost cutting measures for this fiscal year
included saving money on travel, conference and
the AGM due to the pandemic and temporarily
suspending our donation matching commitment
to the Centennial Legacy Fund. We cut our
advertising budget, reallocating that money
towards our membership database software and
our web meeting applications to support our
virtual organization. 

TREASURER'S
REPORT
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We had two new spending items in 2021. We
initiated a Buy Local--Give Local campaign in
our Winter edition of the magazine, hoping to
encourage magazine subscribers to support
local museums and historical societies in their
holiday purchases and donations. Also, we have
committed funds toward a rebranding campaign
to establish a new look for the BCHF as we enter
our 100 year anniversary in 2022. Our
organization can take on this next century with
energy and enthusiasm and an updated look
that will be meaningful and memorable in an
increasingly digital world.

Thank you to all our supporters who donated to
the Centennial Legacy Fund and the BCHF
general fund this year. We received donations of
$5,632 for the CLF this year (more than double
previous records) and $1,434 to support the
ongoing work of the BCHF. Thank you so much!
The current balance in the Centennial Legacy
Fund is $9,472. The BCHF would love to grow
the fund so we can afford to contribute to more
incredible local history projects throughout the
province. Please consider contributing online
through the Canada Helps website or adding a
little extra donation to your membership
renewal.

Fundraising 
 
In June we will participate again in The Great
Canadian Giving Challenge, a national public
contest to benefit Canadian charities. Every $1
donated to a registered charity in June via
Canada Helps, enters the charity to win an
additional $20,000 donation. Through these
efforts, we raised $2,305 for the Centennial
Legacy Fund in 2020 and we want to exceed
that in 2021! 
 
We will continue using the Canada Helps
platform for donations - donors instantly receive
gift receipts and they can also choose to donate
monthly and can make donations in a loved
one’s name. Donors can select which fund(s)
they would like to support. 
 
Our sincere thanks to the many people who have
made donations this year to the BCHF. 
 

 
 

  

Treasurer's Report
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION

Statement of Financial Position

March 31, 2021

2021 2020

ASSETS

Cash and savings
Marketable securities, at cost
Coast Capital Savings GIC - October 15, 2020 @ 2.95%
Coast Capital Savings GIC - August 29, 2021 @ 1.15%

Accrued interest, prepaids, and GST receivable

$57,038
 

-
67,000

 
124,038

 
2,691

 
 

$126,729

$13,661
 

41,183
67,000

 
121,844

 
2,360

 
 

$124,204
 

Current Assets

NET ASSETS

Accounts Payable
Deferred Conference Income

Unrestricted Net Assets - page 2

Internally Restricted Net Assets - page 2

2,045
550

 
2,595

 
94,440

 
29,694

 
 

124,134
 
 

$126,729

6,000
-
 

6,000
 

90,145
 

28,059
 
 

118,204
 
 

$124,204

Current Liabilities
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION

Statement of Changes in Net Assets

Year ended March 31, 2021

2021 2020

Changes in Net Assets

$118,204
 
 

4,295 
 

5,635 
- 

 
(4,000)

 
 

$124,134 

$139,759 
 
 

(11,703)
 

4,296 
(2,148)

 
(12,000)

 
 

$118,204 

Balance, beginning of year

Excess (Deficiency) of revenue over
expenditures - page 3

Donations received
Transfer from Unrestricted Assets

Internally Restricted - Expenses

Balance, March 31, 2021

Unrestricted

Internally

Restricted

$90,145
 
 

4,295
 

-
-
 

-
 
 

$94,440

$28,059
 
 

- 
 

5,635 
- 

 
(4,000)

 
 

$29,694 
 

2021 2020

Balance, beginning of year

Donations received
Transfer from Unrestricted Net Assets

Expenditures

South Asian Studies Institute -- Early Sikh Settlers

Kumugwe Dancers/Kumugwe Cultural Society -- AGM resolution

Dixon Entrance Museum Society -- Intercultural Boatbuilding Exhibit

Jaqueline Pearce/Tashme -- Haiku translation project

Atlin Historical Society -- Resources to mount exhibit

Centennial

Legacy Fund

Contingency

Fund

$7,837
 

5,635
-
 

13,472
 
 
 

4,000
 
 
 
 
 
 

4,000
 
 

$9,472

Internally Restricted Net Assets

$28,059
 

5,635
-
 

33,694
 
 
 

4,000
 
 
 
 
 
 

4,000
 
 

$29,694
 

$20,222
 

-
-
 

20,222
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-
 
 

$20,222

$35,763
 

2,148
2,148

 
40,059

 
 
 

-
2,000

4,800
4,300

900
 

12,000
 
 

$28,059Balance, March 31, 2021
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BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL FEDERATION

Statement of Operations

Year ended March 31, 2021

2021 2020

Revenue
 

Subscriptions and Sales
Memberships
Interest Income
Donations
Canadian Periodical Fund Grant
Book Sales and Award Stickers
Referral Fees - Johnson Inc.
Advertising
 
 
 

Expenses

BC History Magazine:
  Printing
  Design and Layout
  Mailing
  Author Honoraria
  Zinio - Digital Distribution
  Editorial
 
 
 
 
Award - W. Kaye Lamb Student Prize
Award - Writing Competition
Award - Best Article
Award - Best News and Media
Administration
Advertising
Conference Shortfall
Bank Fees
Insurance - Directors & Officers
Membership Database Software
Travel and Meetings
Readers Panel
Website and Web Meetings
Conference AGM
Buy Local Campaign
Rebranding 100 Project
GST expense net of recovery
 
 
 
 
 

Excess of revenue over expenditures

 
 

$28,803
5,595
1,056
1,434
15,821

-
10,272
2,000

 
64,981

 
 
 
 

13,896
3,158
7,566

575
1,602

12,450
 

39,247
 
 

1,750
5,000

250
250
757

-
-

629
650

3,801
208

-
654

1,506
1,500
3,997

487
 
 

60,686
 
 

$4,295

 
 

$24,510 
6,488 
2,601 

- 
10,821 
2,229 
9,642 
2,467 

 
58,758 

 
 
 
 

14,844 
2,825 
7,609 

- 
6,352 
13,010 

 
44,640 

 
 

1,000 
5,000 

250 
500 
758 

1,200 
4,690 

662 
650 

2,738 
4,240 

140 
214 

2,658 
- 
- 

1,121 
 
 

70,461 
 
 

($11,703)



NOTES TO
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The British Columbia Historical Federation (the “Society”) is registered under the Society Act (British
Columbia) and its principal activities include providing public education about British Columbia and
local history. The Society is a registered Canadian charity under the Income Tax Act.

1. Basis of Presentation:

The recognition, measurement, presentation and
disclosure principles in these financial statements
may not be in accordance with the requirements
of any of the financial reporting frameworks in the
CPA Canada Handbook – Accounting.

2. Significant accounting policies:

(a) Revenue recognition:

The Society follows the deferral method of
accounting for grants and contributions.
Restricted contributions are recognized as
revenue in the year in which the related expenses
are incurred. Unrestricted contributions are
recognized as revenue when received or
receivable, if the amount to be received can be
reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably
assured. Contributions received directly as
endowments are recognized as direct increases
to net assets when received. Donations intended
for scholarships that are received in advance of
their disbursement to a worthy candidate are
recorded as current liabilities.

(b) Contributed materials and services:

The Society receives a substantial benefit from
volunteers. It is not practical for the Society to
record the receipt of contributed material and
services.

(c) Marketable securities:

Marketable securities are recorded at cost and
market value.

(d) Use of estimates:

The preparation of financial statements 
requires management to make estimates

 
 

  

Contingency Fund
Centennial Legacy Fund

and assumptions that effect the reported
amounts of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of
contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the
financial statements and the reported amounts of
revenues and expenditures during the year.
Actual results could differ from those estimates.

3. Internally restricted net assets:

Internally restricted net assets represent resources
established by the Board
of Directors (the “Board”) for specific purposes
and with administrative
conditions determined by the Board. These funds
are held for endowment
purposes by the Society for the benefit of its
present and future members.

During the 2018 fiscal year the Board approved
the establishment and allocation of Internally
Restricted Net Assets into two Funds:

The Contingency Fund represents resources to be
used in the event of
unforeseen financial difficulty as determined and
approved by the Board.

The Centennial Legacy Fund is to be used for
project based extraordinary
items as approved by the Board.

4. Comparative Figures

Certain prior years comparative figures have
been restated to reflect the presentation
adopted for the current year.
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